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Redeemers school’s response to my son’s death wicked,
isensitive - Eze, mother of drowned nursery school pupil

leiru' Eze, the gricving mother
of Chidera, a five-year-old pupil
of the_Redeemers Nursery and

Primary _ School, Ogba, who

“drowned during a swimming
lesson__at_the lvory Health

Club in Ikeja, Lagos State,

‘speaks with DEJI LAMBO on

the heartbreaking reality her
Sfamily has faced in their quest
JSor justice for their late son
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' has life been treating you a month
vour son's awful death?

Life has changed dramatically, and it has made me
reahse that the five years | spent with my son were
the happiest years of our lives. It does not feel real,
bunt it 1s real nonetheless. | have been struggling but 1
just feel I need to stay alive because 1 still exist. Inmy
head. there are far too many unanswered questions.
Chidera was my first son.

How did you find the first week after your
son’s death? Walk us through what the
experience feels like.

1 didn't even stzy in the room with my husband
Anthony and second kid Chidubem for the first
week | just wanted to be by myself because when
I'm by myself, I just cry. I had to be getting drugs
from my cousin since | didn't feel like myself. I only
stzrted hearing the things 1 did at this point. I've been
aceused of picking up dothing 2nd washing the wall
21 by myself on ooczsion, and snapping at anything
that moves. When | was reassuring my family and
friends that | was fine, one of them remarked that I
was in denial | thus took medicines to help me fall
ushern, |t was traumatic and difficult even til) this
very moment.

how was the experience?

Aher rmpleting my NYSC, | underwent a fibroid
ez, zndd in Nigeria, many believe that having
2 fBmead wesmment makes 1t nearly impossible for
Gwn w0 hve cilldren, The operation ook place
irrg bedore | e ey husband. | met mry husband
zrsd wee g mzrmied. Chidera entered without our
Yrspatetigr, and som afer we gave birth 1o him, it
stk tre alerern o yezr W realioe [ was expecting my
werrmd ki, Theredume, God simply sad, “You are
iy chidd, and | will shew you kindness,” by giving,
e vy twn bads,

S0 the plan has ulwirys been to Tuve only two
7

No, Siner July ztrens, vien | augpedd using the
family plarining methrd vae had been using, we hirve
been trying to comoeve atvbiet child. Hownever,
sinee vee already harvie tv children, v were only
trying in the hopes that Goed winild grint s saccess
Personally, [ wanted more ldds; I'm fine véith fonir o
five.

Which do you believe is to blame for your
m‘.dum’:?w.dumloru:edubvdmlu
drowned?

Both are. 1 transferred the liability of my children
10 the head of the school, Mrs Adeols Oladipo, when
1 dropped them off at school but the lability was
transferred back onoe I picked them back. [ opposed
the introduction of the extra-curricular activity but
the head explained that they (Ivory Health Club)
h.adadﬁldmandaduhpodandﬂmmznqﬂdbe

i children pool which 1 eonfirm J

using the
Now, the health club admitted children without
ensuring that the safety measures were intact.
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They shared the blame equally but the buck goes to
the school. I didn't rely on them alone to put safety
measures in place. | went 1o the market and bought
safety kits that the school recuested. 1f 1 could do tha
much, the Ivory Health Qb and the school should
have ensured that my child wore the kits,

How would you characterise the school's
response to the incident and current events?

‘The school's reaction 1o the incident was wicked,
beeause as 1 spenk to you, no one from the school
has told me ﬂtm happened 1o my son. We had an
agreement that the school did not folliw, and no one
wonld tell me that if you tarm awny from your child
fur 10 minutes, you will not notice that the child is
missing, Jet alone 30 minutes under water, This is
wroms neglgence on the part of the school and the
{nedlity s mamagganent,

“Thiey luven't vidied iy house s a school yet, pvd
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his father or our family members. 1 got to know when
they put it up on their school platform.

What other action did the school exhibited
that didnt appeal to your sensibilities while
grieving?

Redeomens Nursery and Primary School reopenad
two Mondays after my son died and started guoding
themsehves with policemen. 1 you went to the schoal
when they resumid, ywou woukd soe policemen and
their vehicdes evenywhere. They know what they
did and 1 am pleading with the whole workd to help
Dbeg the schoal and wry Health Club to tell me
what happened to my =on. The schoal s all abount
protecting themsehws, protection that they couking
Ve Iy son.

What Is your take on the action of the
nmm:nrm of the facility where your son

v hurvent recedvid] any formal comespondence. 1
they're tons Besshtinst des v, ey oy even widlo 1o
1 et 1 Jenncow whust Bunprywensend. Al the acimintstration
ever proabuecd wa (o g ol with s, It s of
now, they hinven't, The first week aftes iy i ted, the
Reddeerned (hurch visited o honse, bt we werent
there. The following day, they sliwed o diessed s
random parents and church o but the schools
administration hay not paid any official vist.

