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Hotels of Horror:

Across Nigeria, chilling stories have
emerged of hotel guests who checked
into rooms, only to disappear without a
trace—or worse, to be found mutilated.
In the shadows of these horrific
incidents, disturbing accounts suggest
that hotel employees, driven by greed,
coercion, or even direct complicity,
play vital roles in aiding the murderers,
either by unwittingly or intentionally
facilitating such grisly crimes. VICTOR
AYENI writes on the dark underbelly
of Nigeria’s hospitality industry
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e the next day. :
arriving in Otowe late that day, the cleric lodged at
Century Home Hotel in the Owhelogbo community and
led in for an evening of tranquility, hoping to wake up th
ext day to attend the burial event.
, that day never came, as Sunday did not make/t o
f the hotel alive. :
The next day, as the Ogofotha family gathered for the burial
service, Sunday was nowhere to be seen, and hi
phones were switched off. =~
By the second day, apprehension
ha t in, and the to
franti call one another to inquire
about the cleric’s whereabouts.
Fortunately, on Friday eve% 3
Sunday had informed his wi g =t
of the name of the hotel where ‘-5
he was lodging and his room
alumb:lr,— a piece of infortlllamu:v?l
at ultimately exposed the
minds that onc{ostrated the cleric’s
murder.

Uncovering argrueoome
urder

when she informed |
them that he had not % **
yet returned from the

trip.

Her efforts to reach
Sunday on the phone
abortive, as his phones had
switched off since Friday evening — an unusual practice that
raised some suspicion.

Saturday PUNCH gathered that Rhoda called her in-laws
and informed them of what her husband had told her before
they lost communication.

With this information, the family members went to Century
Home Hotel to ask about Sunday’s whereabouts, but the hotel
manager, Godwin Iboirode, claimed that he had checked out.

This prompted the family to leave the hotel in
d_uapppmtment. However, they returned there again, this
time with firm conviction that someone was hiding something.

Our correspondent gathered that when the Ogofotha famng'
members re-visited the hotel, a heated argument erupted

when they insisted on ing all the rooms — a suggestion
which the hotel management allegedly tried to resist.

By this time, the case had attracted the intervention of the
community vigilance group, which forcefully broke the door of
a particular room and entered it to find a gory sight: Sunday’s

_ their murder. Sometim
. f a POS gi

dead body tied to the bed with multiple stab wounds.

Shocking confessions
When the case was reported to the Delta State Police
Command, the hotel owner, Joseph Ogbole; the hotel

members were arrested.
An investigation revealed that Sunday had been murdered
on Friday night, and his killers, alleged to
be hotel staft, also took his ATM cards and
withdrew money from his bank account the |
ext day.
A source in the community alleged that |
the hotel had been a haven for suspected |
kidnappers and murderers. !
“Pastor Sunday is not the only ﬁ'llcum of

y .andfallen vichm to m, .l
o toldSan:irda PUNCH. by
In a video footage post: on,
Talks Crime, a woman believe'a, i
to be the wife-of the securify guard
confessed—that_h

allegedly ki
she accused him of using a fake
alert to withdraw N10,000 from
her account. Bethel was said

usband called her into the
hotel; she is a friend of his. That day,
he called her on the phone al(lid took

room. It was
how he killed

killed her,” she said.
In his confession, Iboirode, in a video posted on X tge

March 29, claimed that after Sunday lodged at the hote

Shocking tales of

anager, Iboirode; the security guard; and two other staff
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he came out around midnij, t he told me he had
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the locked door. I knew the man inside was dead, and I was
afraid. I decided to escape. I ran to a woman’s house to spend p
the night, and when it was morning, I came out to find out how
the issue was. That was when the vigilantes and community /V
boys attacked me,” he said. i

Saturday PUNCH gathered that the hotel was owned by
Iboirode’s uncle, Oghole, who claimed to be unaware of his
nephew’s criminal activities.

Oghole was said to have recruited
Iboirode to help manage the hotel, but |
> he was implicated by the community

- | for com‘sllcity in Sunday’s murder,
RN l‘;'el;ich tinllj;tely led tg the hotel

- | being razed by angry residents.

| Iboirode further disclosed, “I

encountered Johnson and Clement

A dmg to_the 3 .
3 machinebe?ongm to&: believe
gouse during a %ﬁ mx! %:g %y’
Jol n was the one who
handed over the POS machine
to me. I don’t know whether

it was the guy or the girl who
owned the POS machslee. But

Edafe ngt&d that the ;:vho
sueslpectsan e erofthe
hotel have been, apprehended,
but they are;still jinvestigating to
- unravel ‘whateventually happened
" because, to the best of our knowledge,
they have not given us the full details.” {
PPRO confirmed that Ogofotha was stabbed “multiple = =
times until he died,” but “he was able to reach out to his wife
to tell her where he was before they no longer heard from him.

