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*The bodies of five persons found dead in a restaurant at lkeja after
vesterday s flood. They were conveyed in a commuter bus to the Ikeja
Police Station, this morning. PHOTO: EMMANUEL OSODI.

SIMON ATEBA

Five girls were found dead
this ‘morning in , La-
gos State, Southwest Nige-
ria, after yesterday’s heavy
rains forced them to sleep in
a poorly ventilated room in
their restaurant where they
worked.

The corpses of the four
teenage-girls and a baby-girl,
aged between three months
and 18 years, were discov-
ered this morning inside the
stuffy room on Allen Avenue
in Ikeja.

Neighbours told PM.NEWS
that the girls may have died
of suffocation overnight in
the room where they sought
refuge after rains wreacked
havoc in Lagos yesterday.

Two other girls, who also
slept in the same room, were
still in critical condition at
Bodet Hospital at Alausa in
lkeja, it was gathered. They
were said to be responding to

D | dams "
Oshwmhole

o

treatment.
The five corpses were
brought to Area F Police Sta-

Signs Wage
Bill Into Law

tion in Ikeja early today in a *YOMI OBADITAN/
commuter bus. Benin
Continued on pg.2
Edo State Governor,

Comrade Adams Oshiom-
hole, this morning signed
into law the new minimum
wage bill.

e minimum wage of
N18,000 has been causin,
rlpples among workers an,
state governors across Ni-
geria.

Oshiomhole signed the
law this morning in his of-

Flood Kills 8 In Katsina

Eight persons were killed and 100 families rendered A NAN correspondent who went round the metr far Marusa ward, while one
homeless following heavy rainfall in Katsina me@opolison urday reports that the areas most affected od include c¢hild drowned ‘at Rafukka
Friday. - Kofdr Marusa, Sabuwar Unguwa, Kofar Marusa, Kofar Durbi, area. Alhaji Hussaini Ahmed,

The rainfall, which started at about 4 p.m., and lasted forthree | Kofar Sauri, Rafukka and Tudun Yan’hﬁdda the Director of the State De-
hours, caused many houses to collapse. NAN learnt that seven persons, including children died in Ko- mm

lls on Sat-

Continued on pg.2


joelle
Droite 

joelle
Droite 

joelle
Droite 

joelle
Droite 

joelle
Droite 

joelle
Droite 

joelle
Droite 

joelle
Droite 

joelle
Droite 

joelle
Droite 

joelle
Droite 

joelle
Droite 


=\ Monday,

AFTERMATH OF DOD
hway Damaged

-~ toads and rendered mobi

" _BY OUR REPORTERS

Several people died while
others ' sustained injuries
as houses and fences col-
lapsed after yesterday’s
torrential rain that lasted

over 14 hours floaded Lagos -

and parts of n State in
Southwest Nigeria.”
Commuters were stranded

- at various bus stops.across -

Lagos as flood submer%_ed

1ty
impossible. In many areas,
the drainage channels, canals

.. and the roads were swallowed

upl\% flood.

ny cars and commuter.

... ‘mini-buses broke down, caus="

~~"major roads. Many
~ res{dents who had to trek got

ing severe traffic jams on’
stranded

" to their homes about 2 a.m.

tOd"fa‘lz' B
e rain had started very

early in the morning' and did
not abate until midmght after
it had wreaked havoc in the
metropolis.

Areas such as Victoria Is-

"yland, Ikoyi, Apapa, .ljaiye

" |:Aboru, Egbe
.| Kola, Ajegunle,

Road, Ogba, Akilo, Abattorr,

da, Iyana Ipaja,
: (%ota, géa,
Mushin and many others were
flooded as motorists spent

o hours before they could wade

" sho, flood sacked  residents

through. - .
. At Aboru area, in Alimo-

"-as they did not sleep in their

- houses which ~were  sub-

merged. Motorists who tried
to wade through the area were
“stuck for several hours. Un-
confirmed report had it that
the flood swept away four
persons at Aboru, one of them

o ~a child. It was gathered that
SRR as the flood sacked a house in \

" the area, a woman was %ing
to rescue one of her chilaren

while the other strapped 1o et

back fell inside the water and
was swept away.

~«. The woman was said to

have wept uncontrollably as

..~ residents tried to console her.

