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Gunmen
murder 4in Rivers

From Tony John, Port p
—— _Harcourt :
{ GUNMEN suspected to be

X1

sts, in the early hours of |
Satur cam-"

munity in Eleme Govern-

ment Area of Rivers State, an j

aledd

alor, Eja a
Ebubu. by lam and gruesomely | |
Medthel et~ |
T@ffm%%:?ﬁmd that

the en operated unhin-
dercgui‘;lm the community for
over four hours without the
intervention of security opera-
tives and left after theytyhage ful-
filled their mission. Residents
of the community are still in
fear of reprisals, and are now
mourning the loss of their loved
ones, lamenting incessant kill-
ings in the area en.
Some of the relatives of the
victims who spoke with jour-
nalists expressed - displeasure

over the alleged unprofessional [~

way security agents operate in
the community, saying they
had lost confidence in security
agencies.

Meanwhile, business * ac-
tilvities in the area were crip-
pled by the killings. Reacti
to the in(:ideklixltl,mgs chairman of
Eleme LGA, Philip Okparaji,
said he was working with secu-
rity operatives to ensure peace
returned to the area.

Okparaji condemned the kill-
ings after he visited the scene
of the incident and the families
of the victims, promising to
take proactive measures to curb
the menace.

“We are just coming from
Ebubu, whei’e we :;l:tg to see
the families of the victims and
later we went to see the tradi-
tional ruler. But, basically, we
have charged the traditional
rulers of various communities
in Ebubu to call their subjects
to order, that we won't tolerate

happening in Ebubu and, as
government, we won't tolerate
it. We have also spoken with
the youth council of Ebubu
community to see what they
can do to rise to the occasion.
As a government, if they fail to
do that honestly, appropriate
measures will be taken to sanc-
tion such traditional rulers and
youth council conniving with
such people,” he said. 2

The state police command
was yet to react to the incident
as at press time.
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