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How we lost our

GODFREY GEORGE tells the stories of
casualties of the just-concluded general

elections
ﬁ' 0 West, Rivers Stife, ChierCliiosom LTennard,

Lennard's life was it short by gunmen, who abducted and killed him in cold
bload on March 18, 2023, the day Nigeria held ils governorship und House of
Assembly cections, T

Lennard was counting down 10 his next birthday on April 23 when he was killed.

1is PhD defence at the Rivers State University, Port Tlarcount, according to one
of his close nssociates, Mr Frankic Code, was scheduled for 'ﬂ:lml;r, March 23.

e win grucsomely murdered for mmw hoodlums who stormed his_—
polling unit to disrupt the poll by snatching the batlot boxes,

““Tin wife just giave birth. The child {s only 21 days okl. She is mill in shock at how
a man she saw that moming was brought back, wrapped in bloodied wrappers for
simply going ot exercise his Aght to vote.

“Hie is the only child of his parents. Hismother died in 2019, This is a devastating
traggely, nea just for his I'runif;r‘,, Dut also for w s a peaple who see him as the proof
his father ever lived,” n community leadder, who rimply identified hirmself us Ch nda,
told our correrspondent.

Eyewitneasen, who spoks: 10 Saturdeny

e i has stopped to shine on the household of a chartered surveyor and
former Carclaker Chafrman of the ruling All Progressives Congress in Ward
C

PUNCH, alleged that the gunmen were
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( 2 I the prvsidential pofl Vi gersimes were kifled jn Uimind Comemnitg, We

nes
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Fanolwa LOA, Rivers fate.

T s Jearm it @ prlfvmnf wnnian, Jurth Crah, and a member of a il -
fi

vighanee: group, rnofuis Vigllant Servicr, Mark Grdui, wae the vidine.

T e veere also Tt in e incident at Uiarnam, Fanohis LOA, ceeug
pretaple to fler the area for wafey.

‘Ihe President of Ubimin Youth Cosinedl, Mr Teechuless Wordu o6
development.

rgr ihe

(," jinluxl:l in the midst

10 is #ill fike a drcam fur e Gamily of a seounty puard, Mr Alone
wihty vas killed by suspected political thuigs duriti 1he govemorship acd is

agsembly polls in Ligee
e 2q-year-ok ﬁﬁu of three unti) Ins death worked i 3 securty puagd o the
et L e

i the incident that leed to his death, his younger brother, Yosd, 5, -
interview vt Saturday PUNCH, said his brother was on his regubar sec g4
on the estate when his life was ant short. —

Hee said, “My brother was just going around the estate to see what
on when he noticed some suspicious movement inside one of the uncoystea
buildings on the eate.

“He approached the plaoe and saw some men with INEC matenz!
printing o the ballot papers. Before he ormild run away, he was caught |
who stabbed him multiple times and fled.”

Amad's wife said she fainted and broke her phone when she leart
hushand's death.

She said, "I am speaking 10 you with a neighbour’s phone. My husbxan
three children together. We were supposed to start the Ramadan fast on T
I still cannot believe it. He didn't even go out to vote. He was just dong his vwori 22
a security guard.

“Who will save me? Who will help me? Who will take care of these chidrer
was our all in all 1t was from the salary of his job that we ate, paid rent ar:
children’s sehool fees. T am finished.”

Yusuf said Ahmed was buned according to Lskamic rites on Thirsday,

A colleague of Ahmed, who did not want to be named for security reasons, said
the victim bled to death.

“Ilcarnt he was rushed to a hospital but he couldn't make it. He bled to death.
“They (hoodlums) stabbed bim multiple times and ran away” he sud.

‘e Commissioner of Police in clwnic of election duties in Rivers State, Mr. - . Killed by shock
ol <7 A 68-year-0ld man, Simon Maduekwe, was also a victim of elextion violency in

Echeny Beheng, was said to have ordered an investigation into the killing,

‘The state Police Public Relations Officer, SP Grace Iringe-Koko, in a statement,
said Feheng had vowed 10 bring the perpetrators 1o book.

“Front information gathered, the campaign DG was shot by yet-to-be-identified
gunmen in the alternoon of Saturday, March 18, 2023,

“The Commissfoncr of Police commi with the family of the bereaved and
has promised o bring perpetrators of such heinous crime to justice,” she added.

Reacting to lJ.‘nmIrJ: I:uh. the governorship candidate of the APC in the state,
“Tonye Patrick-Cole, vowed to bring the killers to book.