- S Resicli)ents of }\6, Adeso}iag-'
“Street, Dopemu Agege watled -
uncontrol]a%ly this _morni

. as fire and saféty officials. of
- the La.%?s State ' government

N

s

ege  removed -the -

\ﬁom F 2
corpse of a

22-year old Muri
Olanrewaju who died inside a
soak-away. L
- It was learnt that Olanre-
- waju returned from a journey
and wanted to enter the house
but slipped into the soak-
away -that was already su
merged by flood. '
AlSuénharly, in Akargle a{iea of
ado, a yet to identi-
ﬁe%,' young man, about 25
years old, was killed yester-
day night when a wall fell

on him. He was said to be re-

turning home from an outing
“when the fence weakened by
the flood coltapsed on him.
He died instantly. The late
man’s fiancee is said to be
pregnant and they were billed
to be wedded next month. His
remains were - being buried
this morning. . )
- An unconfirmed report this
morning indicated that an uni-
dentified woman and her baby

were among casualties the -

flood swept away in Aboru
and Ile Epo areas near Iyana
Ipag‘a, Lagos.

source told PM.NEWS

" this morning that two okada

riders died last night while

R, A T AR Y N N ML 1 OF B e sl W 5 i

they were trying to manoeu-
vre their way through the
flood. They ended up being

11 July, 2011

\lzate two years ago.

.yesterday  ‘while
-worth millions of naira were -

A seveniyear old boy,
- Musiliu Hagsan was yesterday

killed by thecollapsed fence
of Herbert Macaulay Primary
School, Mikoko, Yaba, Lagos
State, Southwest Nigeria.
During :the incident, his
father, Musa Hassan, 40 sus-
tained injuries and was rushed
to the National Orthopaedic
Heospital, Igbobi, Lagos for
treatment. ) i
‘Also affected by the inci-
dent, Musiliu’s sister, Rukayat
Hassan 'was rushed to a near-
by private_hospital. She has
since been in a coma.
“.Meanwhile, a -neighbour
w_ho~]i)1eaded anonymity . has
appealed for assistance on be-
half of Musa-Hassan and his
family. : T
He said: “Musa Hassan
has no wife. His wife left
him sometime ago. He has
been catering for his children
alone. We (neighbours) assist-
ed him to bury his dead son,
Musa at Atan cemetery. We
¥aid where necessary to per-
orm all the burial rites.”
PMNEWS learnt that the
school fence had been con-
tracted to a-contractor to reno--

In Ifako-ljaye area, a 13-
ear old boy called Yomi, said
to be the son of a police offic-
er, was buried alive this morn-
ing .when the house where
helived with his parents col-
lapsed.

PMNEWS learnt that the .

building located at Unity

- Street near the canal, off Aina

Ajobo Street close to Ifako-
Ljaye Local Gevernment Sec-
retariat, collapsed as a result
of the heavy rain.

Another _ teenager is still
said fo_.be Euneg, ‘inside the -

0
debris of the collapsed build-
ing and local diggers were’
making efforts this morning
to recover the body.

- 1t was learnt that five other

houses in the area collapsed
property

lost to the flood.

A landlord in- the area,
Chief Bamidele Ojedinaak.a. .
Oluwo described one of the
collapsed’ houses as .an old
building -which had been de-
serted because of its dilapi-

 their cars while pubic sc

dated state. '

PMNEWS gathered from
residents that more lives
might be lost to future floods
in the area except the Lagos
State government takes neces-
sary action to avert the loom-
ing disaster. . .

As at-this morning, at least
10 houses had been swept
away by the fload. Residents
of Aina Ajobo, Irawo Ojo,
Adebiyi streets were busy try-
ing to salvage some oftheir
belongings from the flood. As

at the time of filing this report,

a house had collapsed at Ade-
biyi Street. - ‘
"At Alapere, Ketu, massive
flood sacked houses in' the
area as residents,” both- rich
and poor, used buckets to bail
out water_from their houses
after the flood had’ destroyed
their belongings. There were
wailings everywhere as flood
water swept through man:
homes. Women quick}y 100!
their- children to safety to
avert calamity. '
Mr. Godwin Tkpeahai, a

‘resident at Alapere said he

watched from his two-storey
building as flood_sacked sev-
eral houses. He said the mag-
nitude of the flood was unim-

inable as residents wailed
while “cars were ostensibly
swimming in the water.

Many _residents . slept - in

were shut today to prevent

~gupils and students -from any

arm occasioned by flood.

No- part of Lagos was

_spared by the flood as thou-

)

.. fic between

ols -

sands of houses were sacked
by the deluge. It was appar- -

ently the heaviest rgin to have
fallen this year. Several L
sians have narrated‘the ordeal
they went t}lrou%‘l;xgyesterday
describing it as hol

never wanted to experience

‘such again.

A staff of Vanguard news-

paper, described “his experi- -

ence in the rain as terrible;
saying that he left Surulere
area in his car-about 4.30 p.m.
to l%et to his home at Abule
Egba and could not get home

- il 12 midnight.

