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Bombmg Civilians, soldiers deaths high, , Zamfara

laments

OVERNOR
walle of Zamfara
State has confirmed that
scores of residents and soldiers
were Killed during an operation by
the Nigerian Air Force in the state.
Mattawalle condoled with the
families of the victims.
PUNCH Metro had
that no fewer 68 residents,
lost their lives at i village
in the Maru
Area of Zamfara State after the
o e

uts of bandits in

e
“The bandits were also said to
have ambushed soldiers who
wanted to provide ground support
for the Air Foree, killing 10 of them.
The state governor, in a

-‘ir"'l'

« A victim of the

mfara attack
broadcast to the people of the state £_Sunday, December 18, 2022, our
on Tuesday, expressed sadness  security forces carried out a well-
over the death of the locals. coordinated aerial and ground
He said, “As you are aware, on

-

onslaught on the enclaves of the

o Kaduna attack death to]l hits 38

recalcitrant bandits “who were
planning to invade Muntunji,
Malele, and other swrounding
villages.

“Several bandits have been
neutralised, their settlements
destroyed, and a large cache of
their weaponry recovered.

“It was a complex and daring
operation by our brave security
forces which has immensely
contrbuted to making the
communities around Dansadau
axis safer.

“This is a momentous
occasion, and I want to take this
opportunity to thank the brave
men and women of the Nigerian
Army and Air Force who have
risked their lives to protect our
communities.

“I am aware that in the course
of the onslaught against these

us elements, scores
lives have been lost from the

allow Vuu to kpén anv kobao fmt’rlM '*

sides of the friendly communities

and the security forces. Such

casualties are common in

complex operations like the one
nducted in the area.”

confirmed the development to
PUNCH Metro on Tuesday.

One of our correspondents
had reported that no fewer than
29 people were killed in the two
communities  during  separate
attacks o Sunday

The ent had, ina

An online platform, ~ PR statement, said investigation was

Nigeria, while quoting a source
on Tuesday, cdaimed that the
bodies of 213 bandits and their
collaborators were recovered after
the bombardment.

Meanwhile, the people of

Mutunji village "have fled their
l'fo‘usELfaﬂng a report that
bandits are planning to attack the
villag

e.
An indigene, Muhammad Sani,
told PUNCH Metro on the phone
that the bandits were regrouping
to launch a reprisal off #
killings of their oollwgu&s.

ongoing into thekilhngs
But Atuk, who

toll had climbed

the situation asbaﬂ:anc.
He explained that 10 corpses

wele discovered in Sokwong,

while 20 motorr.yc]&s and 62

hotises were razed.”

“According to him, in Malagum
One, 28 dead bodies were
recovered while 102 houses were
burnt.

Atuk lamented that residents
had fled their houses to seek refuge
inn

eighbouring villages.
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the death
lescribed

DD D) M O e

()



