eLagos Ritualists
Pluck Out
The Eyes Of A
Missing Lady

JAMIUYISA

A 36-year-old woman, Olukemi Gbelee,
who was reported missin%lby PMNEWS
last Thursday while on her way to the
Xotelr) rI i Lionl cCentre la}) B_gf_u_wa in
yobo-Ipaja Local Council Development
Area hag bJeen found dead.
She was alleged to have been abducted and
killed by suspectedritualists, the second such
incident in the last four months.

_ The muti se of the lady was found
six days later SSaturday) inside a bush at the
Mechanic Vil %g around Two-storey bus-
stoa in the LCDA. .

. Her two eyes were removed by the ritual-
ists.

She was said to have left home as early as
4 a.m. to pick a number and register for the
exercise later in the day.

When P. M. NEWS visited her parents’ resi-
dence on 56, Candos Road, Batuwa, Ipaja, her

visibly shaken and hypertensive father
was not allowed to speak with our re-
%orter; but her younger brother, Omotayo

belee, said: “On Sunday eVening, afriend
came to visit us at home and we discussed
the need to go to the registration centre
very early in the morning and pick a
number so that we will be able to perform
the exercise on time.

“That friend told us that she got there
around4 a.m. the previous day and picked
number 20. Initia ﬁshe (the deceased) felt
reluctant to go to the centre that early but
my father encouraged her to register and
she obliged before everybody went to

sleep. - .
“'Fhe following day, when we checked
and she was not on her bed, we felt that she
had left for the registration centre. At
about 5.45 a.m. when my younger sister
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was Eoin to work, we found
out that the exit door was not
focked from outside.
“Ordinarily, the padlock was
supposed to have been locked,
but it was hung on the door,
meaning that something hap-
pened while she was trying to
padlock it,” he added.
Omotayo told P.MNEWS
that ‘all efforts to get her on
Ehone proved abortiveasithad
een switched off. Afterasearch
party came up with nothing,
the matter was reported at the
Ipa}%a Police Station.
hey also went to the regis-
tration centre where she was
supposed to write down her
name and pick a number for the
exercise, but her name was not

on the list, an indication that.

she didn’t get to the place be-
fore the sad incident.

“We checked everywhere,
inciuding all the three. police
stations in Ayobo-Ipaja, includ-
ing hospitals but we could not
find her. We posted the infor-
mation on facebook and other
social networking sites and we
also visited media houses.

“A female police sergeant,
Evelyn Famogbiyele, was as-
- signed to investigate the ‘inci-
dent and we equally involved
the SSS and otherrelevant agen-
cies. On Saturday, at about
12.30 p.m. the Ipaja-Ayobo
Council boss, Prince Bisi Yusuf
and a police officer came visit-
ing and told my father that they
had aclue, and1 followed them.

“When we got to the me-
chanic village around Two sto-
rey bus-stop, inside Baruwa,
we found f%e corpse of my
sisterinside a bush with all vital

arts of her body missing.
aggots were even coming out
of her decomposing body. In
fact, it wasa gory sight,” he told
P.MNEWS.”

Omotayo described his late
sister an easy going person.
“She was very friendly,

highly reserved and doesn’t

keep many friends. She usually
stays at home and in our moth-
er’s shop. If she is not in our
mother’s shop, she will be in-
side the house. If she’s not
readinganovel, she willbe read-
ing thebible.

‘She was a prayerful indi-
vidual and we are going to miss

her a lot, especially her leader- .

ship qualities as the eldest child

of the family. She is a staunch
‘believer too,” he lamented.

A community leader and
CDA executive in the area,
Alhaji Kareem Bankole who
was worried about the incident
said since the area was linked
with Ayobo Town, it has been
exposed to ritual killers.

“Four months ago, a girl was
also killed in similar circum-
stances and her body tied in a

sack and dumped inside the -

gutter. We are therefore calling
on the appropriate security

agencies tocometoour aid,” he

said.

Speaking with P.M.NEWS,
the chairman of Ayobo-Ipaja
LCDA, Bisi Yusuf, described
the incident as unfortunate and

that his administration is cur-
rently working with the police
on how to comb the area.and
bring the pertpi_letrators to book.

He denied the allegations that
corpses are usually found in the
mechanic village. “I have not

heard about such before. That.

has notbeen reported to me and
I don’t want to think it is true.
The only corpse 1 saw there
was this particular one,” he
stated.

Reactingto the allegation that
the DPO of the Ayobo-Ipaja
Police Station urged the resi-
dents ofthe area tohire OPC, he
said, “well I cannot speak for
the DPO but if he calls for
vigilance I don’t think there is
anything wrong with that, ex-
cept we want to be hypocriti-
cal.” The DPO could not be
contdcted at the time of filing
this report.

NDLEAArrest

SIMONA ATEBA

The National Drug Law
Enforcement Agency,
NDLEA, has disclosed that
in 2010, it arrested 6,788 sus-
pected drug traffickers and
seized 178,120.725 Kkilo-
grammes of drugs.

Thechairmanofthe agency,
Mr. Ahmadu Giade who ad-~
dressed journalists at a world
press conference at the Golden
Gate Restaurant, Ikoyi, Lagos,
South-West Ni'ieria', this morn-
ing said that the suspects in--
cluded 6,296 male and 492 fe-
male: Giade disclosed that the
breakdown of the drugs seized
in 2010 showed that cannabis
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