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Boko H;uam has in-
creasingly targeted farm-
ers, herders and loggers,
accusing them of spying
and passing information to
the ‘military and the local

militia fighting
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Boko Haram and nval
Islamic State West Africa
Province are known to op-
erate in areas around Ng-
ala and the neighbouring
town of Gamboru. ISWAP
has focused on
troops since 2018 while
Boko Haram faction is no-
torious for indiscriminate
attacks on civilians.

However, ISWAP has
been blamed for a recent
increase in attacks on civil-
ians.

In August 2014 Boko
Haram seized Ngala and
Gamboru, a trading hub,

|I|s 19 herders

but Nigerian ‘troops retook
both towns in September

2015 with the help of the

Despite the recapture of
the area, jihadist fighters
continue to launch spo-
radic attacks, ambushing
troops and vehicles, as well
as attacking and abducting
farmers.

In November last year,
Boko Haram abducted
around 50 loggers at Bu-
lakesa village outside Gam-
boru.

The decade-long conflict
has killed 35,000 people
and displaced around two
million from their homes.

The violence has spread
to neighbouring Niger,
Chad and Cameroon,
prompting the formation
of a regional military coali-
tion to fight the jihadists
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