In  video shared by the leader of Ahoada West LGA and APC Rivers

Lagos.
kﬂ uduncke, who was hypertensi,
Lagos

was suid to have died from shock, when
) n Fatomu

ther violent actions at one of the polling units in the area.
Saturday PUNCH gathered gl voting was ongoing when the thugs started
than their preferred candidate.

West Senatorial District, Asita Honourable, when he visited the family of the
deceased on Monday, an elderly man, believed to be one of the relatives of Lennard,
was seen wailing and lamenting the loss.

“Who will take care of us now? We have no breadwinner. He was our
breadwinner,” the nged man cried,

Asthough foresceing his death, Lennard had written on his Facebook pageon his
Dirthday in 2020, "[...] And in the end, it's not the years into your life that counts. Tt
isthe ll?é inyour year.”

_Killed on birthday eve
ol dead.

It was the eve of hia bithday. .
Tiyowitneases, who elnimod to have witnessed the allack, said some gun-wiclding

warning voters not to vote anyone other t]

Maduckwe's son, Chuka, said his father was at when one of the political
thugs, while subjecting some of the voters to different forms of intimidabon and

T ion, spotted a resident capturing the his mobile .

The thug, thereafter, raised the alam, which attracted the attention. of his
accomplices.

Chuka said they gave the resident, who firmly held on to his phone, a hot chase.

Ina desperate attempt to escape, the aggrieved son said the resident ran into his
father’s house, adding that the thugs ran after him.

Chukn expliined that his father, who was not aware of what had
outside his home, upon sighting the thugs on his premises, thought they were

thei candidate.

= g el Ao Al v i " !unltnc:;lhim for voti i ir preferred
L2 )An ud hog election offictal, Anunodim Alol, who served in W 0 AW, "My dad w ing at the door and as the guy and the thugs i
‘d'mm[, Abua-Ocdunl LGA, Rivern State, waa lled on ilic same day Lennard ws_ " he mﬂnw il IO,

“Wotried to revive him but couldn, so, we rushed him to the Somalu General
Hospital and a nurse confirmed to us that he was dead. My dad had high blood
pressure and had not been doing business for over a year as we had heen doing

dreaed fn police uniform, " thugy stormed the m]!!ln;; unil to snateh n ballot box bul were resisted by-some— everything to koep him alive butbe died because of that incident.
: Tuappe ile voting, wis ongping ot the Upetn G j youths, inchiding Akol, o "My niim isfust iying e fally und $whathay ulcxh‘ \1\’0:1‘1\\: Sipated
I’ri?r:;glfr ‘ic-ll‘:):ljllm xnzru:]l’ml'}::gv;l::ﬁx'l\vm, miu‘m In Aﬁ%u 1% An (.:y(mltucsm, who gave his nome only 0s Ponwed, said Akoi was ‘argeted and "lﬂ“f\l’ﬂ‘p\w take him away from ns,” he added

e A, shot by the hoodhums’ ‘
. "It ?’wul Jike: they were sent, Ako is based in Abuja but he was o strong man in Election violence in N

I (Lennard) asked the policemen, who came in with a van o tell him why they
winaldd want to take the leffm hoses and electioncering materials away, They told
hirn to sand aicde or gt shet.

“He went in to ml{ ather APC ngents who came out o eonfront the policeinen
iy whrvr them thelr identity cards. Before we knew what was lmm'x-uln right
Iwefoare: our eyes, they draggpd him along with them, after they shit the other two
complainants dead on the spot,

“Commminion s i o Infore v knew wlial v lmlun'niﬂxy the wo-called
goliceemmen use) nhon Lennard rultiple timen, He Dled till he dled, .

“AN v ttemnpls to reseaiate him filed as he Dad Jost much blood,” an
eyevitinss, Mr Chude Muoka, raid. ) "

Asther restdent, Pere Omonl, who claimed 1o have wilnesa] the altick, saie
Leenaared feairgght b sty nlivee, , )

W weeree thee onwes vl carvied e pet i on ielish and vacre pouring, warler lil;
Nlrm, ipplying piressnre on B apsen hullet woundy bt o wits 10 Wity Wi eolile
pise Jn’mul all P el viere all over and be had bled lJmeJ'“’IY‘ )

“Hlies pragotts vares Mispiing, aned e kowew e v ot going 1o sl i1, bul wl:ril
v r{u'! Whete ves sthing, we conld have dene, Theey whiot “lll! i (Lennord)
soalfipe i st benasssas e vaanted b el his ights,” Omont e,

