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ng election petition by supreme court on the
relevant section of Electoral Act 2006, which
had heid in BUHARI Vs OBASANIJO that In-
lerpretation Act was applicable to determining

BY AYO AKINOLA

¢ history of political develop-

ment in Nigeria has recorded the

growth of multidimensional forms

of violence, as a major political be-

haviour in the quest by political-minded

individuals and groups to attain state

power and keep it. In recent times. Hu-

man Rights Watch revealed that over 2.

000U Nigerians lost their life in post- elec-
tion violence in the country.

As the campaigns for the 2015 general
clections were rounding off. the governor of
Osun, State, Ogbeni Rauf Adesori KIEEEEEH
|4 Thad TS convoyatgcked i Tlase. Oboki

Local government Are: 2 state. | hat was

on Fridav., March 3. 2015, The anack le
Fric w. March 13, 2015, The auack lefi

at Jeast onc_person dead. many injured and
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properiy worth millions of Naira destroved
Lhis 18 a sad toownote on our quest for a true
democratic process, because it illustrates hap-
penmgs in almost all states of the tederation.
in Rivers. Akwa Ibom, Imo and hosts of other
states. Updated report has 1t that 66 violent
Incidents targeted at polling units were re-
corded nationwide during the April 11. 2013
governorship and House of Assembly polls.

The historical trajectory of electoral pro-
cass In the post colonial Nigeria is charac-
terised by violence. In fact. recent manifesta-
tions of electoral violence. most importanth
since the birth of the Fourth Republic in 1990
have assumed an unprecedented magnitude
and changing form, resulting in instability n
democratic consolidation as well as the loss
and displacement of many innocent lives.

| wish to historicise electoral violence and
its implications on the survival of democ-
racy in Nigeria with major emphasis on this
Fourth Republic (1999-2015). The high inci-
dence of electoral violence (pre and post) in
the Fourth Republic in particular is closely
associated with neo-patrimonial character
of the Nigerian state, the nature and kind of
party pohitics being played, the weak insti-

AVSSey. preparatory” 1o 2015 covernors 1p
conlest one more time, a senatorial opening
suddenly came up in his Niger East constitu-
eney following the passage of Senator Awais
Kuta n 2014,
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tuttonalisation of democratic architectures
and inefficient electoral management body
among others. These were among the fac-
lors that led to the fall or collapse of the First.
Second and Third Republics. | dare sav that
the survival of democracy in this Fourth Re-
public mnvolves adherence to the ideals and
principles of electoral process as practised in
ideal democratic societies.

In every stable democratic society. election
remains the essential ingredient of transitory
process from one civilian administration to
another. Llections have become an Intceral
part of representative democracy that by and
large prevails across the world. It is mportant
to emphasise here that though violence has
been a longstanding feature of the'democra-
lisation process in the post colonial Nigeria,
Its recent manifestations. especially since the
birth of the Fourth Republic, has assumed an
unprecedented magnitude, thus constituting
a major threat to the survival of democracy.
Fundamentally, there 1s no doubt the fact that
electoral violence remains a major source of
pohtical instability in a democratic soclety
with palpable threats of deconsolidation.

Nigeria, having survived decades of mili-
tary dictatorship. which was characterised
by despotism, violation of fundamental hu-
man rights, financial profligacy among oth-
ers, eventually returned to democratic rule on
May 29, 1999, which culminated in the birth
of the Fourth Republic. The republic. which
started amid great hope and expectations. is
vet to significantly convince the generality of
the Nigerian populace its democratic success
especially with respect to the conduct of free.
fair and credible elections devoid of election
violence (pre and post). The block votes for
farled President Jonathan recorded from the
south east and south-south in the just con-
cluded 2015 election leaves a sour grape in
the mouth regarding incessant geo-ethnic

U007 was reportedi manipulated. And Davi
was not 1o be declared winner again.

The anguish that followed was deep. But. at
a press conference. David rhetoricallv asked:
“"Why is it that the PDP people who were de-

loyalty in voting patterns. This has however.
put the zones in a disadvantage position, in
the unfolding power sharing and political
relevance. The threat of violence by militan
leaders (especiallv by Asari Dokubo) in the
Zone 1S a sad commentary that must not be
allowed 10 endure, |

The conduct of free, fair and credible pe-
riodic elections by unbiased electoral hody
including its umpire as well as otlier electoral
officials and the adherence to democratic
principles of governance remain major fac-
tors responsible for the avoidance of electoral
violence in any democratic society. These
two major factors were the challenges. which
the fourth republic had been contending with
siee 1ts birth in 1999, with little departire
from this norm in the just-concluded 2015
general election, It is against this backdrop
that | shall examine various clectoral vio-
lence vis-a-vis eleefions that were conducted
n Nigeria since the birth of the fourth repub-
ic with major emphasis on the 2003, 2(4)7
and 2011 elections. and a peep into the LISt
concluded 20135 experience.

Since the birth of the fourth republic in
1999, four general elections have been cor
ducted under a civilian administration in the
country m which one can say that.demeocracy
was actually consohdated. In” other words.
the vears between 2003 and 2015 witnessed
the successful transition of one civilian ad-
ministration to another. For instance. in
2003, a presidential election was conducted
and the incumbent president. Chief Olusegun
Obasanjo of the PDP was declared the win-
ner by INEC. In 2007. the late Alhaji Umaru
Yar Adua of the same PDP was also declared
by INEC as the president-elect, even though
Yar’Adua was honest enough to admit ir-
regularities in the election that brought him
to power. In April 2011. another presidential
election was conducted by INEC in which

~Now. that David Umaru is confirmed of the
/th Senate, congratulations to a spirit of excel-
lence.

More grease to the elbow of a senator of con-
sequence!
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Political violence as threat to aemocracy

Dr. Goodluck Jonathan of the PDP. who was
mttially swom in first as. Acting President
loHowing the health condition of Yar® Adua.
and Jater as. a substantive President. after
Yar Adua’s death also comested and was de-
clared winner of the election by INEC, In his
quest lor a second term, Prestdent Goodluck
Jonathan contested against candidates from
other political parties, . prominent among.
which  was  Major-General  Muhammady
Buhari. a one-time military dictator, who
had contested and lost thrice. The fact that
elder statesmen led by General Abdulsalami
Abubakar. had 10 extract non-violence agree-
ment irom the two leading contenders ( Jona-
than' and Buhart) lend credence to the fear of
violence

I'he early concession of defeat by incum-
bent President Jonathan has been applauded
nauomwide:  This gesture did not perme-
ate among other PDP contestants: across the
country. Pockets of violence. ballot-snatching
and outright rigging were observed. despie
lrom securify agents. This was
correborated by international
ctatly m the south eastern states

in spite of the fact that the just concluded
clections for the Presidenc v, governorship of
29 states as well as national Assemblyv and
state Houses ol Assembly witnessed mini-
mal violence. we should be on our cuards to
sustam this democracy. Thanks to national
and mternational democratic institutions. Ni-
geria, for the first time, witnessed a smooth
transition not only from a democratically
elected government but also from one party
to another. There is the need to strengthen our
democratic institutions. like the Independent
National Llectoral Commission (INEC } en-
courage internal democracy among political
parties. de-emphaside money-politics and the
need to play by the rules of engagement.

* AKintola wrote in from Lagos.
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