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Police officer accused by in-laws
of complicity in wife's death

® | have no hand in her death, she died from an ailment ~Husband

From Rose Ejembi, Makurdi
"I'HE parents of late Tor]
T >

_Que
the allegation that her death was |

caused

5
Father of the 2
Daniel Awuna, is still in shock
while Torkwase’s mother,
Mama M Awuna, is dis-
traught. Tz:cykwase, who was
known to her husband’s kins-
men as Queen Ade, fell in love
and got married to Iorember in
2011. But shortly after, the mar-
riage began experiencing some
hiccups as it was alleged that
the man, in addition to being a
womanizer and wife beater, was
also not providing food or other
necessities of life for his wife
and children.
Mama Awuna who spoke to
Sunday Sun reporter in tears
said that at a point she took
up the responsibility of send-
ing foodstuff to her regularly,
from Adikpo in Kwande Local
Government Area of the state to
Makurdi, to sustain Torkwase
and her children.
She recalled with pain that the \  +Torkwase with her three children
worst part of the whole matter
was that soon after got arrived Makurdi, Mercy learnt__ then moved to the Benue State
married, Iorember turned her ng;wmmlsslm; University Teaching Hospital
daughter to a punching bag and ~ the police clinic. : (BSUTH) on Sunday, December
would beat her to pulp at the  // Taking up the tale, she said: 17,2017.
slightest provocation. “At the police clinic, the situa- While she was on admission,
Mama recalled one day when tion € more complicated I went briefly to Adikpo, to get
ber went to the extent of and my daughter was moved more foodstuff. This was before
locking up his wife in a police to the Federal Medical Centre, Christmas. I was there when
cell for days all because she FMC, Makurdi. While she was  news filtered in that my daugh-
fought and overpowered one of being treated, the husband and ter had died, less than one week
his girlfriends, who came to the ~ some members of his family after she was admitted at the
house to pick a fight with her. came and told me that what was hospital,” Mercy said, as tear-
e 57-year-old grandmother,  wrong with her could be cured
who led the eight-month- faster by a native doctor and I
0 fl&deceaseddaugh— told them that all I wanted was
ter,whﬂeshemm\formychﬂdmbewellagam
i}g_dmm‘,, 4 - hong; 5°m1
ovember 3, 2017, Torkwase for my chil ly to come
alled he Chutkeptcrying  back and find out that they had
3 moved her from the hospital
really ned to her. ~to the home of a native doctor
~ Shesaid immediately her somewhminNmﬂntnkma
husband, Torkwase’s father told ~ of Ma!mtdi," Mercy said.
her about the development, she While at the native doc-
used her own phone, to call her tor’s place, she said Iorember
daughter to know what was abandoned his sick wife with
the matter, and Torkwase said hqrandwould_goformanydays
amid tears that if she died, they ~ without checking on them to
- should know that it was her know whether they had eaten
husband that killed her. or not. As a result, both mother
“On hearing such and daugt would go hungry
from my daughter, I pressed for days. 2
further to know what was really To curb the starvation, she
the matter and she said after the went back home in Adikpo
food I sent to her finished, she to get some foodstuff. When
asked her husband for money she got back to Makurdi, she
for food and he pounced on discovered that her ter
her, and beat her mercilessly,” had again been moved from the
Mercy said. -~ native doctor’s place back to her

Jolted by the revelation, she

__home even though her condition

immediately left for Makurdi_ was deferiorating

~because she was not ort- —
able with the way her da hter
souided on phone. When she

“When I saw her condition, I
" insisted that she must be taken
back to the hospital. She was

*Pa Awuna (right), Mama Awuna wit

drops rolled down her cheeks.
‘When Torkwase’s parents
tried to confirm the news,
Iorember’s family said it was
not true. The distraught grand-
mother is deeply pained that
since the demise of her daugh-
ter, the husband had never for
one day inquired about his three
children, who have been with
their maternal grandparents,
and had not even bothered to
provide for their upkeep.
Taking the story, father of the
deceased, Pa Daniel Awuna,
70, a retired Assistant Super-
intendent of Police (ASP) said
he was at home on Christmas
Day when some members of

Torember’s family called him on

phone to break the news of the
death of his daughter to him.
“Before then, news was ev-
erywhere the previous day that
she had died but no one told us.
I asked them if they had fixed
the date for her burial and they
said they would inform me in
due course. On December 28,

2017, they came again to inform

me that she would be buried on
January 13, 2018.

“I feel sad that she died after
severe beatings by her husband
and she did not have adequate
medical care while alive, This
is why the husband has to be
cautioned, to serve as a deter-
rent to others, who are in the
habit of beating their wives,” Pa
Awuna said.

When contacted on the
phone, Iorember Ade, who de-
bunked all the allegations made
about him said the two families
were already holding talks to
resolve all the issues
surrounding his wife’s demise
stressing that his wife died of an
ailment which her family was

&

h Torkwase’s lcsf child

aware of.
His words: “I did not kill

my wife. There is nothing like
that. Both families are

ing about this situation and
I believe that everything will be
resolved soon. She died of an
ailment and they are aware of
that. I did not kill her,” Torember
said.

But Torkwase’s brother, Pius
Awuna, who also spoke with
Sunday Sun on the phone,
insisted that his sister died as
aresult of the internal injuries
caused by the frequent beat-
ing she got from her husband.
It was the injuries from the
beatings that led to her being
admitted into the police clinic
and other hospitals before she
died.

“They are claiming that she
died of hepatitis, because one
of my brothers had died of the
same ailment in the past; they
are now saying that it is heredi-
tary. For example; if l
had malaria but died in a road
accident, can people now turn
around and say he died of ma-
laria and not the car crash? That
is what the family of the officer
is using as a defense for their
son. Is that fair?” Pius queried.

Pius said he had
that an autopsy be conducted to
a?solutely ascertamI i beﬂf cause
of death, but Iorember’s family,
he alleged, have been reluctant
to allow this to be done, and in-
stead are pushing for “Torkwase
to be buried quickly to cover up
their jeghesoars .

He added: “Tension is rising
in Ajio, Ishagev-Ya, Kwande
Local Government Area of
Benue Sate, where our two
families are residing. Something
should be done now.”
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