sister’s husband
justice for her death

An engineer, .:Shitm Yusuf, tells TEMITOPE ADETUNJI how his
30-year-old sister, Rafiat, was allegedly killed by her husband after
smashing her head on a wall during a heated argument in the Gas

Line area of Ijoko ate, on August 6, 2023
Wlunlsygw-relauonshtptmﬂlthe When ?exactly did the incident
My name is Shittu Yusuf. I am an It happened on Sunday,AugusE 6,2023.

What else did the eyewitnesses
tell you?
There were two witnesses and they

engineer. | am the elder brother of the deceased
and T am 34 years old. I am from Epe. Her
name is Rafiat.

Is it true that your sister died during were the ones who told us about the
a visit to her husband? argument that transpired between my
It is very true. sister and her husband. I was told that
Can you narrate what happened? after the husband hit her head on the wall,

Well, T was told that she went over to ask for he tried to run away, but was arrested.
money for the thrift she was involved in. I wasn't What ~ type  of
there to know the full details. My wife was the relationship  did
gnhoh:ﬁrmedmeabommem%idem. sf}t;whave unm

czlled me on the phone and tol band b

e fat she e iy Soer the " incidet?
died after her husband hit her Had theret s

Bead against the wall of his _ Senoeendion?
. Yes. They had been

having issues because
the man did not want
to cater for his children.
How many children do they have together?

aso some money for her children’s upkeep. He refused My sister had two children for him. I had talked to

S0 ) d |
- bﬁﬁ:ﬁ, ﬂa]gd her hmbaﬁﬁegmlfsﬁ her h::d him about the domestic violence issue, and_ he only
against the wall and she fell. ~ promised to change. There was even a time this year or

Did she die in his house? late last year that my sister reported to me that she was

beaten by her husband and hliéslrounger_bmther. Ispoke
to him then but now, he has killed my sister.
What was your sister’s occupation?

She was rushed to the hospital immediately and was
declared dead. I rushed mﬁ hospital at Tjoko but she
was already dead.
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She was a fashion designer.

How did your family react to
the news of her death?

It was a rude shock to all of us. We
have not recovered and it can only
take the grace of God.

Areyour parents still alive?

Yes, they art‘;:ey

Howare coping? :

They are fairly eopme keep 5,
them company and try as much [ 39
as possible to encourage them.
It is not easy to lose a child. She
was the last child of my parents.

Where are your parents?

They are in Ogun state.

Were your parents in support of their union?

Well, they did not have a legally binding marriage or
a traditional marriage that had the formal endorsement
of our parents.

What else do you know about her husband?

He is a motor mechanic; some people also said he is a
businessman. He is 41 years old.

Is he also from Epe?
b;;clually, there os\t\lvyasbnot Tuch ﬁ:].i;zhan;y between us

use I am m usy. I can only say he is probably
from Oyo State or elsewhere. I am not sure.

Did your late sister ever live with her
husband?

They were not legally or traditionally married. He got
her an apartment. That is, they didn't live together, so
she used to go to his house whenever she wanted to get
anything from her.

Does he have another wife?

The wife he lived with packed out some time ago.
So he lived alone ever since with his first child and his
younger brother, I think.

How will you describe the temperament of
your sister?
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Well, anyone can be temperamental. Tt depends
on the level but I will say that she was justep:i3 bit
temperamental.

Have you heard from her husband’s relatives
since your sister died?

Yes. Ever since he was arrested, they have been
begging us to withdraw the case, and that we should do
ﬁgﬂﬂngtoprmhimﬁ'm&cmgthewrathofthe

Who has been i
R T e iy, v
deceased?

We 2ll in the family she left behind are
taking care of the children.

How many and how old are the
children?

One is nine and one is six years old and
AW she had other children for 2 man before she

§ met the husband that killed her. Let me just
say the oldest children from her first husband
should be 14 or 16 vears old and the second one
513

are the other things you can

What fiout ,ﬂtmgs? say
Rafiat was a good sister. Frankly speakin gz,
there is none without one form of temper or the other,
So, she could be a little bit temperamental, but in all,
sheuasagoodpemmandm:tat:mb@omeperson.

What is the present state of the case being
handled by the police?

The body language of the police is tolet go of the case.
I tried to gauge the feeling of one of the palice officers
by asking if we could retrieve the body of my sister
from the mortuary, and he said yes. For me, that was ~
an indication that the case would be closed if I retrieved
the body without any autopsy carried out.

Do you intend to carry on with the case until
you get justice or let it go for the sake of the
children youwr sister had for the suspect?

For now, it's justice! Such a barbaric act reveals a
heartless individual. We also have wives at home and
they do offend us even when we display self-control.
He (Rafiat's husband) could have done any other thing
but hit his wife's head against the wall. Justice is all we
want.

She has not been buried even though we are Muslims.
We want to also carry out an autopsy because if we bury
her, the case will be forgotten. We want justice.
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