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o fewer than
35  people
were yesterda
fear n

seven Agatu villages in

Benue State in a fres
jAvasion by suspected

heavily armed Fulani

.COIT)

atu as reports reaching him
revealed that gunmen Were
advancing to more commu-
nities in his locahty.
Ngbede who spoke in a
telephone chat yesterday
confirmed the latest at-
tack. which came barely

=34 hours after he addressed

newsmen, expressing wor-
ry that heavy fighting was

#-' " »
still going on in the area.

‘herdsm
Sunday Sun gathered

from sources from the af-
fected villages that the lat-
est offensive, which caught
the villagers unawares left
thousands trapped in the
battle area as at Spm Yes-
terday.

The State Commissioner
of Works and Transport,
Mr. John Ngbede who 1s
4 native of Agatu had last
Friday alerted to persistent
invasion of Agatu villages
by suspected Fulani herds-
men.

The commissioner had
appealed to security agen-
cies to rise up to their re-
sponsibility and secure Ag-

“It is true that Agatu 1S
boiling at the moment. AS
| speak to you right now,
heavy fighting is going on
in Agatu, just as houses
were being set on fire and
many are feared dead. 1
can’t confirm the exacl
casualty figure right now,”
Ngbede said.

Also. member represent-
ing Agatu statc constitu-
ency in the Benue State
House of Assembly, Sule
Audu who claimed that
seven villages had been
sacked with no_fewer than
35 feared dead, listed the
villages to include Ello,

Okpagabi, Ogwule-Ankpa,
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5 feared killed as
unmen invade seven
enue communities

Ogbangede, Ekwo, Enoga-
kpanchenyl.,

rXuda regretted that there
were not enough: security
men on ground to stop the
gunmen who had the upper
hand and were progressing
to neighbouring villages.

“As | speak to you, only
few soldiers are on ground
who don’t even have mo-
bility to march the strength
of the invaders. The attack-
ers are over 5, 000 spread
across all the communities
and unleashing terror on
my people without any se-
curity resistance.

“They are moving lo-
wards Oshugbudu now and
[ ask. what can less than 40
soldiers on ground do to
stop armed invaders num-
bering up to 5,0007”

But in a swift reaction,
the state Secretary of Miy-
ette Allah Cattle Breed-
ers Association of Nigeria
(MACBAN), Garus ( jololo
dispelled claims that the at-
tackers were Fulani herds-
men. stressing that since a
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reconciliation committee
was set up by the Ocht
[doma to broker peace be-
tween the Fulanis and Ag-
atu natives, there had never
bheen a reason for them 10
fight again.

“ don’t know which
people are attacking the
Agatu in recent times. We
don’t have any Fulani per-
son currently residing
the area and as I have said
earlier we need peace, SO
it couldn’t have been my
people.”

When contacted, state
Police Public Relations
Officer (PPRO), Daniel

Ezeala, a Deputy Super-
intendent of Police (DSP)
confirmed the fighting but
declined to give number of
deaths so far.

“Five Agatu villages arc
currently under heavy at-
tacks. We can’t confirm
exact number of casualty
now. However, we arc on
top of the situation. We will
contact you later,” Ezeala
said.
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