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Commemity Secretary General, Kingsley Emomate,
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in the community.

He said, “Tt is truly a pitiable and sympathetic incident.
I i very unfortunate that lives have been whsﬁ;jWe
experienced a similar Over a year ago, we
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ives due to poor electrical materials provided by BEDC is
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on the incident, a community member,
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for the BEDC, Mrs Helen Ogagare
could not be reached for comments on the incident as of the
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failing to replace the cables just as she pleaded with the

Anambra communities lament bad roads

ESIDENTS of Oba, in the Idemili South Local
Government Area; Awada, Idemili North

A; and Ol;goko, Ogbaru LGA, of Anambra

State, have lamented the deplorable condition of the

\ __Onitsha-Owerri Expressway and adjoining streets.

They said the situation had made residents
rone to danger as many streets were overtaken by
oodwater.

The peogie also said hoodlums extorted residents
on the roads daily.

Our correspondent, who visited the area on
Saturday, observed that the roads, especially the
ever-busy expressway, were filled with water,
while motorists and passersby struggled to avoid
potholes.

This reporter also noted that the roadblocks

mounted by some naval ratings on both lanes of
the expressway at Enamel Junction, where they
extorted money from commercial drivers, worsened
the pain of road users.

A tesident of Oba, Chika Udeh, lamented that
the Amanator section of the road was covered with
refuse and floodwater.

Udeh said, “We trek every day as we walk on the
edge of drainage in order to avoid floods. Most bus
operators have refused to go beyond the Amanator
Junction. When they get to that place, they forcefully
drop off their passengers and make a U-turn.

“Both the federal and the state governments
have not looked at the area, including the local
government. We are always at the mercy of

oodlums at night.”

A food vendor, who identified herself as Mama
Joy, said commercial drivers and tricycle riders

charged as much as N300 for a journey that was

sup to be N50 or N100 because of the bad
condition of the roads.

A commercial bus , Ifeanyi Nonso said
plying the roads was high ri g

risk

He explained that fares were increased
because of the huge sums drivers spent on vehicle
maintenance and at naval checkpoints. )

The Chairman, Awada Central Community
Development Association, Chief Gabriel Nkas,
i O e e
robberies on the rtions of the expressway.
HAn _oﬂici‘;arl]1 of the Fggeml Ministry c%f Works and

ousing, who spoke on condition of ano! )
said contracts to rehabilitate most of the bam
had been awarded but there was no fund to finance
them because of the Second Niger Bridge, which

was just opened.



