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Bloodbath in S-East: Many dead, more
missing in Ebonyi, Benue boundary clash

*I counted 7 corpses , Coordinator, Ngbo North DC, Onyekachi *15 dead bodies've
been discovered * We're still searching —Town Union President, Eze Moses Ekpe
*As gunmen invade Enugu bar, kill pregnant woman, vigilante member

By Peter Okutu &
Chinedu Adonu
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Also, the Town Union
President for Ukwagba
Community, Eze Moses Ekpe, in
a telephone chat with Vanguard
explained that 15 corpses had so
far been discovered in the
affected communities of Ngbo.

According to him, the search is
still on to enable the community
1o get the details of the number
of causalities and those displaced.

"We have alerted the

——Comrnissioner of Police and other
government agencies. The CP.

t some policemen there today.
The victims are too many. We are

many were TIIsSing, and ANy oo :
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"It usually happens every year
during rainy season. It is a
normal Jand dispute in the area.
During the incident, many
people scampered for safety.
Those people whose houses
were destroyed will now become
refugees. :

"They don't have anywhere to
go to. They will go to their
brothers, sisters, and in-laws
houses to seek refuge. Benue
people came together to fight
Ngbo people. Itis what I saw on
the ground.”

In  his findings, the
s ator, Ngho North
Coordinato J(Jgrntre, e

Development

persons were killed, while many
are missing. Houses were burnt
and farmlands were destroyed

"We are still discovering dead
bodies and that's why I said we
are still searching. We want
government to help us beef up
security there. The attack came
from Ezza people.”

Confirming the incident, the
Chairman of Ohaukwu Local
Government Area, Clement
Odah condemned the incident
in the strongest terms and
reassured all that no stones will
be left unturned to unravel the
true circumstances that led to
such unwarranted attack and
loss of lives and properties.

emcident.

concern, report of the security
breaches and attack against the
innocent people of Qjiogu and
Okpochiri Ukwagba Ngbo on
Monday the 27th of June, 2022.

"The council has liaised with
appropriate security agents to
immediately move into the
troubled area while working
assiduously with the relevant
stakeholders to ensure a quick
return of peace and normalcy to
Ukwaghba.

"Our heartfelt sympathies go
to all the affected families and
our beloved brothers from the
affected villages and indeed the
entire Ngboejeogu clan.

"The Council re-affirms our
commitment to promote and

propagate peace in every part of
Ohaukwu Local Government
Area and indeed in all
communities. The government
of Ebonyi State under our peace-
loving governor has worked
assiduously to restore peace in
the entire Ebonyi State and all
hands must be ondeck to achieve
the task of a peaceful Ebonyi
State where love and unity reign
supreme.

"Once again, our people are
assured that government will not
Test until total peace is restored
in every part of the Local
Government and Ukwagba
Ngbo community in particular.”

On the attack, the Executive
Chairman of Ado LGA of Benue
State, Mr. James Oche who
described the development as

strange added that "l completely
doubt if our people are involved.

"We are not aware of any crisis
in Ebonyi. In recent times, we
have had relative peace from this
side of the divide. We are fully in
control of our people and there
has not been any reason why
we should fear that our people
have been involved in anything.

"It's strange. This is strange
and I completely doubt if our
people are involved. [ will get in
touch with the security
operatives under my control and
gel in touch with you. I want to
say thal I'm hearing this for the
first ime and I'm not aware that
there's an issue of insecurity
around our borders."

At the lime of this report,
several calls made to the phone
lines of the State Commissioner
of Police, CP Garba Aliyu, and
the Command's Public Relations
Officer, PPRO, Chris Anyanwu
were not responded to.

Gunmen invade
Enugu bar, kill
pregnantwoman,
vigilante member
During the gunmen invasion
in Enugu where a pregnant_

Vanguard learnt that the
gunmen had earlier gone into a
compound inside Akwuke and
demanded to see another young
man but the man was not at
home prompting them to come
for the owner of the drinking
joint, Felix Onyia, the immediate
pasl councilor representing
Akwuke ward at the Enugu
South legistative assembly.

An eyewitness who claimed
anonymity said he saw
everything live.

"l was there and [ saw
everything. | asked the woman
lo prepare fish and [ was drinking,
waiting for the [ish when we
heard "lie down all of you”.

"Nwagod Onyia was sitting on
the other side with Nonso, the
vigilante man that was shot.
When they told us fo lie down, |
quickly moved into one of the
rooms and from there, I jumped
through the window. They did
not shoot me. [t was later I learnt
that they shot NwaGod's wife
and shot Nonso, the vigilante
man. They also shot the gir that
was serving in the bear palour,”
he said.

He said that it was only God
that saved him because he could
have been shot, He pointed out
that others who were at the

wonidn and vigilante member _51ing joint were not hurt

“were killed , the daredevils also
shof a secondary school girl who
is now receiving treatmentinan
Tundisclosed hospital.—

~ Ttwas gathered that the three
heftygunmen on masks stormed

“the Telaxation cenfre around o pooc o ped isan indication

because it seemed that they
purposely came for the former
councilor, Hon. Felix Onyia, alias
NwaGod.

