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“Benue teenager killed in gun

Benue CP, Yabanet

the young man to death and

mEmbes on May 19, 2024, al
zbout B pm while having Ginner— went away mthhxscorps&

While erving out for justice,
P2 Onminyi demanded an
immediate release of the body
of their son to be given a decent
burial according to the Idoma
traditional rites and customs.

He said, “We demand the
immediate release of the items
evacuated from our house and
make us have access to our
home because we have been
badly traumatised and tired of
sleeping outside our house.

The father, a retired civil

servant, who described his son
as "a complete gentleman”, said
he had yet to be informed of any
offence committed by his son to
have warranted him being killed
by policemen in the presence of
the family members.

He said, “I am Mr. Joseph
Onminyi, the father of the
deceased Peter Onminyi, whom
the police shot to death on May
19, 2024, in my own house, not
even outside.

“No reason was given by the
police for their actions. They
didn’t ask or tell anybody about
the offence he committed,
rather they just killed him while
he was eating at the dining hall.

“The police could not
approach me, the father, or ask
any of my children seated with
me in the room what offence
my son committed. They just
jumped through the fence of
my house and after entering
the house, they started shooting
sporadically and also shot at one
of my sons who was eating at the
dining table.

“Not only that, after shooting
him, they took him away
and evacuated all the home
properties, including the radio,

Fire guts multimillion naira Lagos furniture

Johnson idowu
fire incident that occurred
n Thursday 2t a2 furniture
market in the Ojotz arez of

| Lagos State has destroyed goods

the Tiger Response
Team at the
incident scene by
1404hrs, it was
discovered  that [
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duel with kidnappers — Police

refrigerator, washing machine,
gas cooker, a cylinder as well
as two motorcycles and every
other thing in the house.”

He said the action could
be termed an armed robbery
because the police came
unannounced and nobody was
informed of what they came
for. “Whether they came to
check anything or they came to
- investigate anyone, they didn’t
say anything, rather they shot
and killed my innocent child.

“After killing him, the palice
still took his body away to an
unknown destination. Up till
this moment, I don't know
where my son’s lifeless body is.
Besides that, the police still shut
down my house,” he lamented.

But when contacted on
Thursday, the state PPRO,
Anene, countered the claims
of extrajudicial killing of the
teenager, saymg that it was
a case of “someone involved
in Ludnappmg and armed
robbery.”

She said, “I am aware of the
case which involved a boy who
is into kidnapping. 1 think the
police went there for an arrest
and in the process, one of the

‘market

with other stakeholders through
concerted efforts successfully
curtailed the fire from spreading
across multiple areas to cause
more damage.

boys started exchanging gunfire
with the operatives and in the

process, he was killed.
“However, | am not sure of

Lagos lawmaker begins road repair
28 years after neglect

the name but I will still get back
to you. This happened around
the Welfare Quarters in the
Makurdi area.”

+ The road
ot Salami

ESIDENTS of Araromi
the lkorodu Local
Government Area of Lagos State
maysoonbmtheamghofrehef
as a House of Representatives
member, Babajimi Benson, has
initiated the rehabilitation of
their community road.

A PUNCH Metro
correspondent  who visited
the community during the
rehabilitation commencement
ceremony on Thursday learnt
that the Araromi-Adamo
road had been neglected by
successive governments since

1996.
n, representing the

Congress, is npeded to
complete the 1.3-kilometre road
project within three months.

The serving federal
lawmaker, represented
by Muyideen Sanwo-Ola,
Executive Assistant on Parks to
Governor Babajide Sanwo-Olu,
urged the community to allow
the contractors to complete the
projects within the scheduled
time frame.

“l urge you to support
this project, which will be
completed within three months.
Let’s remind our youths not
to engage in any activity that
may hinder the contractors

As of the time of submitting
the report, the PPRO had not
got back to PUNCH Metro as
promised.

from finishing the work,” the
lawmaker pleaded.

Some residents who spoke
with our eorm-pondent
expressed joy and appreciation
to the representative for
intervening to ease the daily

face while using the road.

A resident, Ademoriti Maruf,
m.id, “This road has been a
major challenge for us. I grew

up in this area, and since |

1996, after the then military |

administrator of Lagos State,
Buba Marwa, inangurated it,
the Araromi-Adamo Road has
been abandoned.

“We have been pleading
with the political class to
come to our aid but received
no response until Jimi Benson
decided to help us. We thank
God that after 28 years, the
rehabilitation is finally starting
today.

“We thank our Member of
the Homse of Representatives
for bringing this rehabilitation
pm;ett to our community.
This is the first benefit we've
received fmm the political class
since 1999.”
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