£ ooty leader, whi did ot vail Diss_gassrne: i priet
atve ke enanfinoed it v oty vmn-|_-,)|rnbyjjw’ﬂdw'W!Ermnl-.n. b

ey shud dvr etlun AP chifeflabin in the nren. Young men in |||¢;||; p‘nuwu
gige shih chood frvide flie Qly ol Sl v of someons el

Muuuﬂﬁuwwhw“
stV e s Conotinitiily -alill iy ik

e pugparee el
Whens itrtid, Lrnasdl s lfe confintsed fer hoedaneds s

¥ It ‘
'l[ 'hi _JJ,,,””,,,,, huey Jilleel vary Diuedaaneh” ehe virnply sk el solibed oll

e gl 1B e s et teanl

, )
Tt bt dhsclinedd 16

Lt

fur fear of being_, 1

the 13, Miey clearly came to take him out, becanse the knw that ns long ns he
wawn there, he mulr(nnl Jot them rig the process being a bona fide son of the land,
Diendded.

Mr Waribo Karibo, o cowsin to Akol, said his
Teart still bled from the pain of losing his young
cosln,

e saikd, “My coualn, Aramiodun Akoi's life
wiws el short Dy ngents of political leaders of
e anajor political partien In Abua/ Oclual LGA
whiles performing INIC od Toe dutles w w
welstunt presiding officer.”

Avcording 1o Karibo, Akaf worked with one

INCIDENTS AND FATALITY
COUNTS ACROSS o
THE COUNTRY

The Armed Conflict Location_and-Bvent Data Project, a non-governmental
ongnisation which spooiatisiT in disygregated confbiet data collection, analysis,
and crisis mapping, in a recent report, warned

m against violenor during the 2023 elections.

“fhe clectorl  campaign has  further
/‘;,Iqriml the political and media environment,
P with numerous allegations against partisan
: oullets wil political candidates refusing to

attend media engagements,
“Some candidates are acoused of inciting hate

spevch and stoking inter-communal tensions,
i al the risk of escalating violenee in a country

of the federnl agencies i Abnjn and was ! iy i with a long history of electoral violence since
arcent member of the Abuja chapter of the Jaw e y its independence in 1960,” it stated in s recent
Nastlonl Congresa. 7 kst f o meport. )

“During miy visit lo Abujn carly this year, we Vi S Violent acts carried out by suppoiters of
zllm'luu-{{hin rtiage wd the need 1o settle { political partics have spiked each clection year
down hut win r.\ujnrfml 1o heat that Je 5 o 9 Mnlg,‘-:igg«)_ . " : i

) uring previous election cyeles, partisan

"-"Jﬁl,, paln inflicted on the famnily will not be L7 . violenee escalated along ethnic and seclorinn
i vitln a thee familles of e m{llicimm and lklillj"ﬁ' resulting in multiple rowrls of wevenge

s unbom generutions will reap the mame, ! : ; i g, )

H:L ,{[,,:I,I:I 2 I[.'-. i | > I ACLED noted, "The nagnitude of electonl
sl PUNCH pthered  that owes I I | 3 i nrest was reconded ot its highest in 2011 when
11 people wire e thejustemielidad. b 1 i i clnshies between supporters of the then-mling
| " s loni o v Source:Sh Mi;'mm hltclliymwé PDP and the Congress for Progressive Change

clations Jn Bivern State alonc,

= which later menged into the APC — cliimad

a
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he hoodlums were said to be after a youth who used a mobile phone to record
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«Madueke (La*gns)‘

*Lucy-Ogodo (Ebonyi)!

an estimated 800 lives following the election of President Goodluck Jonathan4
Likewise, hundreds were reported to have died during the following elections in
20152nd 2019.” .
Inthe 12 months preceding the 2023 elections, ACLED recorded over 200 violent
events involving party members and rters of politicians, resulting in nearly

5 PP

Vo line with th to the previous two election

“These numbers are in line with the run-ups to the p:
years, with over 150 MEIGE ggdmorellmn 100 reported fatalities between 2018 and
2019, and an estimated 115 events and over go fatalities between 2014 and 2015.

“The South-East (46 events) and the South-West (45) registered the highest
number of violent events involving, party suppotters before the 2023 elections,
followed by the South-South (38) and North Central (32) areas. Nearly one in 10
events took place in the battleground state of Osun, where both the PDP and APC
have traded allegations over inciting violence against their rivals.

*Half ofthe violence involving party supporters in the 12 months before the 2023
dlection involves direct, organised attacks against civilians, followed by mob violence
and abductions,” the report stated. )

Unarmed civilians were the target of violence in around 80 per cent of the events
recorded by ACLED, accounting for approximately 75 of the nearly 100 reported
fatalties arising from events between February 2022 and February 2023.

