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*The late Chikezie Okeigwe

that night.

_ There, at the village square,
the murder of Chief Chikezie
was formally announced, The
meeting ended up in lamentation,
as virtually e shouted
in shock. It was resolved that
whoever killed Okeigwe had
declared war with the Amankalu
community.

But before the people dis-
persed, they were told that there
would be another meeting in the
morning at the same venue. Also,
a delegation was raised to go to
the Divisional Police Station at
Uzuakoli to lodge a report on the
incident. 5

Yet the people were deep
disturbed, wondering what would
make any person to raise his
arms against the deceased who
was well seen as a peacefull and
quiet man, who always looked
for friendship rather than antago-
nism? The incident provoked too
many questions with only few
answers.

Right from when he relocated
to the village from Delta State
with his wife and children,
Okelowe embraced et -

as his major business. He had
planted an orchard, including
plantains and pineapple. And like
every good farmer, he

his investment jealously. And
curiously, it was in the same farm
that he died.

On September 18, 2017, the
Bende Local Government chair-
man, Chief Bernard Okereke,
led a team of other members of
his administration, including the
councilor representing Amankalu
Alayi in the council, Hon. Aka-
chukwu Okorie, to commiserate
with the bereaved family and the
entire village. Also on the same
day, the police visited Amabo
village and assessed the situation
themselves.

The people pronounced the
murder of Okeigwe as a taboo
and resolved that the land must
be cleansed to avoid future occur-
rence. The people also decided
1o stage a peaceful protest to the
police station to urge them not to
spare whosoever was culpable in
the killing.

Sunday Sun further learnt that
the traditional ruler called up the
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: traps. He was hale and hearty

an account of her last encounter
with her husband. Recounting
the last interaction she had with
husband before he left to check
on his traps and the orchard,
she said: “On that morning my
husband told me that he would
g0 into the orchard to check his

and did not have any quarrel with
anybody I can remember.”

On whether she d any-
body who could have commi
the dastard act, she said she

occasions threatened the hus
with death. She said that the said
t would harvest Okeigwe’s
yields with impunity and
whenever her late husband chal-
lenged him, the alleged person
would always threaten, “I wil]
) ill you onei day.”

Mercy told the gathering at the
village that this had goerfc]:ngn for
some time. She added: “I did not
know he meant to catry out his
threat, despite the fact that my
husband had helped him solve
his problems on many occasions.
Now, he has killed him and left
the children and I to suffer.” The
bereaved woman said with a
voice laden with grief, and was

escorted back to her
house.

Many other people who spoke
soon after confirmed it was true
that the suspect had threatened
Okeigwe. Even people from
the adjoining villages said the
suspect was indeed a nuisance
and had threatened to kill them
too whenever he embarked on
harvesting their crops. They
therefore, urged the village lead-
ership and the traditional ruler,
Eze Aka, to step up measures and
make sure that the suspect paid

the prize for killing his fellow
kinsman, which was highly
forbidden in Igboland. Given
this development, the traditional
ruler urged the village leadership
to articulate the various views in
a formal report, which would be
endorsed by concerned parties
and forwarded to the various
organs of government, including
the local government and the
police.

In the wake of the revelations,
the police arrested the g
Sunday Sun leamt that he was
nabbed in Umuhu community,
which is far from Amamkalu
Alayi, as he was trying to escape
justice,

When contacted, the Abia
State Police Public Relations Of-
ficer, Ogbonna Geoffrey (DSP),
confirmed the incident. He said
the case had been transferred to
the State Criminal Investigation

Division for further anmramet ot |



