L-R: DirectorGeneral, National Bio-Safety Management Age
logy, Dr. Ogbonnaya Onu; Directo

Development Agency, Mrs. Lucy Agbadu and guest lecturer,
at the Agricultural Biotechnology and Bio-Safe

of Science and

ncy, Mr Rufus Ebegba; Minister.

neral, National Biotechnology
Professor Ogunniyi Solomon,
workshop in Abuja, yesterday.

2 killed as Ebonyi, Cross River
communities renew hostilities

From Emmanuel
Uzor, Abakaliki

TW!

worth millions of naira
looted while more than
150 persons were dis-

laced in renewed hostil-
p . ] ‘g_o_%h‘ﬁr 1..

community in Ikwo Lo-
cal Government Area of
Phonvi st AfdRE e

Abi ent

bi_Local Governmer
Area_of Cross River
A community leader
in Ochienyi and relation
to one of the deceased,
Mr. Samuel Nomeh
gave the names of those

killed as Elijah Nomeh
and Agashi Onuenyim.
If Ileged  th:

e
about 9:00am, some mil-
itants numbering over
20, fully armed with
sophisticated weapons

allegedly invaded their

NO people-were shot
déad yeste and 10°
houses "’Eﬁdt?propeny

community, shot sporad-
ically, burnt houses.and
looted property of the
people of Ochienyim.

“This is the fourth in..
the series of attacks by :

the people of Adadama
community against our
people. -since after the
Assistant Inspector Gen-
eral .of Police in-charge
of zone 6 called a meet-
ing of the two commu-
nities and called for a
cease fire.”

Nomeh further re-
called that on October
24, 2015, the militants

also attacked the com-

munity, shot a police
officer, burnt 20 houses
and abducted some per-
sons from the commu-
nity. ‘

Another displaced
victim and a mother of
seven who is currently
taking refuge in a prima-
ry school building with
her children, Mrs. Mary

- Ogeji regretted that in all

the attacks, her people
remained :calm with the
hope that relevant au-
thorities . would come to
their rescue.

She further pointed out
that no fewer than 600
persons have been dis-
placed by the communal
crisis and called on the
state . government and
the National Emergency
Management = Agency
(NEMA) to come to the
aid of the displaced per-
sons.

When contacted, Dep-
uty Governor, Dr. Kele-
chi Igwe said investiga-
tions into the attack were
on-going and urged the
people to remain calm
while the state govern-
ment concludes its in-
vestigation.

Dr. Igwe, who is the
chairman of the Inter-
boundary Committee,
said they will soon visit

the area to-ascertain the
level of destruction and
meet with displaced per-
sons.

Ebony State Police
Public Relations Officer,
ASP George Okafor said
the command was yet to
ascertain if the persons
were dead or not.

“The chairman of
Ochienyim commun%
reported that one Elij
Nomeh is missing and
men of the command
have combed the whole
buffer zone and there is
no trace of the said per-
son or any of his wears
to indicate he has been
killed. For now, we pre-
sume he was abducted
by the people of Ada-
dama.”

The PPRO stated that
the command has com-
municated to its Cross
River counterpart to
ensure the rescue of the
missing person.
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