The four-storey building that céllapsed early this morning at Idumota, Lagos. Insert: Mrs.
Imowumi Tajudeen, a survivor. PHOTOS: IDOWU OGUNLEYE

PAUL SANUSI & YISA JAMIU

At least five persons were
confirmed ea, 33 others
whoe were critically injured
rescued while at least 20
others were still trapped
this morning under the rub-
ble of a collapsed building
at4 ji Idumeota,
Lagos Island, Lagos, South-
west Nigeria.

Eyewitnesses told
PMNEWS this morning that
the 4-storey building erected
about T0 years ago collapsed
at about midnight.

The corpses so far recov-

ered have been taken to the
Lagos Island Hospital mortu-

ary while the 33 persons res-

Continued on pg.2

Man Attempts To Rape

CYRJACUS IZUEKWE

A man, Adeola Edunjobi,
has been charged to Oshodi
magistrate’s court for alleE-
edly sneaking into his neigh-
bor’s house and attempting
to have sex with the wife
forcefully.

The 32- year old Adeola
was alleged to -have sneaked
into his neighbor’s apartment

and forcefully attempted to
have sex with Ngozi Anieg-
buna while she was sleeping.
. The incident had);l)lened at

shodi La-

74, Brown Street,

gos State, Southwest Nigeria.

PMNEWS gathered that
Ngozi was sleeping in their
one bed-room apartment in
the afternoon and left her door

Continsed on pg.2

| ONE-WAY DRIVE

i aan arrested their
il!rivers on Old Ota

KAZEEM UGBODAGA ' Lagos,
The Lagos State Taskforce on En-

oad, A area of
:, Eoath West
Nigeria.

The arrested drivers

vironment and Offences (Enforce- will be sent for psychi-
ment) Unit began massive enforce- atrict test to ascertain
ment on driving against trafficlast - =~ =~

night as it impounded 12 vehicles

Continued on pg.2
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4 Killed

Continued from pg. 1

cued have been taken to vari-
ous hospitals for treatment.

As at the time of filing this
report, officials of the Lagos
Fire and Safety Services,
the Lagos State Emergen%y
Management Agency, LASE-
MA, %I}Ie Nationa AEmer—

eNne anagement Agency,

%IEN{A, the Lagos State
Ambulance Service, LA-
SAMBUS and youth of the
area were still busy with the
rescue operation. )

According to eyewitness-
es, the youth in the area were
the first to arrive the scene
and remove the five dead
bodies.

It was also gathered that
a proper‘% developer, Chief
Taofeek Eletu, constructed
the building. Some of the
government officials on res-

cue mission told PMNEWS
that the building collapsed
because of poor workmanship
and inferior materials used in
its construction. .
Because of the disaster,
most shops around Idumota
area were shut this morning.
Commercial activities have
been paralysed at the commer-
cial nerve centre of the Lagos
Island. v
Rescue ogeration was ongo-
ing up till the time of going to
ress as officials were making
rantic efforts to rescue more
than 20 persons believed to be
tragped in the building.
. ne of the survivors, Ste-
phen Egede, a commuter bus
driver who hails from Ebonyi
State, ascribed his escape to
the mercy of God on his fam-
ily. Egede said he had just
entered his room after yester-
day’s business and as he was
in the bathroom he noticed

that the building was sinking
and blocks falling.

He said he saw a space
and bolted out of the building
through the little space.

He expressed delight that
his wife and their 2-month old
baby also escaped unhurt.

Another survivor, Oliver
Nzubeikeja, a trader on La-
gos Island, said he was in his

room with his sister when the -

incident happened. The build-

ing collapsed on them. The _.
Anambra State-born bachelor

said they were trapped until
the youth in the area rescued
them. Both tenants were on
the third floor of the collapsed
buildin%

As Stephen and Oliver
were narrating how they
survived, a woman resident
simdply identified as Mama
Lad was brought out of the
debris of the collapsed build-
ing dead.
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