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Army obeys last wish of Colonel

From James Ojo, Abuja

THE last wish of slain Com-
~. manding Officer of the 118

~Task Force Battalion of the
Nigerian Army,

killed by Boko Haram

tally of dead Lieutenant

Colonels to be killed by Boko
Jaram since October to fou
irst was Lieutenant-Colonel

K Yusuf, to be followed with
e killing of Lieutenant-

ﬁghtmf\Colonel Abu Ali and Colonel

~—Boko Haram in the North  B.U. Umar. :
East, Lieutenant Colone] Umusu’s death came less
G'fc_)f)—_ rise Usumu was that the an 24 hours he bade his

“General Officer Command-

“ing (GOC) 8 Division allow
mains be-

- his wife see his r
ore mterment

Wlfe, Ufuoma, bye with a
hug and kiss at the Nnamdi
Azikiwe International Air-
ort, Abuja. /
It was leamt he made a

His last request was con
ﬁrm?ﬂ—iﬁnﬂm‘t quick dash to Abuja before

“with The Sun at the family  the Yuletide and final prepa-
htmse in Kubwa, a suburb_ﬁ rations for comprehensive
Abuja, the Federal Capital _sweep of the operational the-
erritory (FCT). atre to end Boko Haram, as
Usumu died a_seek ago,” ordered by the Chief of Army
while bein , Lt. Gen. Tukur Buratai.
Maiduguri, Borno State, for  The army chief had called
e attenti n all officers and soldiers

ter the vehicle in which he

and his adjutant were travel-  remnants of Boko Haram -

ing ran into landmines alleg-

to buckle up and ensure that

are completely cleared and

“edly planted by insurgents.
~ Military sources said ;1&

promised to be with the sol-
diers at the war front with

Improvised Explosive Device
IED) allegedly "planted by

‘Boko Haram exploded on the

a view to having a colour-

ful end of year and peaceful -

Yuletide in th¢ North-East

and Nigeria.

road to Zare, a wl]age before
amasak, as his troop.

=F Dally Sun gathered from
in_[Usumu’s family that he re-
quested that his wife be al--

lowed to see his remains
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“when it dawned on him that
he will not make it to the hos-
pital because of injuries from
the blasts.

“The soldiers who broke
the sad news to us said that
those were was his last words

- before he died as they made

their way to a Maiduguri hos-
pital for better treatment,’
one of the brothers of the
deceased said.

In compliance with his re-
quest, the family sent Barris-
ter James Usumu, to lead the
fallen officer’s wife to Mai-
duguri, last Thursday, even
as the family awaits official
notice of Otobrise’s death.

In Maiduguri, represen-
tatives of the family are ex-
pected to meet and exchange
notes with the military on
the burial plans for the slain
officer. j

But, the agony of the Umu-
su's was captured in a letter

~ from his younger brother,

Odiriviroro, to President Mo-
hammed Buhari published
by Daily Sun last Friday.
Odiriviroro had decried the
long silence on his brother’s
death from the appropriate
authorities, a development,
he noted, was not encourag
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