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MASSOB anniversary:

Showdown in Anambra

...2 members feared killed, 200 arrested
e Freedom, our rights, Group insists

From Aloysius Attah,
Jeff Amechi Agboodo,
Onitsha; David Onwuch-
ekwa, Nnewi and Okey
Sampson, Aba

AT least two members of the
Movement for tl the Actualisation

of thé Sovereign State of Biafra
(MASSOB) were feared killed
and over 100 others arrested
yesterday in the commercial city

of C )mtsh;i. Angmbra State when
SOB members clashed
mm_gcumgL.umdu;-

ing activities marking the 16th

;an:wﬁer_‘sgg' of the gr
gIving  Services
1eld in all the states of the South
Fast during the weekend, also
ed to the arrest of scores of
MASSOB members in Aba and
Nnewi according to Daily Sun

( The group’s coordinator for
Anambra North zone, Emman-

uel Omenka, told Daily Sun on
phone that the clash took place
during the thanksgiving mass
held at St. Lwanga Catholic
C hur-.:h, Okpoko, New Haven
in (

Area. According to him, a joint
security task force had invaded

the venue and arrested ahﬂu\lj

200 members.

Omenka alleged that the joint
security task force used brute
force on them and told them
point blank that they were carry-
ing out the Federal Government
directive on the clampdown on
the group.

Also in Nnewi, Anambra
State, members of the group
also clashed with the Police in
Nnewi, leaving five persons
wounded and over 50 arrested in
the church.

Regional Administrator,
MASSOB, Anambra South, Mr
Mrs. Virginia Ubazuonu said
members were attacked without
while in the church to thank God
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Daily Sun learnt that trouble
started after MASSOB mem-
bers had arrived the church and
got seated. However, some of
the members who arrived later
were accosted by the police at
the Traffic Light, a stone’s throw
to the residence of late Chief
Chukwuemeka  Odumegwu
Ojukwu residence.

On getting information that
their members were being ar-
rested at the Traffic Light, other
members in the church were
said 10 have mobilized to know
why there were problem with
the police without any provoca-

tion. There was a clash and the

police started shooting which
lasted for nearly thirty minutes.
In the process, three MASSOB
members were said to have
sustained bullet wounds and
the two people arrested were
handcuffed by the police were
rescued by their members who
assisted them to the church for
safety while the wounded were
taken to an undisclosed hospital.
She said the police later rein-
forced with over ten trucks and
arrested over 50 of her members
at the church gate.

“They were shooting at us
but we were approaching them
until we rescued our members.
We did not provoke them. But
they decided to attack us.” one
of the MASSOB members at
the scene of the incident.

Meanwhile,
the movement, yesterday were
undeterred by police presence
as they held therr scheduled
thanksgiving service.

The Movement effectively
beat police strategy as it suc-
cessfully held the service n
three churches in the city.

The police had as early as
6.00am, stationed armoured
personnel carrier (APC) and
fierce looking mobile and regu-
lar policemen in and around the
Christ the king (CKC) Catholic

Aba zone of

~initially planned to hold the ser-

vice.

Daily Sun gathered that
members of the Movement got
information days earher about
the police plan not to allow
them access to CKC and made
alternative arrangements for dif-
ferent venues which they kept to
themselves.

But unknown to the police,
as they were keeping watch
over CKC and its environs,
members of MASSOB were at
three different churches within
the Obohia Road/Crystal Park
Hotel axis holding the thanks-
giving service. The celebration
was also peaceful in Okpoko,
Anambra State when MASSOB
members marched through the
streets, in disguise without put-
ting on MASSOB regalia or
symbol. However, they chant-

Osun: PDP,

ed freedom songs. They later
converged on a secluded field
where they hoisted the Biafran
flag, displayed banners and ad-
dressed journalists.

MASSOB zonal leader for
Anambra Central, Chief Vin-
cent Iloh in a speech said that it
calls for celebration and glory
to God that the struggle which
started on 13th September 1999
has clocked 16 despite several
bruises. He announced the news
of death of one of their member,
Bartholomeo Onyeagba alleg-
edly shot by the police in Awka
that morning and another mem-
ber also killed in Nnewi. He
disclosed that they will continue
fighting for the liberation of
Ndigbo. He said that the strug-
gle for self determination is a
legal fight noting that those who
fought for the independence of
Nigeria from British colonialists
were not hounded every time
like their group.

APC bicker

over N20bn bailout fund

THE State of Government of Osun
on Sunday asked Nigenans to
watch out for series of distortions,
misinformation and outnght lies
as part of the strategies of the Peo-
ples Democratic Party and their
allies to distract the Rauf Aregbe-
sola government in the aftermath
of the receipt of the bailout funds.
The Burcau of Communica-
tion and Strategy mn the Othce of
the Govemor said on Sunday that
the PDP and its alhes are irevo-
cably committed to a shameful
assignment of manipulations of
the minds of the people through
a litany of lies and concoctions as
they embark on their fruitless jour-
ney to pull down the govemment.
The statement, signed by the
Bureau’s Director, Mr. Semiu
Okanlawon, said the latest of the
PDP’s falsehood is the allegation
that the government of Aregbe-
sola has paid a sum of N20billion
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Yeditepe, the construction com-
pany handling the Oba Adesoji
Aderemi Second By-Pass Road
out of the N34.988billion received
as bailout funds.

“Nothing could be more ridicu-
lous as an allegation! Furst, Gov-
ernor Aregbesola commenced the
construction of the Adesoji Ader-
emi Road in July 2013 at the total
cost of N14.5billion and this was
publicly announced.

“What then would be the reason
for the payment of N20billion to
the contractor in 20157

“Secondly, the PDP has shot
tself in the foot and punctured
its own lies of last week where 1t
accused Aregbesola of fixing the
bailout funds n a deposit account
for interests to accrue. If its claim
of fixing the N34.988billion in a
deposit account was ftrue, how
then was the govemor able to pay
N20billion to Slava Yeditepe?
Thls slmlds loglc in thr. Imd.
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