According-to -him, every-
where he took was blocked as
there was hardly traffic move-

0

rrible and -~

. stranded
."N100 to canoe operators to

- fal

: a.m,.t_odal‘(

ment, saying that he had never-.

experienced that type of rain-
and traffic gridlock before.
A staff of
Government, who preferred to
be called Adekunle, narrated
his wgly experience, say-in%
that he left Ojota about 4.0
p.m. in his car but could not’
get home in Alimosho .un-
til past 12 midnight. He said-

. when he saw that Iyana Ipaja

was blocked, he decided to

- take Aboru, a decision he later -
regretted, saying that he spent -
four hours to wade through the *

flood-at Aboru. _ .
A staff of PM.NEWS, Dea-

toness Titilayo Kolawole,'who .

lives at vllio o arga of Ogun
State, eould not-get home t1 12
at Acme Road, Ogba, at about-
8:00 p.m. yesterday.
According to - her,
trekked from Ogba to Agege
and got trapped in"the traf-
gege and Abule
Egba. When it was getting
late, she dropped off the bus
and trekked to Abule Egba
where she got a cab that took
her home. The harrowing ex-
perience made her fall sick as
she had trekked several kilo-
metres in the rain last night. -
In Surulere, a resident in the

" area, Taiwo Olapade, said the
wreaked-havoc there as-

flood
ma%' areas were flooded and
traffic was stalled.

A flood victim, Edna, ap-’

pealed to the governors of La-
gos and Ogun states to come
‘to the aid of the flood victims
in the area. ) - )
The only bridge that links
K)aja and "Ayobo . with Ttele-
!

flood while da niders and
‘motorists: could- not ply the
roads any longer. -
“In the Surulere area of the
metropolis, residents and
commuters  paid

move them from one point to
the other. -
- A resident,

rulere have been rendered im-
passable. . -

“The whole place has be-
come impassable; it is unbe-
lievable. The Karounwi canal
is flooded and: the bridge is

«Traffic diverted to one side.of the Abe
caused by the heavy rain, yesterday,

=

_ Continued from pg.1 -
partment-  of” Environment,
confirméd the deaths when
Alhaji Muntari Ibrahim, the

representative of Gov. Ibra-.

mdery showenin'_‘the

swept away, according to the ~ him Shema, and Secretary fo
source. the State Government (S5G),

. o ~ visited Kofar Marusa. .~
Today’s Weather |- Tomorrow’s Weather|

‘Héavy rain shower i the day.

ry shower at night.

Partly cloudy ot night.

HOTO: JOSEP

He attributed the flood in
the area to i
damping of refuse, which he

-'said blocked the drains.
‘« -One of the victims, Alhaji

.Badamasi Machika, called for
the: enforcement of environ-
-mental laws. -

- In his remark, Ibrahim,
who condoled with the fami-
lies of the deceased, and
symapthised with 'other vic-
tims, urged the people to de-

- sist from blocking water ways

thro
y. - ing .o

. tern 25°C... | Max. ? rature 27°C. g
in. Nig\ft temperature 23 C. | Mm Night temperature 23° C - gfgemm’ent would look into .

indiscriminate dump-
refuse.
gave assurance that the

problem and address the

okuta Expressw yasa result o
) _OLUWASAJ;V 1. _

indiscriminate

t}lz‘elfailed portion of the road

Continued from pg.1 |

'PM.NEWS learnt that a
mother and her three-month-
old girl were among the dead.

The victims, it was gath- .

ered, were brought sometime
ago from neighbouring Benin
Republic to work in a restau-
rant in Lagos. The restaurant
owner, who was at the police
station this morning, *dis-

“ closed that she had brought
them from Benin Republic to

- train them. )
The two other girls_ still
battling for life at Bodet Hos-

e Lagos State 1€ 0

after leaving office -~

she -

Pastor Wale
.Dada, said most roads in Su-

- State capital, with.

- agreement,

i o e B T e G R Y e g

06" gperators
; -lpeople
f the place to:

“Youknow that the
road is: undergoing: construc-
tion; that place is tmpassable.
Adeniran Ogunsanya is a no-
go-area right niow. The situa-
fion.is terribly bad.”

. A resident in Alapere,

are flooded; our own place is a

bit better because it is located .
_ on high ground, but the whole -
estate is flooded. A car in our’

compound. ‘is “almost com-
letely -submerged in flood,

vage what they have in their

~ houses in this:place.”
A “motorist in ljeshatedo:’
_ il Devel="-
" opnient “Area, Mr. Abayomi
unremi, said the water lev- -

inItire. Local

el in the area had reached his
car’s bonnet. - A

you cannot see where the road
is and where the drains are.
Everywhere is under water.
Until the government takes
decisive ste;l)‘s to address the
ﬂoodin% in the state, anybody
who values his life should not
leave his house .when such

 rain falls,” QOgunremi said.

At Agric Junction : in
Ikorodu, a motorist said he
and other motorists = spent
about two hours before they

_could pass through the flooded
. area.

