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By HENRY OKONKWO

SIX months after his death, the
body0f 37 -year- old trader, Mr.
Chukwuebuka CEmmgmmmu 1s
%nm to rest 1 peace.

Reason: Circumstances sur-
rounding his sudden death have
raised lot of dust that is yet to
settle. Now, his family mem-
bers are at loggerheads with

the death of her husband. The
in-laws have atso-takem custody
of the widow’s six- year- old
daughter, Amarachi Miracle,
an act that has left Mrs. Umeo-
biaeri devastated and broken-
hearted. “My in-laws have tak-
en my daughter away from me
for months, I don’t know where
or the condition they have kept
my daughter. For months they
don’t allow me access to see or
even talk to her. They don’t pick
my calls anytime I call them.
All m begging them is to al-
low me see and hold my child.
I am innocent and I’'m ready to
prove my innocence, but they
have vowed that they would
ensure that I either die or rot in
jail”, she cried.

Chukwuebuka, an indigene
of Aguata, Anambra State, was
said {0 have committed suicide
on July 1, 2016, According to
Waww\w_%m%mm%mg married to
the late Chukwuebuka for six
years, she came back from the

market that fateful Friday after- -

noon to see her husband hang-
ing from the ceiling fan hook
inside their apartme;
Ajibade Street i
sald her husband was gasping
for breath, intermittently kick-
ing his arms and legs in the air

when she saw him dangling in -

. the air,
But the in-laws have refused
to believe the story and have
called for her mﬁ.mmﬁ insisting
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» Family accuses wife of killing hubby
v hands are clean

she says

State Criminal Investigation Depart-
ment (SCID) Awka for three days.
The case was later transferred to Pan-
ti in Lagos. There again, T was held
for one month and 17 days. They told
the police to torture me while keep-
ing me in custody till I confess. And
for six months they have kept my
daughter away from me. They said I
have no right to be with my daugh-
ter, Till now, I don’t know anything
about her whereabouts.”

Stating their own side of the story,
one of the in-laws and an elder broth-
er of the deceased, Ichie Umeobiaeri,
in a photo chat with Saturday Sun,
said that all Rose said were all lies.
“The truth is that she is the prime
suspect for the murder of my brother.
She is still being investigated by the
SCID Panti and there is no way she
would be seeing her daughter al-
ways when she is in police custody.
Her daughter is safe with us, and we
won’t chase her away if she comes to
see her little child. She was released,
because they are awaiting the result
of the autopsy. The first one was
done in Awka, but the police wanted
to do a second one to confirm.

“She claimed that my brother
hanged himself, but the first autopsy
disproved that. Rather that he died of
internal injuries. We leant she was
dating their neighbour, and that any
time :d\ brother leaves the house

fi both of them would be




when she saw mm gangung m
the air.

But the in-laws have refused
to believe the story and have
called for her arrest, insisting
that she is being economical
with the truth.

They accuse Mrs. Umeobi-
aeri of infidelity and then mur-
dering their brother, an allega-
tion she vehemently denies.

Narrating the incident, Mrs.
Umeobiaeri, a 33- year- old in-
digene of Orlu, Imo State, told
Saturday Sun that few days
before her husband commit-
ted suicide, she noticed that he
was very restless and acting
strangely.

According to her it all start-
ed on June 28, 2016 when her
husband called her aside and
told her that he was involved
in some kind of shady busi-
ness that would soon land him
in big trouble. “We run a shop
where we sell industrial scraps
and tools at Aswani market. On
that Tuesday, he said he was
into buying stolen goods from
one 13-year-old boy called Chi-
‘maobi. He said that Chimaobi
had suddenly disappeared. And
he feared that Chimaobi might
have been arrested and that
his name would be mentioned
when police commenced inves-
tigations.

“He was sleepless at night
saying that the police and OPC
would come any time to him,
and that he would be jailed, so
1 should take care of our daugh-
ter, because soon we won’t see
him again. I was confused be-
cause I strongly suspected he
wasn’t telling me the whole
truth.

Again, I was seriously ill and
felt he didn’t tell me because of
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my health. On Wednesday I went
to church and they urged me to
invite him for our Friday prayer
session. He agreed to come with
me.

On that day we all prayed to-
gether in the church, but he hur-
riedly left immediately, without
waiting to consult the church
leader for counselling. I ran after
him with my daughter.

“When we got home, he said
I should prepare beans for him
to eat. He gave me N1,000 and
said I should go along with my
daughter. I didn’t understand
why he wanted me to leave
with our daughter because the
weather was hot, but he insisted
that I should go. So I left for the
market. On coming back, 1 went
straight to the kitchen, while my
daughter went to see her father

The late Chukwuebuka with Ro

in the room. But the next thing I
heard was my daughter scream-
ing after seeing her father hang-
ing from the ceiling. When I
rushed into the room and saw
my husband still struggling. I
was confused and wanted to
go mad. I screamed and called
on our neighbour to help me
bring him down. We brought
him down and rushed him to the
hospital. I then rushed to call my
church leader. Later that evening
I was told my husband had died,;
the doctor said my husband died
on arrival at the hospital.”

In Igbo culture, suicide espe-
cially by hanging is a taboo, and
Mrs. Umeobiaeri fully under-
stood this. Accordingly, shock
and trauma overwhelmed her
and she just did not know how
to relay the dastardly act to her

se and their daughter, >3n=n_.o=m

in-laws. “I didn’t tell my in-
laws that my husband himself
because it is an abomination and
I don’t know how to give such
information over the phone. I
wanted to tell the circumstance
surrounding my  husband’s
death face to face when I got to
the village.

So, I only told them that
Chukwuebuka slumped and
died.”

This move could have been
a costly mistake because when
she met her husband’s family
and told them another story that
their brother hanged himself.
Nobody believed her. Rather
“they started levelling different
allegations against me. They ac-
cused me of murdering my hus-
band and seized my daughter
from me. I was locked up at the

disproved that. Rather that he died o1
internal injuries. We leant she was
dating their neighbour, and that any
time my brother leaves the house
for the shop, both of them would be
having sex. One year ago, my late
brother came to the village and told
our mother that he wanted to divorce
Rose because she is sleeping with
their co-tenant. But my mother told
him to be more careful and sure of
his allegation. He might have caught
her red-handed and she now decided
to conspire and kill him. From the
autopsy report, my brother was hit
on the chest with a heavy object, and
even there were no marks around his
neck to show and prove that he ac-
tually hanged himself. The brother’s
corpse doesn’t look like he commit-
ted suicide by hanging himself.

“It was all these things that made
us suspect foul play, and I had fo pe-
tition the police. That was why they
detained her in Awka and Lagos.

I strongly suspect that my late
brother was killed because he found
out his wife’s infidelity. Why was it
just her and the neighbour that saw
him dead? Why didn’t they raise
alarm to attract other neighbours?
Why didn’t they call the police? Why
did she start with telling us lies that
our late brother slumped? They told
us he was found hanging and then
they took him to the hospital, but the
story is very suspicious. If she is not
the one who killed him, she should
at least tell us the truth about what
actually happened so that we can
go bury our brother; because as it is
now we cannot bury him, since we
don’t know exactly what happened.
Ifit is true that he committed suicide,
we won’t bury him, rather we would
throw his body away. So we want to
know the true position of things be-
fore we know how to bury him. That
is our only concern.”