Has your son been burled?

Yes, we have buried hir, We didn't want noise over
his buria). Surprisingly, after getting the infonmation
that we've buried him, the Redeemers Nursery and
went ahead

t telling me,

The health clubyis at fadt, they sent npivcntatives
e e week iy sy dieed Bt the entire fanidy was
1ot yewdly 1o listen to anboc: The church peessted
aned they were allowerd i as they sad they wantad to
prany with w1 diove to the dub to get infamatsn

il the sty man Jocked me out 1 sad my son
was here 1o swim earlier. 1 wanted o make an
Ingquiry el ho called a lady.

1 asked to know what happened but the lady
sail she doesn’t work by the pool and that they
are waiting for the management to issue an official
rmpum 1 asked to mwet the management and she

they were at the haspital and 1 left.

When they came to the house, it was annoying that

1 came to the facility first to seek information but was

him, that image has not left my head.

lrked ot The rwnt fircw. ey comw back wih the
sdate chgirman of (AN, Biboy Mediae | wid em |
s gring ) coaTTarie e S Ve v ey buadmrdd.

Give us an ineight min your qued @ grt
justice for Chiders?

The impression == 2 gting ® e W ae
we” Cpx bewy & dead. what A w= et % A |
am dmapprinter o Se way the durh = Tree
t0) demphay e came by dll mezns. A peten wa
writter, ¥, e minityy of poith e desmest.
ersmcres bor eduratyn, amerg Arers e dar
et oy W, pasews] on. They shoasdel d t rEEEDE
el ey b whit 8 takes > i e acherd 300
B chiby

The rigt Sang dudd bawe bem S oy
$rrm of arsay B ciosed dows, ontdl ety T B
wrmcioded, So. G ety o eduston, Se Lag=
Sste Cowrmmest Sx Str Cowrme. o O
Federmer Chamch beader! by Pastor Adebeows. w0
bas et 3 o ad koo how 2 S shonid 0
Lol

Perkape, be (Adebrwe | 2 bup wilr S Seen mid
£t Shey (achiond) 2> banding € bt | 2= wrmg 2
ozt o the whole warld St Sy b bees Saax@iny
o7 case by grang 2onid Sew Daewes S T 2"
water

The Redermed Cratas Cures of God 2 S
saroeted = Der mage K vk cumrmted 2w v
YOI DegEpCE DOk S KT Py, s & e te
Dant be mtereaed = vour s aad S e
iyt = S wholr worid Sat v my ey
dothe i g

We bowe woiite 0 He school of o drder
s Gk o S et £ Sy Anl oo
Srogt. We v msxr beoowe Se wadiedhess:
txwid e tr oo ad Seray st o
andes md act pemg o cosse. You an ay Bar
you are sy ad ok move on By Sat Josewy o
al proonds shoaid be served

You suid vou Ve resammed work, dows that mog
imdicate that vou hanve also meved c2®

1 hebeve Bt the wickedhess of homaets sas ©
N for the prematiee deaet of =y il A of
oz, 1 heve sobbed = my offee dvcmoe styeng o2
home wa helpg = | sored wariing Xr =¥
wel-being. Progle vt o 22 hoeme 1 spuilngse. aot
s so0n as they Janve, [ cvesgiireny oy A [ eoter amd
exit the hospatal, sy g » hokdeg s dan and
assuning e that evenvdang will he ok

When it hugpeond = doadumd and 1 owere
shoepeng with the hedp of dnggs. My codeagues e
me e Noad presere machee % cvecesady
chack e Bload presare o 1 saad b el D2
1 nead to s et R 1 oseme Dokl 10 word ke m
wellhang and foe my svvead o | aee 2 Seld ofoer
o ode et | heve ont duves 2o 2he el docase |
A soneed of ow | ams oy 1 et | am seekng 2
therapest b somse abvad

How has Chideras younger brother been
coping without his heother?
Chaludem hant skt @ the room be shared
with his hate Deother foe about four years. | started
i the same roven with him so he would not
wuety. Qe Sunday ngght, be wolke up and sud we
ahwouhd go o my rocen o seep and | agreed. A sam,
he wole me up to start asking for his brother and
| started] saying that hus brother is in a better place
andd bater said he had travelled. How do we explain
t a fouryvar-old that his brother has died? They
pructically did everything together. He is not coping
well and has not been going to school

Can you share your last moments with
Chidera with us?

A week before he passed on, he was on a stool
washing his younger brother’s plate in the kitchen
and | started using my phone to record a video of




