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March 9: PDP decries killings,
miltarization of polls

From Ndubuisi Orji, Abuja

THE Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) has
condemned the militarization and killings
that characterised the governorship and
state Houses of Assembly elections in dif-
ferent parts of the country yesterday.

'l‘hepartymastatementsignedbyits
National Publicity Secretary, Kola Olog-
bondiyan, accused soldiers of arresting
and terrorising opposition leaders during
the polls. °

The PDP also accused the military of
allegedly providing cover for All Progres-
sives Congress (APC) “thugs “ to unleash
violence on opposition politicians, as well
as cart away electoral materials and disrupt
polls in its strongholds across the country.

It noted that “this resort to bloodletting,
violence and official high handedness by
the APC in our electoral process has fur-
ther confirmed that this administration has
no regard for the lives of Nigerians and
lawful processes, but only interested in
seizing power by all means.

“The PDP notes that never in the history
of our nation had a general election record-
ed such bloodletting, violence and manipu-
lations as triggered in the 2019 elections by
the Buhari Presidency and the APC.

“In Rivers, Akwa-lbom, Cross River,
Delta, Bayelsa, Kogi, Benue, Imo, Abia, Eb-
onyi, among others, soldiers brazenly aid-
ed APC thugs to unbridle violence, hijack
electoral processes and write fictitious re-
sults for APC candidates.

“In Rivers state, soldiers invaded INEC
ofﬁceinBoti,bea.tupandclmsedaway
PDP agents and assisted the APC in ballot
stuffing and writing of results. The scenar-
io was the same in Akwa-Tbom where secu-
rity agents provided cover for APC thugs
in their bid to hijack the electoral process.
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securi ts di lls in PDP
g&_g:l_\ol% and % killed - PDP~
—agents inllmudo/Umuwala area of Owerri.
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‘In Ebonyi State, APC thugs aided by
security agents, burnt down INEC facility
inl:hestate,seeingﬂmﬂleirpartydonot
have any foothold in the state.
hl:llllll Aia(;)kuh;,lealél:;/Btmu, Olamaboro,
jumu and several o local governments
of Kogi State, APC thugs, assisted by sol-
die:sinvadedpollingmﬂisandeamedaway
ballot materials, a development which
sparked off restiveness in some areas and
rwultedinmassdeslmcﬂonofpropextyin
the area.

“Inmanyoﬂ\ersbates,ﬂieAPC,incom\iv-
ance with INEC orchestrated the deliber-

ed
cist regime on our nation, but we are reso-
lute in standing with Nigerians and all lov-
elsofdemocracytomneﬂmtnobody,no
matter how vicious, is allowed to vanquish

our democracy.
“Inall,owpartystmdswithNigeﬁansm

their resilience at this defining moment in

our political h:stmy The PDP commends
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