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) Ex-Prison Controller killed for
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By NGOZI UWUJARE

mem-

_Prison, was no mystery to mem-
bers of his family and neigh-

bours as accusing fingers were
readily pointed at Alhaji Tumbo
Banki, the man with whom he
had a feud in the last few months
of his life. Detectives from the
State Criminal Investigation De-
partment have since “through in-
telligence” arrested the suspect.
The misunderstanding be-
tween Banki and the deceased
arose from the former’s cows
e on the latter’s farm,
for which Gwali had demanded
compensation. Inability to reach
a compromise had turned the is-
sue into a bitter feud between the
two parties. In his final weeks,
Gwali had reportedly spoken
about threats to his life.

A shocking
murder
Gwali was murdered in his
asara
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14-year-old Tenwa Gwali re-

lived the tragedy of that fateful
day.

“My dad had gone to visit his

friend in Keffi and we waited for

him to arrive. He got back home
around 9:45 pm. I heard his car
horned, which was an indication
for me to open the gate. I went
out and opened the gate and he
drove in. I was at the gate when
I heard a gunshot. I ran back
into the house and I saw him in
a pool of blood. I quickly called
his orderly, Adamu Aguzaidu
who reported the case at Lam-
inga Police Station”.

She continued: “It is still a

shocker to me that my dad was

killed right inside our com-
pound. We knew of hlsAE;s—
understanding with one i
Banki whose cow destroyed his J
farm and the man’s refusal to
pay for the damages. My father
laxerspokeabommemnﬂmat
ening him.”

'I‘hebmmerofﬁledeceased,
Dalenya Takbal, also corrobo-
rated the story about the rancour
between his brother and “one Al-
haji whom his cow damaged his
faxmbmreﬁusedtommpnmag
hnn and was later ﬁmtmmg

Sald Takbal: “We
the Alhaji to be the killer of my
brother. We want justice to be
done.”

Facts from
police’s log
According to Nasarawa State
Commissioner of Police, Mr
Yahaya Bello, the deceased had
lodged complaints to the com-
munity’s elders of how a cow
belonging to Alhaji Tumbo Ban-
ki had ravaged his farm. Tumbo,

who had promised to pay Gwali
a compensation of N150, 000,
at first, gave hlm N80, 000

threatening

life, and within a week, he was
mmderednghtmhls

Commissioner of Police Bello
added that Banki, the suspect, is
notorious as a troublemaker in
Laminga community. He is re-
ported to have fought and threat-

.ened the local vigilante group in
* the area. He also has cases pend-

ing in the High Court in Lafia.

compound.

The suspect’s
defence

“It is true that my cow dam-
aged the farm of the deceased,”
Alhaji Tumbo Banki, the sus-
pect, told Saturday Sun.

“Weagreedthatlshotﬂdpay
N150, 000 for the
sentN80 000tohunbutld1dn’t
pay the balance. One day, he
sent for me and returned the
N80, 000Wehavebealhavmg

mlstmderstmdmg

He insisted: “I didn’t know
who killed him. I am loyal to
him. I am not aware of his kill-

mgBmh,whotmdhshwym

‘around him, insisted that the

case is still under investigation.

The remains of Gwali, who
retired from Nigeria Prison Ser-
vice in 2015, was buried on Au-
gust 30, in his town at Langtang
Local Government Area, Plateau

he recruited some youths into
the Nigeria Prison Service. We
are proud to him.”

Habila added: “We want jus-
tice to be done on this case; we
don’t want this case to be swept
under the The Inspec-
tor General. of Police should
be aware that .the whole world
wants to know the outcome of
this case.”




