Landiady Crushed To Death

OLATUNJIOBASA

A landlady at Ewupe area
of Sango, Ogun_State, Ni-
geria known as Iya Gomez
was this morning crushed to
death along the Lagos-
Abeokuta Expressway, Abule
Egba U-Turn bus stop. She
was on an okada trip from
Sango to Lagos.

P.M.NEWS checks revealed
that the okada rider was ridin
against the traffic (one-way
from U-Turn bus stop to Agege
junction on the expressway to

eat the early morning traffic
jam on the road.

The Okadaraninto a vehicle
that crushed the passenger.

Eyewitnesses informed
P.M.NEWS that Iya Gomez
died instantly while the okada

Soyinka

Continued From Pg.l
posted in the online news por-
tal, Saharareporters.com.

One of his critics on the same
[}ortal, Remi Oyeyemi, aformer
HENEWS staff based in
America, had queried the Nobel
Laureate: “Is there any particu-
lar reason Soyinka did not dis-
close this ‘tea party’ incident
to the public at large? Is there
something involvedin this than
we can all fathom from the sur-
face? Why did Soyinka acqui-
esce with the press reports that
he turned back from Benin Air-
ort when he actually sat with
BB in Oshiomhole’s house
before ‘escaping to freedom?’
“This is very pertinent be-
cause as thin%s are today, the
Nigerian people are looking for
above board leaders and opin-
ion moulders. For such opinion
moulders to be as effective as
warranted, they need to have
integrity and must be believ-
able. We are not asking them to
be angels. Neither are we asking
them to be saints. They are
entitled to their own errors and
mistakes. But they must al-
ways level with us. Every time
they make any public state-
ment, it must be the truth that
could not be contradicted. It
enhances public confidence in
them and upholds their integ-
rity.

“There should not be any
sign that those who seek to
mould our views and what we
think about public issues and
personalities are trivialising our
trust. They should not give the
impression that they are doing
something else and telling the
rest of us another. For those
who are politicians, we can ex-
pect them to play games with

rider sustained some bruises all
over his body. )

Law enforcement agents at
the accident scene used the de-
ceased phone to contact her
relation who identified her as
Iya Gomez.

Before P.M.NEWS left the
scene, policemen from Oko Oba
police division were about to
remove the corpse of the woman
and the injured okada rider to-
gether with the bike to their
station.

Residents of U-Turn_bus
stop and eyewitnesses told
P.M.NEWS that okada riders
usually rode against the traffice
in the area, especially in the
morning. But whenever the
were arrested by LASTM
officials, they usually resisted.

the truth some of the times or
most of the times because of
their vocation.” '

Soyinka in his rejoinder be-
rated Oyeyemi for the insinua-
tions he made in his article and
debunked IBB’s claim. He said:

“There is a deplorable tone
of pomposity, of dictatorial
conceit in Oyeyemi’s article
that sets one’s teeth on edge.
Here is an article premised ona

rofusion of ‘ifs’, ‘maybes’,

mightbes’, ‘itis possible that’,
‘alleged’, ‘reportedly’, yetfilled
with conclusive judgmental ex-
pressions and smug censori-
ousness, Setting up oneselfas a
judge of political moralities re-
quires amore rigorous approach
to the marshalling, and presen-
tation of suppositions and
facts. You do not impute a
‘cover-up’ on such feeble, con-
venient, purely speculative
terms — and over such trivia!

“A surprise encounter, to-
tally unexpected that took place
in the presence of, and involv-
ing at] 1st thirty others in the
recepti »n room of a state gov-

ernor is not, by any stretch of

imagination, an encounter tobe
tendentiously described as tak-
ing place ‘behind closed doors’.
This was in the ‘public do-
main’, and it is presumptuous
for anyone torequire thatI give
an account, as a public duty, to
what was clear to everyone in
that formal and open space as a
fortuitous encounter, and one
with all conversation audible to
all, including a swarm of report-
ers and photo%raphers that ac-

companied Babangida into that
lounge.
“However, Ibrahim

Babangida, in the account of-
fered by Oyeyemi, was abso-
lutely correct in one aspect. 1
have no personal problem with
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