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as the gunmen have continued to
wreak havoc on the fleeing villagers,

' |-MASKED gunmen on Sunday Jn-__chasing them to their hideouts.
| vaded Ajapayi community in Shiroro The communities around Shiroro,
Local rmment Area of Niger unya and Rafi local government

~State, killing 12 people and injured

areas have been under siege for some-

15 Gthers in an attack described as the _time now due to the activities of gun-

| Worst in the community. -
|7 Wittiesses said the gunmen had
) | laid siege on the communities and
environ for over 78 hours before un-
leashing terror on the people, killing
them with reckless abandon and dis-
placing thousands while others fled
for their lives.

Witnesses said that villages around
Kwaki area of the local government
have been deserted by residents even

men fleeing from the joint security
operation in Zamfara, Katsina and Ka-
duna states. -

Speaking with our correspondent
on the recent attack, the senator rep-
resenting Niger East Senatorial Dis-
trict in whose constituency the attack
obcurred, David Umoru, expressed
shock over the calamity that had be-
fallen his people.

“I have been receiving distress calls

in the past three days from my people
on the armed attack in the area. I am
very sad about the continued invasion
of our communities and the waste of
innocent lives with impunity while
security agencies appeared to be over-
whelmed,” Umoru said.

He, therefore, appealed to security
agencies, especially the police and mili-
tary, to deploy more personnel to the
area to save the lives of helpless villag-
ers now living in perpetual fear of the
unknown.

Police public relations officer in the
state confirmed the attack but said that
only one person was killed while 15
others were injured in the attack.

He said that the gunmen were cattle
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?ﬁunmen invade Niger community, 12 killed, 15 injured

rustlers, who had rustled cow
refused to move after reachir
community, adding that the
lums resorted to attacking an
that came close in the believ
they were coming for them.
He explained that the in
occurred in Ajapayi via Kwa
lage in Shiroro Local Goverr
Area, a very difficult terrain n
cessible even by motorcycle.
He said that the police we
top of the situation, adding
are trailing the perpetrator
will surely arrest them and
them to face the wrath of the
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