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Rising boat accidents fuel stricter waterway re lation calls

In this piece, ANOZIE EGOLE looks at
how to tackle the rising boat mishaps in
the country’s waterways |
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However, nmthshw.mlrdnldas that the inland
waterways has not improved due to thelevel of insecurity
mishaps that had ocourred on the nation's el o

's waterways.
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the vessel to collide with a bridge

passengers alive. A
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drowned when a boat carrying rice farmers capsized in Awe LGA. *
The passengers were returning from their farms when the accident
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yate, further fueling public outrage and improving regulation of

s waterways.
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over 300 people, mainly women
Government Area in-Kwara State to
capsized.
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Some arrests have been made mtbepast.lnd
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The PUNCH reports that the NIWA has commenced a
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waterways transportation code in Lagos jetties.
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Speaking during a tisation exercise in Lagos recently,
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would ensure that boat captains, operators, and passengers were
fully aware of the new safety measures and the strict penalties for

non-compliance.
She that the code, which had been officially gazetted

the enforcement is
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Mr Oluwadiya, while while admitting that boat accidents
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passengers to be properly kitted.
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people, because of the water phobia, inthe boat, and the
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hv}l:M thatmnmenme tagencies could do better in securing
i properties on the waterways.

“You know there is always room for im; and then in
every government

xsmemdumnmgumothaone.mdtheeqmpmtthey%

require is another.
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“I believe NTWA can do better. The question is, do they have all
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while three . According to B the sensitisation campaign focuses on  were abducted by suspected kidnappers in Bonny River Waters,
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{ the intervention oflocal boat and resclié teams, llabo ti lth doesn't excuse the high number of deaths we have seen,” A.laosud.
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