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Cult war: Soldiers take over deserted

Aggah community, death toll rises to 19

..Residents sfill sleeping in farms, neighbouring communities

From Chris Anucha,
Port Harcourt

SOLDIERS have taken
over Aggah community In

firmed that

journey.

Investigation also con-

Mgbede and Aggah com-
munities, who fled their

Ogba/Egbema/Ndoni "Lo- homes as a result of the

cal " Governmient Area of

Rivers State, where there
was a bloody clash be-
tween two cult groups,

De-gbam and De-wel
" Ttwas gathered yesterday

i il et

that _three more _bods

ies had been retrieved

ffom the bush, bringing”

the total number of mur-
deredpersons to 19. '

Thére was heavy pres-
ence of security men,
especially  stern-looking
soldiers when Daily Sun
visited yesterday. The
soldiers were seen oOr-
dering people entering
into Egbema to raise their
hands, frisking them
thoroughly, before allow-

ing them to continue their; -

—_——

cult war, were still taking
refuge in their farm settle-
ments close to Okansu
community in Ogba.

A community leader in
Aggah, who spoke with
Daily Sun on the condition
anonymity, said the spo-
radic gunshots witnessed
in the past two weeks had
ceased since three days the
community was ‘milita-
rised’.

Efforts to speak with the
traditional ruler of Aggah,
His Royal Highness, Eze
Ignatius Ekezie, the Ezeali
I of Aggah, were futile.
One of his aides said: “He
is not in the mood to speak
to press for now.”

- There -has been - a - rag-

residents of

ing cult war in Aggah
community for more than
two weeks now. It was al-

legedly triggered"ﬁ_}% job

opportunities _offered bV

oné of the multi-national

g‘%_r___ﬂﬂmjlfimﬁin the area. ~
ose involved in distrib-

uting the job opportuni-
ties allegedly decided to
give them to members
of their families. The al-
legation resulted mn a
clash between De-gbam
and De-Well cult groups
used sophisticated weap-
ons to unleash mayhem

An indigene of Ogba/
Egbema/Ndoni LGA,
who pleaded that his
identity be concealed told
Daily Sun: “The Aggah
crisis erupted a week af-
ter the flow station of Ital-
ian oil giant, Nigeria Agip
Oil company, located at
Ebocha Egbema went up
in flames, following mul-
tiple explosions, caused
by failing, aged equip-
ment of the company.

“This incident threw
the Egbama communi-
ties into severe environ-

in the community. In the mental hazards and eco-

process, 19 persons were _nomic hardships. As they

killed. while not less than
5Q_buildings swere burnt
by the cultists,

The clash also tumed
the community to a ghost
town. as the residents, in-

cluding prominent sons
and daughters, fled their

Jhomes.

were trying to absorb the
shock, the deadly cult war
started. As I am talking to
you now, no relief mate-
rials, no medicare or re-
habilitation efforts by the
Rivers State government
and the relevant agen-
cies.”