“it was -a terrible situation.
There was--a severe .traffic

. jam as-no’ vehicle was mov-
= %; Confusion became the
etoro was submerged by the ..orGer

okada f thesroad, most houses near the

“of the day. Apart from
Toad were submerged by the
flood and residents were help-
less,” the motorist said. -

At the Ketu end of Tkorodu
Road, motorists were caught
‘up in heavy traffic and hun-
dreds of passengers were seen
at bus stops waiting for buses
that -negver came.
who identified himself sim-
ply as Kayode, told one of our
correspondents that the flood
was unprecedented.

- He said that as a result of
the heavy traffic, some com-
muter bus drivers veered into
the dedicated lane for Bus
Rapid Transit, thereby creat-

ing greater confusion -on the -

road. : . .
The residents of Akoka,
Afolabi - Brown, Adeyinka,

F* Osijo, Funmilayo Onoronke, -
Bello and Obadiah streets,’and

. .Confinued frompg.1 .

fice in Benin City, the Edo
with. the Chair-
man of the state “chapter -of
the Nigeria Labour Congress,

Emmanuel Ademokun, n-at-"

tendance. - .

Speaking after signing the
the governor said
the state Ministry of Finance
has been dirécted to start the

implementation of the mini-

mum wage pay arrears
from 1 June, 2011.

“It is not a reflection of the
size of our pocket but merely a

Ketu,"
" said, “most parts of the area

ost people are trying to sal- -

" “The whole area is covered- ..
- with -water. In most places, -

- hea

motorist, -

parts- of Community Road,
were the worst hit in Yaba.

* One of the residents, who

was at work during the rain,
ot a call from his wife, ask-
mg him to return home be-
cause their apartment had
been taken over by flood.

‘At Jibowu, Herbert Ma-

caulay and Murtala Moham.
med roads, many motorist:
abandoned their “vehicles ir
the floods as vehicles broks
down, clogged - the road ari
made movement impossible
. Two popular motor parks
Chisco Motors and Ifesinach
motor parks at Jibowu, wer
heavily flooded also.

At Shasha ‘drea, Orisum
bate, Alebiosu, Jimoh street
-wete seriously flooded as th
areas -lacked drainage chan
nels. . Many. worshippers i
Orisumbare were unable t
reach their churches.

Meanwhile, the Lago
- State Government said it rec
ognised that yesterday’s rai
‘had been heavier than norma
saying that the flood was as
‘result of the rise in sea leve
and that it had earlier warne
Lagosians to prepare fc
rains as predicted b
- the-Nigeria Institute of Mete

orology, NIMET.

Commissioner for the Er
vironment, Mr. Tunji Bell
appealed to Lagosians to re
main calm, saying that th
water level had risen increc
ibly so that the channels th:
were meant to discharge w:
ter from the roads and drair
age were compl\}etely blocke
because of the high tide.

The hi%? tide was cause
“because both the Atlant
Ocean_and the Lagoon th:
receive water from our char
nels have risen .adding mo
than usual. Our men are ¢
the field working to. manag
this situation,” Bello said.

Also, experts have said th
yesterday’s rainfall was mea
ured at 233 mm, for instanc
equivalent to about 28 millic
units number of 30,000 litr
tankers that was unleashed

0s between 8.00 am ar
10.00 p.m.

According to the Minist
of the Environment, the A
lantic Ocean also refused
allow the water to dischar;
eastly until this morning.

As a result of the hea
rain, Governor Babatun
Fashola directed that all pu
lic schools in the state be st
as government assesses t
impact of property damag

. by the flood, saying that t
state would not allow a
child to be affected by the i
cident. - '

reflection of our will and ¢
_wish todo what is right |
our workers,”” the goverr
said. The state NLC cha
man,. Comrade Ademok
thanked Oshiomhole for f
esture, saying he-is one
the first governors to imp
ment the new minimum wa,
Ademokun, howev
~ pointed out that there :
. two sectors not covered
the minimum wage; they -
teachers and judicial work
wha will have to_negoti
with the governor in view
the peculiarities on their s
ary scales. )

pital, our correspondent gath-
ered, are Nigerians. -

The woman, walling at the
station, disclosed that she had
asked the girls to cook outside
their restaurant yesterday and
stay in the restaurant until the
rains stopped. .

“My girls don’t usually
sleep in the restaurant,” she

-said, “I did not know that they

slept in the restaurant yester-

day. I asked them to cook out-
side the restaurant when they
honed me and said that water
ad entered the restaurant.”
“This ‘morning, -as I kept
calling - them, 'nobody - was

e -

_picking. 1 was worried ¢
someone picked. the call
told me that my girls are de
I rushed here: to confirm i
can’t believe what 1 am s
ing,” she lamented.

A -man, who claimed to
the brother of one of the d
_ girls, was weeping at the
tion this morning.
Neighbours and. frie
who' besieged the police
tion this morning wept :
expressed shock. The
corpses were later taken
the Lagos State Univer
Hospital, LASUTH.

~
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