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~ Family accuses man of killing wife

Atogwe was announced. The
story which made headlines
was that the mother of two and
a school teacher committed
suicide as her lifeless body was
allegedly found tied on the win-
dow protector in her husband’s

house at N.n. 2 mm_l_smg

Ayogwuri village .Uzairue , Et-

Wﬁn&mm&
‘Area of Edo state.

 According to the report which
was also published by Saturday
Sun, neighbours of the deceased
said that the corpse was found
dangling from the ceiling of a
dark small room, believed to be
the room of the deceased. Her
husband, Mr. Mark Atogwe was
said to have alerted the police at
Auchi who took photographs of
the body and moved itto the near-
¢st mortuary.

Shocked that their fears have-
been confirmed, late Margaret’s
family claimed that they were
alerted days after the incident
questioned the fact behind their
in-law’s claim. Police ordered
a full investigation and arrested
Mr. Atogwe who as at press time
s being detained at the State
Criminal investigation depart-
ment, Benin.

Scared that Mr. Atogwe might
evade justice, elder brother of the
deceased, Steve Ayonote who
claimed to be representing his
family visited the Sun Publishing
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headquarters in Lagos refuting
claims that their sister commuitted
suicide. Armed with a copy of a
petition addressed and received
by the Commissioner of Police,
Edo State command, Steve la-

| mented that their sister had raised
the alarm severally that her life}

was In danger but all attempts to
permanently separate her from
her husband failed. :

He claimed that he was not
surprised as her sister was the
third wife of her husband after
two failed marriages. “One of
his wives died mysteriously, the
second one ran away and 1s yet
to return and now my sister. We
hope that this crime will not go
unpunished.”
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Row over alleged
suicide in Edo
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According to him, sometime
in March 2013, Margaret ran
back home alleging that her hus-
band wanted to use her for money
ritual. “She came home at 1.30am
shouting that she narrowly es-
caped death, as her husband was
busy chanting incantations be-
fore she escaped. My father who
had received several complaints
about his activities insisted that
my late sister will never return to
that house again.

“She had to relocate to Lagos
and stayed in my house for three
months while her husband was
desperately looking for her. To-
wards the end of April, she had
to travel down to Edo for verifi-
cation exercise organized for all
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teachers in the state.

“She also used the opportunity
to fight for the custody of her two
children. We were still planning
to return her bride price when we
learnt that she had a secret meet-
ing with her husband in the house
of my aunty, Mrs. Yakubu.

“My brothers quickly rushed
to her house only to be told that
she had returned to her husband’s
house. I was very annoyed and
my aunty insisted that we should
stop mterfering in her marriage
and allow her to sort herself out.”

Disappointed, late Margaret
family decided to let her be since
she i1s an adult. They however
got the shock of their lives when
some members of the commu-
nity came on a condolence visit.
“On December 13, 2013 people
started trooping into our house.
Wondering what could be the
problem, since the festive period
was almost over; they said that
they came to console my father
over the death of his daughter.
We actually heard about her death
from strangers.

“Confused, we made some
calls and it was confirmed that
Margaret was dead and has since
been deposited in the Mortuary.
His husband had also taken pho-
tographs and also reported the
case to the police in Auchi divi-
sional police headquarters.

“At the police station, we were
told by the police that when they
visited the crime scene, they met
our sister naked and the AC cord
on her neck at the spot where
she allegedly committed suicide.
They claimed that they were the
ones who removed the body to
the mortuary. They were sur-
prised that we came days after
the incident as our In-law; Atog-
we told them that he was the only
members of the family in Edo
state.

“They later gave us photo-
graphs which showed that the
AC cord was on the deceased
neck tied to the window protec-
tor while her body was resting on
the said window protector and the
two legs of the deceased touching

LIFE & LIVING

13

the floor. The photograph never
showed any sign of cut, bruises
or any mjury on the corpse.”

Stll not convinced, the
Ayonote family proceeded to the
mortaary to see for themselves
in the company of police and
medical personnel with the inten-
tion to conduct an autopsy. “We /
discovered that there was a very|
deep machete cut on the back re-
gion of the body particularly on
the spinal cord. 2
~ "There_were bruises on _her
face and other of the body
that even_a blind man will see
that she was murdered. The ¢
of suicide was stage managed and
some policemen conspired with
him to tell the world that our sis-
ter committed suicide.

“He claimed that it was the
mortuary attendant that inflicted
the injuries on her body. The
question should be on what ba-
sis? It was because of these
anomalies that we petitioned the
Edo State command who ordered
that the case be transferred to the
state Criminal Investigation De-
partment in Benin. ”

On the possibility of insanity,
Steve said: “My sister was a pri-
mary school teacher till she died.
If she was msane or showed any
sign, her employers will not leave
the fate of those children in her
hands. He never denied that he
took my sister severally to herb-
alist rather he claimed that he did
it to protect her from evil spirits.
Our sister was very healthy and
never showed any sign of insan-
ity. He lured her back to destroy
her because he is quite aware that
the law does not accept spiritual
cases.

“I know that my sister cannot
come back to us. All we want
1s justice and that likes of Mr.
Atogwe will understand that such
crime will not go unpunished.
Most especially let our women
learn from my sister’s experience
that all that glitters is not gold.
Whatever that was responsible
for his failed marriages has con-
sumed my sister.”

For the family several ques-
tions remain unanswered. Some
of the questions highlight in-
cludes the following: Did the
police not see the deep machete
cut on the back region of the de-
ceased and bruises on her face
when they arrived at the scene of
the crime, before they deposited
the corpse in the mortuary? Did
the police not see any blood stain
at the scene of the crime? How
can someone commit suicide
with A.C cord tied to the window
protector and the same body rest-
ing on the window protector and
two of her legs on the floor with-
out the body being suspended in
the air or dangling? Who cut the
deceased on the back region par-
ticularly on the spinal cord? How
did the victim sustain injuries and
bruises on her face?

Meanwhile Saturday  Sun
learnt that the police had called
for an autopsy on the body while
Mr. Atogwe remains detained at
the state CID, Benin.

The Divisional Police Officer
in Ayowirl, DSP Abdullahi Gu-
sau, who reportedly confirmed
the incident, said:

“My officers were at the scene
of the incident but we are still in-
vestigation the exaet cause of the
death. -

Efforts are on to bring about
the true picture surrounding the
controversial death.”
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