o interview

Losing my son in Kaduna flood heartb

Hairdresser Blessing Samson, a woman based .in Kaduna,
speaks to TEMITOPE ADETUNJI about the tragic story of
her son, Destiny Samson, who died after he was swept away
inaflood .

' ‘())ULDymkbldlymw;mtwhatbwmpiredon my instincts suggested it could be his, people reassured me

: the day you tragically lost your first son? Dot to worry, promising to resume the search in
1am Blessing Samson from Oyo State, Ibadan. Iam - the morning. ol

based in Kaduna. I am married to a man from Kaduna State ‘Ihenextmommg,mstbeforeyam,some

and I am 34 years old. The inci onSattm_, men went to the riverbank and discovered

Angust 19, 2024, precisely, ainfa e Gonin

al Govel .'.-:::-:l._._,‘.n'
at do you do for a living?

having left Kaduna three years ago. He
» I own a salon; I am a hairdresser. On that evening, there  often spends months in Abuja due to
: was heavy rain, and I was busy in my shop. I had expected  his work commitments.
! someone to drop my son home, as a senior colleague often did What happened after his
! on rainy days using a bike. I waited that day but did not see was found?
¥ g him. Around 7 pm that night, I became worried. I instructed When they saw his body, they
' my eldest daughter and my other son (now 5 years old) to go first called my husband to inform
% inside the shop while 1 stepped out to look for him. him before I finally found out. My. %
1 - .. Whatishis name? husband told them not to bury him
s His name is Desti . until he arrived. :
after that? So who broke the news to you? >
Whmlwentmtsidemswd\,itwasdarkandevuywhm One of the people who went to search for him, because he

looked deserted. Sensing the need, I went inside to fetch

myphoneandpmeeededtohiswukplace.Uponarrival, the news. :

I ﬁnaad_mjmmﬂ?negm Wcﬁd&:whu&;ndmm?

ot away by the river. Initially, T did not think it He arrived that same day, the 20th of August, when my

WmMmmnge,Jtold,mydaughteLﬂlaL son was buried. I think he was buried around 10 am. My

mmmmhhbm&a.Pwpkwholmewhim husband arrived around 1 pm on Sunday, August 20, 2024,
mted!batbehadﬁngsbedmkmmdspmﬂmday. duemﬂatﬁc.Somepeople'eventoldhimtosmdmeaway,
Qyuqm,aﬁeranextenswesmﬂ,vngmunabletolome saying it was my carelessness that led to my child's death.
mehwed,{anedbome,anhqpaﬁngconﬁmﬁngthe Your son was buried before his arrival?

seambﬂ:efqﬂmvmgdayandpm’b)ymvolwugﬂ;epoﬁce.l Yes, he had to be buried, and he was buried at the

was too worried to sleep that night. riverbank.

» mﬂ’a’me""gbt’h’sﬁoemfwnd,andakhough - What vocation was your son learning?

is like a friend to me, was the one who called me and broke

How did you feel when you found out it was your
son’s body that was found? .

Imn’tevenmtplainthefee]ing,lwasdevastated,
andinpain.Nomotherorpamntwantstoburyﬁleirchﬂd.

On that Saturday when the incident happened, my mind
wasn't letting him go. He even came to my shop to lie down a
bitbeforehelettltwasashoddnganddevmﬁngexpeﬁence
for me. Hewashealﬁxyandwasn’tsick;hejustpamedaway
pke.ﬂmtlneverimaginedhecouldbesweptawaybyaﬂood
in the same month he was born. He was born on August 27.

How old was he? y : :

He was 13 years old.

What position was he in the family?

reaking — Mother

- promises are true,
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He was the firstborn and first son. .

What are ﬂfl:rnmnmuble things that you
remember him for?

The truth is, he was a very good and respectful child who
was loved by many. Some people used to tell me that I had
trained him well. In their words, “Your son is so respectful.”

Did you feel depressed whenever you thought
about him?

Yes, I was almost falling into depression. I cried every day

whenever I thought about the incident, but God is a miracle
worker. During that August, I didn’t even know I was already
pregnant.

When did you discover that you were pregnant?

Atthe end of August, I found out I was pregnant after using
a pregnancy test strip. I had been on family planning, and it -
had expired before my son’s passing. We hadn't planned to
have another child as we already had three. :

My husband had come around in early August to take
some materials from Kaduna to Abuja. When my first son
passed away, I was already two weeks pregnant by the end
of that August. I was blessed with another son on May 19,
2024 (last month).

What are you grateful to God for?

'Ihisismllyamimde.Godwipedawaymytwsandputa
smi]eonmyfaceagain.GodgavemeaneWsonasabl&ng.
Even though I can't forget my late son, I am still thankful to
God for showing me mercy. No matter what you are going
thmughinlife,justhavefaiththatGodwi]]neverlmveyw.

Iam also grateful for the strength given i
e SR T

pe. The friends
show me God's endless love and care. 54

In moments of doubt and sadness, I have felt God's
presence. He has guided me and reminded me that I am
pet\;ey alone. He has given me comfort, turning my sorrow
into joy.

So, no matter what challenges you face, hold on to your
fmﬂx.Tm.stthatGod’splansforyouamﬁﬂ]ofhope.Heis
alwayswxﬂxyou,woddngbelzind)hescenstobﬁnggood

hltoymulife.Rsnember,Hisloveneva'faﬂs,'andHis



