d:

FET IS

BER Y

BEPRIEPY T

B RESY AER A

ah

b

RYoBB T a

oB

Cult war claims
8 in Benin
From Tony Osauzo, Benin

Sol ba-O
owners for

to a rival
cult group were shot dead in the

process.

cals shop owner
in the area who pleaded anonymity
said more than 20 persons ran into
and they lay on the floor to avoid
being hit by stray bullets.

He said traders in the area now
close their shops at 7:30pm since
Sunday.

“I was inside my shop when I
received a call that I should lock
my and go home because the
msxabouﬁomuﬁslstood
up to tell my boys to lock up, I saw
people running into my store to
take

All of us were on the floor while
shootings were on. We later heard
many people were robbed and two
boys were killed,” he said.
later stormed the area and started
arresting innocent residents and

bystanders.
On Sunday night, Osato Okunk-
T, manager of a hotel owned

ex-international  footballer,
Osaze Odemwingie, was killed by
cultists during a shootout.

Governor Godwin Obaseki had
in December last year unveiled a
new security architecture in the
state known as “ tion Wa-
baizigan” (Stop all bad things)
with new 30 Hilux trucks, 50 pa-
trol vehicles equi with com-
munications ?aélgtwo armed
personnel carriers and motor-
cycles. :

Meanwhile, spokesman for the
Edo State Police Command, DSP
Chidi Nwabuzor, said the police
have set up security measures to
make sure the city is safe and pro-
tected.




