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() Soldier, six otherskilled in
Edo communal clash

Adeyinka Adedipe, Benin  reprisal.
The brigade’s spo

rson, |
.HE,W..._W___:e,‘m-_n_‘O_‘bayantor Capt. Yemi Sokoya, stk% that |
community in the Ikpoba-——the brigade got a report from the |

| Okha Local Government Department of State Services |

~ Area of Edo State has.been . that some hoodlums were |
~_ thrown into panic after seven  disturbing the community and |
_ persons allegedly died in a clash stockpiling weapons.

_between _rival youth groups  Hesaid, “We found out that it

~ contesting for leadership. = was true, because as soon as we
" PUNCH Metro gathered that _ got there, some of the hoodlums

a faction of the youth leadership ~ engaged the troop in a gun duel. .
“Even if there was a

~led soldiers into the community
to search for firearms said to be
1in the possession of their rivals.
In the process, a soldier was
reportedly killed as a reprisal
eft six people dead. ..

communal issue before now,
-~ with what is happening in the
““country today, if you are a
““commander and you are told
people are stockpiling weapons

A source said the incident
happened on Saturday, adding
that his octogenarian mother-in-
Jaw had to trek through the bush
for hours because of the clash.

One of the youths who
escaped from the community
said, “I was not part of the fight,
but 1 am sure an army officer
and six others died. The army
came into the community to fish
out those with illegal arms and
ammunition.”

The state Police Public
Relations  Officer,  Bello
Kontongs, said it was a military
operation, adding that he had
no information on it.

The Nigerian Army, 4
Brigade, Benin, on Monday,
denied that the operation was a

somewhere, you will go there
and ensure that those weapons
are seized and those involved
arrested. I think that is the right
thing to do and that was exactly
what the commander did.

“The communal crisis was
not part of why we went there.
It was basically on a report that

hoodlums were stockpiling
weapons and terrorising the
community.”

He disclosed that in the
course of the operation, some
weapons, including two AK-47
rifles, three pump-action guns,
one double-barrelled gun, 32
cartridges, five mobile phones
and an ID card belonging to
the state vigilance group, were
recovered.