"The way they came straight
to his house and shot his wife

gUUpmonSaudayandomered o they came purposely for

“everybody T lie down.

The owner of the joint who
also lives in the same com%u.nd ;
where he is Tunining fhe drinki - .
: @%@wlwmmd out that something must
tough the back door but his

“preit il Was 2 £ Iy
as the men pursued her into hier
kifchen and shot her dead.

young man, whose name
was given as Nonso, one of the
vigilante members, who was
having a good time at the joint
tried to escape and was also shot
dead.

The pregnant woman's
maidservant who was also
helping out in the joint was shot
in the leg and is now receiving
treatment at a hospital.

him," a resident said.
He said that he wouldn't know
they came for him but

have prompted the visit of the
gunmen that came in a vehicle
for the attack.

The Police Spokesman, Daniel
Ndukwe, when contacted on
phonein the moming demanded
a message to allow him to
address the issue quickly but till
the time of filing this report after
hours of sending a message both
on WhatsApp and SMS, he has
not replied.

"Please send me SMS to allow
me to address it quickly,”
Ndukwe asked.

Terrorism charge: Why Court refused Nnamdi Kanu’s fresh

request for bail

By Ikechukwu
Nnochiri,
Ugochukwu Alaribe,
Chimaobi Nwaiwu
& Steve Oko

BUJA—THE detained

eader of the Indigenous
People of Biafra, IPOB, Nnamdi
Kanu, on Tuesday, failed to
persuade the Federal High
Court sitting in Abuja to release
him on bail, pending the
determination  of  the
treasonable felony charge, the
Federal Government preferred
against him.

The court, in a ruling that was
delivered by trial Justice Binta
Nyako, declined Kanu's fresh
request for bail on the premise
that it lacked merit.

It held that the Defendant
failed to adduce a cogent reason
that could warrant the setting
aside of the order that revoked
his bail.

The ruling came on a day the
court temporarily suspended
further proceedings in the
matter to await the outcome of
an appeal the embattled IPOB
leader lodged to challenge the
competence of the charge FG
slammed against him.

Kanu, who is currently facing

* Adjoumns trial till Nov 14 as case shifts to A-Court
* As hoodlums set fully loaded truck ablaze in Abia

I'want Biafra land to be calm, peaceful —Nnamdi Kanu

aseven-count charge, had in the
fresh bail application he filed
through his team of lawyers led
by Mike Ozekhome, SAN,
equally challenged the
revocation of the bail the court
earlier granted to him.

Specifically, he urged the court
to set aside the order it made on
March 28, 2019, which not only
issued a bench warrant for his
arrest but also gave FG the nod
to try him in absentia.

The IPOB leader told the court
that contrary to FGs allegation
that he jumped bail, he fled for
his life after his hometown at
Afaraukwu Ibeku in Umuahia,
Abia State, was invaded by
soldiers, which he said led to the
death of 28 persons,

Contending that he was
denied a fair hearing before his
bail was revoked, Kanu, attached
eight exhibits that included
photographs, as well as an
affidavit he deposed to from
Isreal after he fled from the
country.

Meanwhile, dismissing the bail
request on Tuesday, Justice
Nyako, said she was not satisfied
with the reason Defendant gave
on why he absconded and failed

to appear in court for the
continuation of his trial.

The trial judge noted that from
records of the court, Kanu, was
represented by his lawyers on
the day his bail was revoked,
likewise his sureties,

"His sureties told the court that
they did not know the
whereabouts of the Defendant
and even applied lo be
discharged from the matter.

"Therefore, the Defendant was
not denied fair hearing”, the
Judge held.

More so, Justice Nyako
stressed that though a court
could vacate a previous order
when confronted with a cogent
and verifiable reason, she
maintained that such reason was
not adduced in the instant case.

"The present application
amounts to an abuse of court
process for attempling to
relitigate an issue already
decided by the court.

"Ifthe Defendant is dissatisfied,
he has the Appeal Court to go
to

"This application is accordingly
dismissed", Justice Nyako added,
Ttwill be recalled that the court
had also on March 18, declined

to release the embattled IPOB
leader on bail.

The court maintained that
Kanu must explain the reason
why he breached the previous
bail that was given to him before
he could enjoy another
favourable discretion from it

"Until the issue of the absence
of the defendant for his trial, with
all the bail conditions breached,
is determined, the instant
application of the defendant for
bail will at best be premature and
it is refused.

"However, the defendant is at
liberty to re-file the application”,
the judge held.

Meantime, shortly after the
ruling was delivered, the court,
suspended further hearings on
the case till November 14.

Kanu's lawyer, Ozekhome,
SAN, had notified the court that
his client had on April 29,
approached the Court of Appeal
in Abuja to quash the entire
charge against him.

Ozekhome, SAN, told the
court that Kanu equally filed a
motion on May 19 to stay further
proceedings in his trial, pending
the oulcome of his appeal.

Conlinues on page 32