Viclence Invelving Polltical Parties In Nigeria
1 Jarmary 2014 - 21 Jonuary 2023

28 Uarch 2818
1R arer Gne

. Other cases )
@/ Aparty agent with the Labour Party in the Trade__y, '®
ose lalled

March 25, 2023

]

i G

violence

Another report by a geopolitical research
firm, SB Morgen, revealed that 27 Nigenans
were killed in 57 politically-mativated violent
incidents between January and December
2022.

The report, titled, ‘Insecurity and the 2023
Elections,” added that elections in Nigenia
were a hotly-contested affair, with vested
interests from the politicking to the aspirants.

‘109 deaths in three months linked
to 2023 elections’

A total of 109 election-related deaths were
recorded across Nigeria in the build-up to

TREY

— Familie

They took everything [ had on me, lapped me and told me they would cume for
me later.”

In PU 004, Sinclair Clese, Ajanghed, a v
said he was harassed and beaten multiple ime:
he refused to do the bidding of hoodlums. )

He said, “They hit me multiple times, made away with my phor
the car pod T just bought. Now, they've transferred &l the money
my phone number.”

Further attempts to get more durﬁadj(l; about g;; inddent were unsuccessful s the
source Stoj nding to Saturday PUNCH's messzge :

Honmrpr{)vc-didmm lo‘:Samrduy PUNCH showed 2 young man soaked in blood
and saying some inaudible words in Yorube. ) 1

Violence and intimidation also marred the électoral process in Desa Polling Unit,
Pk L e

who sent the video evidence to our o

vho did net want his name in prnt,
s iy suspented pofinea] thugs becaise

ATM, PVCand
in my acount to

the 2023 general ol a pro-democracy
think-thank, Centre for Democracy and
Development, said.

The organisation noted that its tracker
recorded the deaths between January 1 and
March 10,2023

“Osun, Imo and Ebonyi have also seen a
number of incidents in the past three months
that could disrupt state house of assembly
polls taking place in the state.

“In total, 109 deaths linked to political
violence have been recorded from the start
of the year to March 10, 2023, according to
the tracker,” it stated in a statement by its
director, Idayat Hassan.

27 killed in governorship poll -

"Assembly electionis

SBMorgen Intelligence stated.———
“The organisation, in its report titled,
‘NigeriaDecides2023: State of Violence),
released on Monday, listed states where
people were killed to include Rivers, Delta,
Benue, Akwa Thom, Ebonyi, Niger, Kebbi,
Katsina, Cross River, and Lagos.

According to the report, the South-South
region led in the number of causalities with
24 cases of violence. The North-Central
recorded seven deaths in eight cases of
violence.

In the South-West, 30 cases of viclence
were recorded, which resulted in three
deaths, while in the North-West, 11 cases of
violence resulted in two deaths.

The South-East had 12 cases of violence,
which resulted in one death, while in the
North-East, five cases of violence were
recorded with no death. .

In all, 10 states were spotlighted for the

extreme violence that led to the death of many Nigerians.

‘The organisation also said the casualties might be more, as it was still monitoring
unfolding developments.

“The March 18 gavernorship and House of Assembly elections, held after the
presidential and National Assembly elections, were ¢l ised by poor turnout;
but many had hoped that the 2023 elections would be better, given the initial
widespread enthusiasm,” the report read in part.

“Our research shows that logistics issues and violence resurfaced and Nigeria's
elections risk normalising ethnic-based voter suppression.

“Thugs hijacked and burnt election materials in Ogbia, Bayelsa, making the
Independent National Electoral Commission officials flee to Yenagoa for safety.
‘Iceland’ members were accused of threatening non-PDP voters in Rivers, while
some thugs forcefully demanded access 1o election materialsin Akwa-Tbon.

“The most striking examples of violence are from Lagos and
other states where a long-standing ruling party
wants to stay in power forcefully,” the report
added.

e
He was the party’s polling unit agent in the area—
@Eﬂﬁ?@ﬁ shot by thugs onSaturday and
lefLtobleed to death.— e
His brother, who did not want to be named,
confirmed the incident and said his brother's remains
had been taken to his home state for burial.
In the Tkorodu area of the state, some political thuy
beat up party agents at the 013 Thomas Polling Unit by
Association Avenue, Owede/Ajegunle, off Trorodu Road.

One of the victims, who also claimed to be an LP party
agent, Princess Ann-Ezch, in an interview with Satirday
PUNCH, said someone else signed the result sheet with the
pseudonym, Tessy', adding that it was not her name.

