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Overview of df Galma River that kills swimmers in Zaria

9» victims, the late Aliyu Garba (left) and Mustafa Ibrahim
From Abdullahi Hassan, Zaria day, he told his friends that he will swim for
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According to a source, more than 20
young men had died in the river in the last
two years while swimming.

\  The question on the lips of natives was
why was it that only boys who come to
swim the river are victims, and sometimes

rence. Most of them believe that the river is
| devilish.

Some of them disclosed that many years
back people used the river for spiritual ac-
at the or in the
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He said that the river has two sections,
which are hard to cross over in those days,
pointing out that the most dangerous was the
one close to the bridge.

“There was an area in the river that
some times you could see fire or smoke
without fire coming on the top of the water, I
was a small boy by that time and I saw it my-
self;” he said.

A 70-year-old man, Malam Tukur Mo-
hammad Tukum, and resident of Gyellesu
Area, said: “Let me tell you that young boys

ably gathered that Aliyu used to go and
swim with his friends, even on ﬂnfateﬁll

(Galma: Zaria river that kills young boys

I Drownsﬂ10 in 6 months M Flshermen farmers residents speak

swim in an area

place, in fact, as

present
ma River for their Juju practice, so how can
you escape from devil when some people
invited him. The river is a devilish river and
the attraction for sacrifice are the young boys.
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so there is no escape route”.

IdnsBalarabeTmnnm,aﬂsimnanatGal—
ma River said: “You see no fisherman has
ever died in this river. It is true that more
young boys always die here. I think they are
dying because of their inability to swim.

“The young boys always swim around the
reservoir tank or water pipeline area which
has high volume of water and the boys can-
not contend the pressure of the water com-
ing from the area, so they die during the
process of trying to get out.

“1 have been fishing in the river for
25 years since I was 20 years old, and
moved round the river, but I have never
come across any mysterious thing, soI don’t
wanmheheveﬂnﬂnesdevdmﬂlemv-

He,hamu;adnmdﬂudneaepeo-
ple who visit the river for different purposes
which may include ritual activities, but ar-
gxdﬂndownotmemﬂndeﬂmasa

result of ritual activities in the river.

But Malam Bala NaBala, a farmer in Gal-
ma River for 50 said: “Rivers are usu-

that presently a man has constructed a house
and is living in the river; go and ask him
whathe is there?

Looking at the occurrence, a social wel-
fare officer to Zaria Local Government who
does not want his name mentioned said: “Tt
is true that we have received reports about
the death of 10 young boys in Galma River
. The matter is before the state government

and ivestigation on the frequent death is

ongoing already”.

He, however, denied the rumour that the
Galma River was being used for ritual pur-
poses, noting that “the state government is

parents
sponsible for the deaths of their children
by allowing them to go to swim there.

“My department has been waming parents
allowdﬂdrmtoswnnmdlenve,ht

the waming was in vain”.
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