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live ammunition and 1€
magazines among others.

Notorious kidnappers, 27 others

FROM EMMANUEL
ADEYEMI, LOKOJA

State Police
Command yester-
day swooped on
he hide-out of a
notorious gang of kidnap-
pers led by Kabiru Bala
aka Okwor who had been
terrorizing the state.

Bala who had been on the
wanted list of the police since
2012 was said to be the mas-
termind of a series of kidnap-
pings, armed robberies and
killing of innocent citizens in
the state.
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While parading the kid-
nappers , the state police
commissioner,Mr Seidu
Madawaki said Bala had
been declared wanted for a
series of capital offences
which he perpetrated in Ejule
and some parts of the state.

According to the CP, the
suspect who was said to be

initially trained as a politi- -

cal thug, sometime in 2008
along with one Sunday Jer-
emiah and some Ejule boys
attacked and snatched nine
vehicles belonging to some
councilors in Ofu local gov-
ernment area of the state.
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He was also alleged
to have in October 2009
torched the multi- million
naira Pranco Hotel owned by
one Chief Akwu Obaje, the
former Ogohi of Ejule.

Also in November 2009,

the police boss said the same
suspect and hy

villages m Ofu local

~“government area and Killed_

—hree innocent people.
“Kabiru Bala wiiﬁ'his gang

were also alleged to havet

stormed __a_marnage Cer-
emony at Ofante in Ofu lo-

cal government_where_they
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allegedly abducted and killed

‘one Yunusa Moses Alkali.

The suspects were also ac-
cused of several kidnappings
of innocent people including
the traditional ruler of Bala’s
community which later led to
their arrest.

ane invaded ™ The CP also paraded 27
AkFagidiE =and Umomi _ other suspects charged with

various offences ranging
from car theft, unlawful pos-
session of firearms, robbery,
murder and cultism.

Madawaki said the sus-
pects would be arraigned in
court as soon as police com-
pletes investigations.
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