7 Vigilantes beat sick man to death
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he family of Akunbuoh

of Ndi Okwu - Ow-

erre Aberi in Orlu

councy area of Imo has
been thrown into grief follow-
ing the brutal murder of their
son, Godwin Akunbuoh ,who
was beaten to death by some
members of a vigilance group
from Isiala Amaifeke also in
Orlu council area of the state for
allegedly attempting to steal a
moforcvycle.

Sunday Sun reliably gathered
that one Chief Jonathan Okeke
and four others who are now
cooling their heels in the cell of
the State Criminal Investigation
Departiment of thgJmo state
Police Command, had instigat-
ed the attack on the deceased
apparently having seen him
wandering around about 1().30
pm, not knowing his health
challenges. It was also leamnt
that Chief Okeke and Victor
Chukwudalu and Ifeanyi had
attacked the deceased with cud-
gels and stabbed him seve rally
With knives before dragging him

0 the office of the Vigilante In
Siala Amaifeke branding the
motorcycle thief.
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ished to Ndukwu Hospital

at Amaifeke Orlu where he
was supposed to be treated for
typhoid and malaria. But when
further test was carried out on
him it was discovered that the
deceased had also been afflicted
with cerebral malaria and was
promptly admitted that night
and was placed medication.

However, the following morn-
ing the wife, Mrs. [funanya who
had slept in a separate room
with her two little kids had gone
to check on the husband and
when she could not find him.
she inquired from the nurse on
duty who simply told her that
her husband was seen scalir \&
the fence of the hospital the pre-
vious night. Alarmed, the hap-
less woman became apprehen-
sive wondering how a sick man
could have scaled the fence of
the hospital without the security
guards stopping him.

Speaking amid sobs, Mrs
IHfunanva Akunbuoh who
lamented that she had sudden-
lv become a widow disclosed
that,” on Saturday, March 15
[ accompanied my husband’s
elder brother Simon who
toOK my husband to Ndukwu

tal at Amaifeke because
| typhoid and malari
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stay back, but because I came
with my two little kids [ had to
sleep in a separate room.

She stated further that
the next day, being Sunday
morning, she went to check on
her husband but she was told
by one of the nurses who was
on duty that the husband was
seen scaling the hospital fence
the previous night.

At that moment, [ was
gripped with fear and tried his
celiphone and when it rang a
strange voice answered. [ told
Lhe person to give the phone to
my husband, it was then I was
asked to come to the palace of
the traditional ruler of Isiala
Amalieke with the family
members of my husband. It
was then that I knew that
something bad had happened
to my husband. I quickly
iInformed his elder brother

simon who rushed down to the

hospital with other members
of the family to inquire from
Lhe nurses how a patient under
their care could leave the

hospital premises without their
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Chief Jonathan Okeke, who
was the principal suspect in
the murder of my husband.”

opeaking with Sunday Sun,
the deceased’s elder brother,
Simon said the police had
arrested five of the suspects
while the sixth suspect is now
at large. He, however, insisted
that the allegation that his
brother was killed because
he tried to steal a motorcycle
was false and that it was not
possible for a person in his
health condition to steal a
motorcycle

1 am from this Orlu local
government even though
am not trom Isiala Amaifeke
community. We all know how
hostile they are to people who

are not f'!"{iﬂ'l their dalr'ea I‘.‘F'*t'."i_[_l.‘:-i.‘

this would not be the first
time their so called vigilante
members would be killing
iInnocent people and claiming
that they are robbers, because
the youths of Isiala Amaifeke
are notorious for harassing and
beating strangers whenever i
IS past nine in the night in the
me that they are vigilante
ople. Now, if the members
Igllante claimed that
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But Okwudili Okafor, one
of the suspects being held by
the police disclosed to Sund (1
Sun that he was not aware of
what had happened until Chief

Jonathan Okeke and some of

the youths from the communi-
ty brought the deceased to the
vigilante office in the middle of
the night that they have a rob-
ber and requested him to notify
the Eze who was ¢ upposed to
inform the police.

"I was in our office that night
when Chief Jonathan Okeke.
Victor Chukwudalu Jfeanyi
inesime and Abumike and
some youths of the community
dragged a voung man who |
later found out was Godwin
from the neighbouring town of
Ndi Okwuonu -Owere Abieri
that the man was caught trying
L0 steal a motorcycle and when
[ looked at him I told them that
the man was already dead. but
Chief Jonathan Okeke asked
me to inform the Eze of the
community and the police
which I did. So I had no hand
in the death of the man.” he
insisted.

Meanwhile, the Imo State po-
Hce command SPOKeSperson,

oy Elemoko (SP) said tha




