By ZIKA BOBBY
embers of . .the
Association of Youths
B Jrganization (AIYO),

in Onitsha have reacted to the

bloody clash with members of
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the special guest of honour.
He thanked the govemor
for his support for the project
and descnibed the collabora-
tion as an “icing on the cake”
considering his unnvalied
achievement in the health sec-
tor. Govermor Obi had in the
past seven years, developed
many healthcare centres and
hospitals in the state at both
community and regional lev-
els and capped 1t with the con-
struction an the ultra modem
university teaching hospital at
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Onitsha risis: Why MASSOB i

the Movement for the
Actualization of the Sovereign
State of Biafra (MASSOB),
last Saturday alleging that
fighters who_killed four of
their members were after them
because they were gamning
massive populanty and
acceptability in Anambra
State.

The group gave the names
of the AIYO members who
died during the clash as
Chiemezie, Samuel, Emeka
and Dragon. The group said
many others were injured.

In a statement, the AIYO
State  Coordinator, Mr
Chukwuemeka Oga, said that

after us — AIYO

Oga dismissed an earlier
report that they had a camp 1n
the forest, explaming that the
AIYO’s office where MAS-
SOB members attacked them
was located in an open space
near the Old Motor Spare
Parts Market along
Omitsha/Owern Road.

He also debunked the alle-
gation that they were kidnap-
ping people into the forest and
robbing and raping them,
wondering whether anybody
had reported to the police that
members of AIYO harmed
him.

He alleged that 1t was
MASSOB members that
forcefully extorted money

“at about 1,30a.m on Sunday, fom Onitsha traders, Okada

MASSOB  stormed  our
Onitsha/Owerrt office with
over 500 members and
destroyed our office, chairs,
tables, laptops and fans and
opened fire on our boys.”

riders and motonists, adding
that the movement’s activities
had pitched them against the
people of Anambra State, who
had massively lost interest in
MASSOB.




