Python terrorises
Enugu community
...Kills, maims natives

FROM CHRIS NNADI, NSUKKA

e people of Okpuje
community inhﬂg;ﬁ%ﬁa
Local Government Area of
Enugu Sfafe are currently
living under siege. For over a
decade now, not less than 12 per-

sons have gone missing, and after
about three days, their headless
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sleeping. Seeing the huge size of the
python, my friend advised me that
the best way to kill the python is
using gun.”

Eze explained that he heeded his
friend’s advice and headed for Kogi
State and hired the services of a
popular hunter in one of the commu-
nities to kill the dangerous python.

“On getting to the forest with
the hunter, | discovered that one of
the Okpuje community dwellers,

bodies would be found inside the a native doctor who has severally
Ekwumiri Forest. been accused of rituals has drafted
This mysterious incident has _. sameim gtdwn nu:éll;erm%m allamrt 15 e:-hu

continued to happen till few years ime, we didn’t have any recoenized  Waylaid us and forcefully eject
ago, precisely in 2012, when one 1 mﬂnal ruler in our c}:;nunolﬁll:ty us from the forest. They warned us
of the community dwellert, Omada who would have handled the situa- 1Ot to dare touch the python for any
ly:eke Aso also di tion.” he said. reason as this will result in total war
she \/ent to ;efcﬁ ﬁrew% msuae IEE Then, early last year, another com- between the offender and the native
EEW m“mm doctor. ThE same dﬂy, the native

D oF e Telatives of the mwnag&w——!mum' doctor hired some security men who
deceased, Mr. Johnson Asogwa told the act ' have been guarding and taking care
Onental News that in 2012, one of %‘mmlm voice of the python even as 1 am talking
his zelatives, Mrs. Or icke said: “Tt was late last year when | to you now while the dangerous
m%wmmm was feeling symptoms of malaria animal continues to unleash its terror
to water at Ekwumiri Forest. that I went to the hill of the forest Eﬂ lﬂ!'l;'i’—'ﬂm community dwellers,

¢ said.

“We looked for her for about two

to get anti-malaria herbs. I started

days without getting hint of where hearing strange noise. | looked up to Eze disclosed that he later
she was. Then on the third day, the trees around but I couldn’t ;g; reported the matter to the Nigeria
we discovéred her body with Her any dangerous wild animal around, ]  Police at Area Command, Nsukka,
head already cut off by unknown’ continued digging out the medicinal but regretted that nothing meaningful
persnnsinsi%'EEkmmiﬁFm roots, thinking that it was monkeys  nas been done about it as the python
We were very much worried about that were playing somewhere inside ~ Was Still being guarded by the paid
this mysterious discovery. We took the forest. The strange noise per- security men while it continues to
her headless body back home and sisted and before | could realize what 1!l and maim their people.
buried it. Few months after her was ing, a very big snake When this reporter visited the
burial, aqaﬂmmmmg[ml_. has stretched itself to where | was Nsukka Area Commander, ACP
dead inside the forest with his head standing, circled itself around me Halladu, he was absent, but a senior
also cut off. He went to the forest to and wanted to pull me back to the police officer who pleaded anonymi-
get herbs for malaria. His headless top of the tree. With what I can call £ confirmed the incident, saying that
body was found two days after he divine help, I used the machete | was the matter was being investigated.
disappeared.” wielding to hit the python as much All efforts to get the new tradition-
Mr. Johnson disclosed that it was as my strength could carry me. The 21 ruler of Okpuje community, HRH
after the second incident that some python loosened itself around me Igwe Oliver Ayogu for comments
people started discussing in a hush and went back to the tree. I ranback  OVer the telephone proved abortive.
voice that they were killed for rituals home and narrated the ugly incident {‘Hh?: moment, Ekwummiri Ok-
by the python at Ekwumiri Forest. - - to one of my friends. I didn’tknow ~ PWe has remained a no go area even
“Affer the disappearance and e Sl R Fiual connotation and everybodyis  We have such dangerous amimal jn 2 Ereater per cent of the community
eventual discovery of the headless i Fyrummii Forest for sl por afraid to dare those who are being My community. [ went back with my ~ dwellers highly depend on the for-
bodies of these two persons, we pose. We carried out an independent  fingered for this evil act, we couldn’t  friend, Mr. Ofoma Ugwu to kill the 5t 3 their source of firewood and
starfed hearing in my community -invcstigaﬁmintolhemauﬁby do anything. The situation waseven  Python. When we got to the forest, herbal medicines which contribute to
that both my relation, Omada lyieke  congylting soothsayers and it was worsened by the fact that at that we discovered that the python was  bout 40 per cent of their livelihood.

Asogwa and some other persons




