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died while his parent and a
good Samaritzn attempted to
take Fim from the hospital to 2
private dinic, which was some
kilometres away.

“An eyewitness, Ekundayo
Ayorinde, szid no doctor or
nurse was on duty when the

available in the morning.
He said, “When we got to the

hospital, the entrance of the
building was dark. I had to use
my phone torchlight to brighten
our path. There was no nurse or
doctor in the hospital I and the
father of the boy were shouting
for nurses, but there was no one
to attend to us.

“After some minutes, a
worker called a doctor, who said
he was on casual leave and he

was not around.

“On Sunday, I spoke to a
woman who told me that if I
wanted to meet a doctor in the
hospital, I must go there in the
morning because their doctors
are never available in the
afternoon or night.”

The child’s father, Olawale
Akintan, lamented that despite
calling for help at the emergency
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unit of the hospital for minutés,
no one attended to the boy.

In tears, he noted that the
deceased was his only child and
he did not know how to bear the
loss.

He said, “On Saturday;:!
rushed my baby, Dominiod
Akintan, to that general hospita
by gpm. On getting there, [ wiS
told to go to the emergenty

ward. I rushed to that place and
kept shouting for help for over
15 minutes, but no one came out
to attend to me.

“Unfortunately, I lost my boy

on the way to a nearby private
| hospital. My boy was in need of
lb]bod. He gave up before any
! attention could be given to him.
| “I lost my only child, and it
| was painful. I am not in a good
| condition right now. My wife is
|‘ depressed. I don’t know how my
family will get out of this pain.
I cannot explain why a state
-hospital will not have medical
personnel to attend to patients.
The government needs to bring
professionals to that hospital;
! they should hire trained doctors
and pay them so they can be
willing to work there.”

When contacted, the Ondo
| State Commissioner for Health,
| Banji Ajaka, said the chief medical
| director of the hospital confirmed
| the incident.

The health commissioner,
! however, blamed the parents of
| the child for not seeking medical

attention on time,

He said, “The CMD attested
to the presence of the family of
the deceased at the hospital on
referral from a private hospi
He also confirmed that a worker,
put a call across to the docto
after calling another doctor who
was on leave.

“According to the CMD, the
family was asked to buy a card
when the worker confirmed that
the doctor was in the call room.
But before the doctor would
avail himself to the place, the
family had left with their child,
possibly to ancther hospital
for immediate attention and
unfortunately, the child died on
the way to the other hospital.

“I blame the parents who
did not seek medical attention
on time. And in such a hurry,
some protocols needed to be
observed 1 also blame the
medical personnel who are
supposed to be apt with their
jobs especially in emergency
situations. We are not short of
medical doctors; currently, we
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have over 12 medical staff and
specialists in various units in that
same hospital.”

Ajaka said the chief medical

director had been asked to reach
out to the bereaved parents,
adding that the state government
would look into the incident.

oodlums burn Ebonyi council,
chairman laments losses

Edward Nnachi, Abakaliki

USPECTED  hoodlums

on Monday attacked and

set ablaze a section of the
Ezza North Local Government
Area headquarters, destraying
valuable items and documents
worth millions of Naira.

The Chairman of the council,
Ogodo-Ali Nomeh, confirmed
the incident, on Monday.

According to him, the
arsonists, numbering over 20,
stormed the area around 1am
and set the store of the local
government on fire.

He said the arsonists were,
however, resisted hy the palice,
who succeeded in inflicting
bullet wounds on some of them
before they escaped.

“The fire destroyed new air
condjtioners bought for the
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renovation of the council, some
documents, a generator and
some furniture,” he added.

Nomeh said the community
vigilantes and  security
agencies were on the trail of
the suspects.

He expressed confidence that
they would soon be arrested to
answer for the crime.
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