1
This is why information is vital; telling your loved ones where 1 }
you are is key.” 3 {
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t A

March 21, he was approached by two young men who wan

to see the cleric. .
“One of them was dark-skinned, and the other was fair-

skinned. They told'me they wanted to take something from

him (Sunday), and I said ‘okay.’ Later, the guys told me that

when they collect the thing from the man, they would give me

Nsm.
y, named Johnson, later came out

“The dark-skinned )
of the room, but I didn’t see the fair-skinned one,

Clement, come out. After an hour had passed, I went to check
the room. When I got to that jcular room, I found out that
the door had been locked with a padlock. Clement had left
through the exit door inside the room that people could use
to leave the building. x

“Later, in the evening, I began to perceive some odour from

- that is not your

was a sad thing that the hotel was used for kidnapping
and possibly ritual purposes. The upper floor of the facility
had 30 partitions for curious use, as well as a shrine. And
everyday hotel; certainly, no government or p
authority would have approved of such a use. o 3
“Since it's used for ki ppmsoper_lﬁons,n’uu{mmwﬂy
forfeited to the government, so that is the law that has been ™3
:
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can extricate himself from the
jvities that were happening in
when it was in use.
disturbed and worried about
it may not be the only facility
can have such activity. In the
jast two or three weeks, several buildings
gsed for kidnapping activities have been
prought down, the state Commissioner
for Information, Dr Law Mefor, said.

for ritual, others
Asthestory of the hotel murders in Delta
snd Anambra sm&;igread across social
ia, there were rent explanations
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b is ritual Killing” Wisdom Ovie, a
of two, told our correspondent.
investigate, you will see that some

hotels kill e for money rituals. This
common in e9oswhentﬂhey killed peo, gl
{énd no one knew about their whereabouts. There was o
m1996,ﬂ1e0tokotoritualldllingsin0weni,lmosmte.‘

t Ekeanyanwu, who offered the boy
cold beve emdcamedhlmmto!hehotehﬁerhel:e‘;y
The 11-year-old was said to have been decapitated, i
. D itated, had his

Daried within the hotel premiscer - - P00 e

liver removed

murders

feral animals on a ram for blood, so were the
a of Olamide Akinol 0 eventually snuffed life out

s brother,
PUNCH, accused the police of humiliating him and allegeg
that the hotel management had tried to cover up the crime
by claiming that their = oy . -

at the examination venue, he was dpclared missing.

After an intense search by the police, on November
15, 2021, the accountant’s lifeless body was found in
a shallow grave very close to the Hilton Hotel and
Resorts, wﬁ?re he had lodged.

After Adegoke’s body was exhumed, there were
blood stains on different parts of his body. The shirt
he wore was soaked in blood, and his shoulders and
head were half-covered with a grey bed sheet.

The discovery subsequently led to the arrest of
Adedoyin and six other staff members of the hotel.

Roheem, Adedoyin’s son, who also had a hand
in Adegoke’s death, was identified as the fourth
murderer. He is, however, still at large.

When the suspects were dwrggdl‘ncounandthe
hearing began, one of the onists who was on
duty on the night of the m r, Adesola Adedeji,
narrated how the hé)telthmanagemem attempted to
cover u| oke’s death. e

Whilept ifying before the court, Adedeji said that
after the accountant was killed, she was instructed by
Roheem, who was the managing director of the hotel
at the time, to fabricate another receipt that would
not reflect Adegoke’s name.

Science and Techn?lm. Ozoro, Adegor Sophia, was found t rt later revealed that Adegoke’s death was
mi in a hotel room. . caAu:a:iubyog‘;yvememorrhage secondary to severe traumatic

Said_some management staff, including the hotel

manager, had been arrested in connection with the death of mﬂ’ﬁz} close to two years of intense court arguments, battles,

the student. d intrigues, Adedoyin, Aderogba, and Oyetunde were
. ito the police, although Sophia’s body was not :epntel: to death bymging by the Osogbo High Court on

mutilated, her arms and legs were tied, indicating that she May 30, 2023. i
he was restrained. In January 2025, the Court of in Akure, Ondo State,

upheld the death sentence earlier handed out by the Osogbo
High Court.

