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vietims escaped to promptly alert
the police. Thank God that we
were eventually rescued after a se-
rious gun battle that aros¢ between
police operatives and kidnappers.
Five of them were killed while the
rest escaped into the bush.”

Kidnapper dies in
~ fight over sharing

of ransom money
In a related development, the
anti-kidnapping squad has arrest-
<d a landlord, 45-ycar-old, Prom-
ise Amadi, who was said to hav
harboured _a seven-man ki
jang in his.. W

are two brothers. =
ers known as Bishop Ayanaba was
S

sau Ve
Happy Ayanaba, when an argu-
ment broke out duting the sharing
of N1 ransom collected from a
victim who was kept in the hide-
out. The landlord was said to have
Fiven himself away when he al-
. legedly gave the kidnappers a spot
at the back of his house to bury the
dead gang member.

The Commissioner of Police,
Mr. Usman Bel-Bel told Sarurdeay
Sut that the seven-member gang
had been living in Amadi’s house

;|

THE SUSPECTS

for three years. They used his

house as a hideout, he said. But

on March 15, 2019,
2 busin

out i
They demanded a ransom of N17
million from him before the vic-
tim’s family and friend were only
able to raise N1 million.

On March 22, the kidnappers

released their victim from their

hideout and later met to share the

_old, Bﬂté@glm i
house and took him to their hide- oPerahon
village.

“bring millions of naira as a ran-—aasspert
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gang member.”
4 U Gang member
v o reveals mode of Ts:‘: landlord’s

Amadi, his landlord, admit-
The 25—year—:')1d man confirmed " ted being the one who i the
Sin At ey arcseve—pera™ oo deceased, Happy

enin ninmber. < involved ba but denied knowing him
“He

in ki of over 10 victims from i >
d his gang as kidnappers. “H
urt. We took them 10 1470 hat he was a bricklayer

our hideout 1 community. 1o . «

= E.tr.hg__y_b)L i 2 profession,” he claimed. “He
We do call the victim’s family to t three years in my house.
at fateful day, I saw that they

som._Sometimnes ¥
money. But fierce fight broke out m@ﬁﬁrv@m&n&wanmd tofight. I sent them away.

following hot exchanges of words
between the brothers who were -

—lteaders of the gang. In the process, -

er brother
ch he never

his yo

0

covered alive. The Police Com-

~missioner_ad 1 16
d ’s wi

_matter at Okechi Police station.

Thereafter, the anti-kidnapping

squad swung into action and ar-
rested one of the gang members,
Harmony Alex Duuba on March
23. His arrest led to the arrest of
the landlord. In fact, it was while
they were trying to bury the vic-
tim that members of the squad
stormed the scene leading to his
arrest while the others escaped.

the police operatives stormed the
Eu‘ﬁﬁ E, at the i@ELT our g
%ord s house was arrest-

M OF " Later, the deceased’s wife ran fo

e g e e TSy, s

ately the gang member came to

B;Xve h:’:z; b :n;sml % me to say that they wanted to bury

or N17 million. Two = e deceased. I gave them a place

Sl 1o shave e by b 1Y ecxyand to biry Hil befoee

g m@mfﬁe__ﬂ%ﬂér?‘ the police detectives came and ar-
= me.

“I didn’t know that they are
of the money. The. elder kidnappers. It was during inter-
togation that they confessed that
they are kidnappers. Before then
we used to drink together and do

shari
when we wanted to bury him that

ings in common but I didn’t
know that my tenants are kidnap-
pers. I couldn’t have allowed them
to bury their gang member in my
compound if I knew. It is a lesson

aware that
we are kidnappers. We share some
of the money with him. It was the
I ave us a Spot al
back of his house to bury the dead ™

The businessman’s
account

Giving an account of what
happened, the victim, Balogun
Adeleke, stated that he was happy
to identify one of the kidnappers.
“I am a businessman. I was kid-
napped right from my house and
taken away in my own car to their
hideout.

They kept me for seven days
and were demanding for a ran-
som of N17 million. My wife and
friend managed to raise N1 mil-
lion which they paid into my ac-
count from where they withdrew
it before I was released from their
custody. ‘

“It was a very terrible experi- |
ence. They tied my hands and .
legs with rope. I saw hell. I didn’t
know that one day the police op-
eratives will arrest them.” He saw
what happened as retribution from
nemesis. “They shared my NI
million among themselves,” he |
said, “yet they still killed them-
selves during the sharing.” Bel- |
Bel added that detectives are still
going after other gang members at
large while investigations are on.
It is after that the suspects will be
charged to court, he added. !