She also alleged that she was beaten and pushed away from polling

unit.

An electoral officer in the Ejigho PU 041, Dablin Jessica, lamented how she was
forced to mutilate election resulls to favour a particular party.

She said, “The thugs got angry when I did not do their bidding even after offering
memoney. I bushed on my way h d my phone hed to pieces.

the

Tt
( ' 5 No fewer than 27 people were killed duri
the March 18 governorship and House of
e e T

iniry, . candi

that some aﬁc]c:m'dding thugs chased away voters who refused to vote for their
preferred candidates.

Stabbed for voting

A yet-to-be-identified man in Sangotedo was said to have been stzbbed by

political thugs for voting for a candidate the thugs did not approve.

In a video making the round on sociz] media, the victim, who wes scaked in
blood, narrated how the thugs stabbed him multiple times.

An eyewitness, who spoke to our ndent on Twitter and wanted to be
anonymous, said the inadent happened at Ward 6, Eti Osa, Sangotedo.

“Soldiers rescued him. It wes not just the one you saw in the video. There were
two of them who were stabbed by these thugs.

“Two of them were taken to Safeway Hospitzl We didn't vote in our poling
units. Even the police were helpless. They couldn’t do much to help us,” the source
lamented.

In Ebonyi State, a resident, Uzodimma Lucy-Ogodo, told our correspondent she
was stabbed in the left eye for voting against the will of some political thugs.

“Iwent to my polling unit to perform my civic duty. The thugs followed me to my
polling booth, insisting I vote their will. Of course, I refused and voted my preferred

idate.

“After much struggle to tear my ballot paper, in front of the security men and
INEC officials, they began to beat me up. tore my clothes and pushed me out.

“Tam lucky tobe alive. They even threatened to kil me if they see me anywhere in
town. I won't let anyone bully me into supporting evil,” she added.

Civil societies lament bloodbath

A human rights lawyer, Mr Festus Ogur, szid Nigeria had a long history of
electoral viclence.

He noted that the impunity continued because there were no consequences for
perpetrators of mayhem and violencs.

“Those who profit from the violence during elections are the same people we
continue to recycle in power over the years.

“Because violence works for them, they have continuad to weapanise it to steal
the true mandates of our people,” he added.

The legal practitioner added that with the new Electoral Act (2022) the era (of
political violence) was gone.

He said, “Cases in which politicians deliberately unleash violence on their
]oppone_nts' stronghold, leading to the total cancellation of votes in those aneas, are

ong over.

“Section 24 of the Electoral Act (2022) has now made it dear that deliberately
unleashing violence in the stronghold of one's opponents in such a way and manner
that voters would be disenfranchised does not automatically mean that the votes in
thase places where the violence occurred will amount to nothing,

“The new position of the law is that voting in those areas will be suspended. INEC
has a duty under Section 24, Sub-section three to fix another date for the conduct of
elections in thase areas.”

The Chairman of the Centre for Anti-Corruption and Open Leadership, Debo
Adeniran, noted that Nigerians were generally too emotional about election
outoomes.

“That is the extent to which they have been indoctrinated by politicians about
the ethnic and social attachments to whoever is contesting and is supposed to win.

“Ondinarily, citizens of different communities will want to defend whoever they
consider their gemuine representative.

“In certain societies, their political leaders are
worshipped  This is because they have been
impoverished by these politicians so they know that
without these politicians their sustenance would be
gone,” he siid.

According to him, politicians make elections a
do-ordie affair bocause it is their means to amass

d.s wealth
! “They (politicians) know that they can only
74 sustain the lavish lifestyle they have adopted for

y themsebves over the years as long as they remain
inpolitics,” he added.

Also commenting, the Executive Director,
Civil Society Legislative Advocacy  Centre,
Auwal Musa Rafsanjani, said the law was too

weak in dealing with electoral offences.
Rafsanjani, who is also the head of the
' Transition Monitoring Group, said, “That is
why CISLAC and TMG have been pushing
for the establishment of the Electoral
Offences Commission because INEC's hands are tied,
They cannot be conducting elections and, at the same (ime, taking up
electoral offences.”

For him, politicians cannot prosecute electoral offenders because they are
the ones behind the thugs. yare gy

“How then will they prosecute those that are arrested? The arrests that the
B}’H‘”‘“ﬂ"ﬂ,‘- mm“?»hdyme potice, is ?]01"5 }tll?\'l! limitations. If the attorney gener
of the state is not ready to prosecute them, the cases will die, That is v ]
been dealt with for elctoral violence,”he added. Rl