‘Murders rampant in remote areas’ . X
The belief in money rituals —anoocu]tecono:ggrmwhmh_mny
money can be magi

'!prodlex’;ed from ritual
. murders - is rife in
" Nigeria.

| %:ishasbeensaidto
_ be the motive behind
. some violent murders

Emmanuel, in an interview with Safurda

H:lum lopst,’ s :
tolcei
‘ e
Bovernment Area of Ogun State Lat mpom st'nngm'lt fidllings
Whi msmel’oﬁeec‘mmnddidnotdisdoeethe I i :rpoliesm : takin; lace ?: h
motive | the assault, sources told PUNCH | picked up the call and 3 it would have to be in
.tAhno}g?anyomgnpg.blood after the alleg < told me my sister was seedy motels in remot
'He sustaing serious injuries and was taken to the hospital, | dead. or villag i
the doctor pronounced him dead. This “He asked me to 2 “These ca?t. be
eof peopletoom‘:::gn.namikngn the hotel come down tAobu thei{ L ik d something happening
. hotel manager was injured, and several ., division in Abuja. I was in Abuj owing day, i many peop i
instruments were damaged ing the the police celsu'iedtoworrthingsout,bmdtl:eyh:?el % i e perinctalty St

the scene to restore order. Meanwhile,

the body has been taken to a mo

in Olambe for examination an
" the state PPRO, Omolola

h year: egedly beaten
to death on July 15 after she was accused of
Plchnslmgmonerbeingspnyedduﬂngabmhdqy
party at the hotel.
At her burial, the parents of the deceased, Mr and Mrs
:;txtlrick Awuda, la-mented that their daughter died an

death.

“She was our fifth child. The news of her sudden death came
to us as a rude shock. We never expected that her promising
life with a bright future would be cut short in such a manner.
- “We heard t she was beaten to death by a group of

and her was found near an

abandoned
Pool in the hotel where she went with her friends to celebrate

s y.

- “Although the police said the autopsy proved she

e believe she was killed as they have refused to

footage of the incident. What can we do? We have left

veng .RGod'..Xemgoingtomissmulovingmdaﬁng
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viﬂcnce.Ouroﬁcemweredispnd) to

vestigation,” Adeh said.
November 5, 2021, an Abuja-based
t, Timothy Adegoke,

owner shouted at me.

_“They asked if  had anyone, and I told them that “Again, for people to murder cli i Y
it was myself and my late sister; we lost our parents  be more than one mm%:mwﬁmﬁmzﬁeﬁ::
b {2 long time ago. They took advantage of my linked to o harvesting rings,” he opined.
situation. Inspector Dajunma said maybe the ist, Olubunmi Oni lained
case should be transferred to another 'p:“ll!':ih‘:.l‘mli"relmownassel'n ldlie:ars use
T they qummlt'da oﬁu::s d:vferlnurdels over an extended
period an i
Stiod and op a method of selecting
“Many of these serial killers are psychopaths,
and one can trace the roots of their condition
back to early childhood. They mag have
witnessed extreme violence or abuse
or neglect, and these causes of trauma can
lead to deep-seated psychological issues.
These issues can manifest in violence and the
urge to murder,” she noted.

'l'he'allegationagainstusiswm \
andunﬁir.’l‘hemseis,however,ungesr \\

accountan! oke,
travelled to Tle-Ife, Osun State, to write his ty
Master of Business Administration examinations at h
the Obafemi Awolowo Distance Learning Centre.
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a hotel own on i e father of in a " h i - :
placed a phone call to his wife to let her know he had arrived  formal risk seeearay sed: For corporate o nisations, &

his destinati _ must be carried out by the business’
at tion. and security team ahead of the visj 4
Unfortunately, that was the very last phone conversation  and the report must be reviewed visit by the employee,
Adegoke had with his wife. P “This rcviewmwin determin 'byl top management.

S A risk rating of the hotel
On November 6, 2021, Adegoke’s wife repeatedly tried to  or range of hotels. Fo; responsible organisation
m-;:htharyur—oldmtheﬁmm,bmhi:ulhmnever mhavealistofhot;l:ﬂm have‘ﬁ):en i

A risk-assessed and
considered safe for must :
i\nnmolqumugdcr : Sm-insnthnt something was amiss with her husband’s ~ to all relevant staff as an %e&?gglp -~
nlmmw&wm alerted her in-laws. Two days after friends and mbelbmmktolwiduhaﬁnqoﬁ'w
arrested after a te's Ui of _ family members could not reach Adegoke, and he was missing assets where possible and to always inspect their rooms.



