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YOU HAVE A STORY FOR US?

08116758886, 08067

From Obinna Odogwu,
Abakaliki

AN act of charity done by a
woman, Mts Beatrice Okoroafor,

6852

alicgedly m

urdered the teenage
-gﬂaslgg__gnm& in the home
[ uncle.

Amid tears, Beatrice narrated
what happened. She said: “Last

to a cleric has tumed to sorrowand ~ week my daughter and I went

mourning, following the grue-

some g
ler.

. The 3

Talled in col X

old brother of the clm'g,;wnam
living in the house of her uncle,

ﬁ'—ﬁmmmmﬂ%z,
Ohaozara Counc of the

state.
T __Until her tragic death, Ugochi
was an SS2 student of Standard

_ Development Centrg in Onicha
opment

to the house to check oniit. I
intended to go to the market from
their while my daughter would
return home. So, on arrival, we |
saw a strange face in the building
different from the man we gave the
house to.

“Upon interrogation, he told us
that he was the pastor’s brother and
that the pastor had brought him in.
He said that he hails from Aninri
in Enugu State. So, I told him to
call the pastor so that I could speak
with him but he told me that the

_@@J%Dev{%w‘ call wasn’t going through.
; She was the last child and the only “Ithenaskedhimwhyﬂ)ey left

< gg%rer of the family. ;
whole family hasbéen in

gricf and the SO-year-old mother -

of the teenage girl n agony over

. the sad and painful loss of their
beloved daughter. Beatrice, a
native of Amenu Umuoji in Uburu
community, Ohaozara Local
Govemment Area, Ebonyi State,
was married to John Okoroafor,
a native of Eziga community,
Onicha | in Onicha Local
Govemnment Area of Ebonyi State,
who passed on in 2007.

Prelude to the tragedy

Some years ago the younger
brother of Beatrice, who resides
outside the country, appointed her
to look after his building in the
village, being their eldest sister and
also lives closer to their ancestral
home.
remained unoccu-

requests from prospective tenants.
This was situation until three years
ago when five women from her
village came to her and pleaded
that she should allow their pastor,
Osita (sumame withheld) to rent
the house.

Initially, she turned down the
request, telling them that it was a
family residence. When the pres-
sure became much, she yiclded to
their request which was approved
by her brother. The women,
according to her, pledged to take
full responsibility if things went
wrong. They also guaranteed its
cleanliness.

- Not only that, she released the
family house to the pastor, also
rent-free.

Not long after the cleric moved
into the residence, he brought a
young man, Chidera, 20, to live
with him.

S‘tmddy Sun leamnt that the

from Edo Stafe but that his mether—

= to be a native Aninri in

Enugu State. The boy he brought—

in and passed off-as his brother
“also hailed from Umueze Aninri in

It was in the course-of the—
pastor’s tenancy that C})ig!eg

3

the room I assigned to them and
packed into my brother’s room,
who is the owner of the house.
While this was going on, my
daughter did not utter a word.

“We went inside the house to
check the inside. We discovered
that another room was unkempt. It
had bad odour. It was at this point
that my daughter told the boy that
the way they were handling her
uncle’s house was not good at all.

“But I told her to remain calm,
saying that I knew what to do.
When I told her that it was time
1o leave but she appealed to me to
stay back and rest a little before
going back because the sun was
too intense. So, I left for the market
while she stayed back to rest. She
went inside one of the rooms and
slept.”

Before sleeping Ugochi was
said to have called her uncle at
1pm, to inform him about she
the mother observed about the

was not good. Beatrice said that
her brother called his friend and
told him to go to his house imme-
diately and find out the situation.
“He told his friend that he had
called the pastor severally but he
refused to pick. He had also sent
him a text message, which he
did not didn’t reply. Instead he
switched off his phone. Unfortu-
nately, the young man my brother
sent was reluctant to go to the
house. But he later went there. On

my daughter was sleeping, the
boy attacked her with dangerous
weapons. He first hit her on the
neck with a pestle before cutting
her on the head with cutlass.
“When I returned from the
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market, I saw drops of blood ev-
erywhere and wondered how they
came about. I was dumbfounded
by the strange discovery. I checked
from room to room except the
bathroom to find out what went

Search for Ugochi

‘When the day broke on Monday
without a sign of her daughter, Be-
atrice and her son, Chinonso, who
returned home from Abakaliki, the
state capital became worried. She
picks up the tale.

“Incidentally, my son who lives
and works in Abakaliki visited
home. He asked me about his
sister, Ugochi. But I narrated to
him how we went to my broth-
er’s house in Uburu and that she
said that she would retum in the
mormning. So, he carried me on his
motorcycle and we went to my

arrival, he sensed that something >

was wrong:He saw blood stains in Mmﬂg;kﬁdm;emwme gOt'm
—the building, He interrogatedthe o my son to a dead body she saw

boy but he told him that the blood 4t the back of my brother’s house,

siains were as aresultof pilehe . yyhere she had gone to check on

claimed to be 0 her plantain.

*The man asked him about “We were aftaid to go and sce
Ugochi whose footwear and the dead boy because we reasoned
handbag he saw but the boy lied |t the boy who claimed to be suf-
that she to the market to buy some-|  gorino from pile had died. So, we
thing. But the truth was that while | {014 the neighbours and everybody

what we were told.

“When I returned, my spirit
told me that the dead body could
be that of my daughter. My spirit
told me that the boy had killed
my daughter and claimed that the

*The late U
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