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_apprentice, Sunday, was accused of
Ni,000when Uchechukwy,
who was bent on making him /-

| —oomfess to the allegation, descended
| on him.

The victim was said to have died

» Uchechukwu

in the process as the fled the
commly
; comrespondent learnt that

the manager of Uchechukwu's gas
business, Blessing, while dosing
on Saturday, January 8, 2022,
Yeooraol

missing, Blessing demanded an
explanation from Sunday, who
handled sales that day.

Ancther apprentice, Godwin,
told our correspondent who visited
the shop on Inuobimi Street, Ogba,
last Thursday, that Sunday gave an
unsatisfactory response, prompting
everyone, including Uchechukwu,
to suspect him.

He said, “When Blessing asked
him how N1,000 went missing, he
said the money was with a customer
who did not complete payment for

“Bleg.:lsg told me to follow him
to meet the customer to collect the
money, but when we got there, the
customer said the complete money
was paid.

“The customer later said the
money he owed us was for another
item he bought in the shop. But
Sunday never told us he sold
the item to the customer on that
Saturday.

“On Sunday, January 9, our
boss got to know about what

happened and when Sunday gave
no reasonable explanation, he told
me to take him home.”

Godwin explained that when
Uchechukwu got home around
10pm, he used a wire to torture
Sunday over the missing money,
adding that he and another

Ikenna Obianeri, Awka

VER 400 corpses
have been burnt in
a fire incident at the

mortuary section of the
General Hospital, Onitsha,
Anambra State.

The fire, which lasted about
three hours on Saturday,
razed the mortuary building
located behind the hospital
facility.

The fire was said to have
emanated from a burning
bush behind the morgue.

PUNCH Metro gathered
that when the fire started,
mortuary attendants poured
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« The shop

apprentice, Stanley, left for the
backyard when their colleague’s plea
for mercy was ignored.

“While at the backyard, we heard
Sunday screaming for help, but our
boss continued to beat him and
didn't stop till he (boss) stepped out

to meet us at the backyard mpund _

TN

SSRGS e L

|

|
|

Lagos businessman tortures

over missing N1,000,
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1am.

“When we didn't hear Sundas
voice again, we thought he already
had his bath and slept. We even sa
him lying motionless on the flor
and thought he had slept; but there
was blood on his body.

“Our boss later told us to pfﬂ

consumes 400
morgue, families w.

* The morgue

water mixed with detergent
to douse the flame.
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.about N1m he had at home and said
he wanted us to quickly go to the
shop to keep it. Three of us, except
Sunday, left the house around 1am
for the shop. But when we got there,
our boss said he forgot the keys at
home.” :

Godwin said the suspect told
Stanley to wait at the shop, while he
(Godwin) followed him home to get
the keys.

He noted that on their way,
Uchechukwu confessed that Sunday
needed urgent treatment.

“T thought the Nim was with
Stanley as we retwned home but
on the way, he said we should be on
our way to a hospital. So, we took
his motorcycle and headed for the
hospital.

“As we were about approaching
the entrance to a street, he told me
that the security guards might think
we were armed robbers as the two of
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us were on the motorcycle. He told |
me to get down and walk to meet |

him at the front, but he sped off.

“Immediately, I knew something
had happened to Sunday. I quickly
went to meet Stanley and we went
home and met Sunday’s corpse. We
raised the alarm and reported to the
Baale, who assisted in reporting to
the police,” Godwin said.

A chief in the area, who asked
not to be identified, said youths
protesting Sunday’s death burgled
Uchechukwu's shop and carted
away property.

“We have not seen him since
then; he ran away that early morning
and we don't support anyone that
has done something bad. We heard
the matter was reported at the Pen
Cinema Police Station and that he
was declared wanted,” he added.

The state Police Public Relations
Officer, CSP Adekunle Ajisebutu,
promised to get back to our
correspondent.

He had yet to do so as of the time
this report was filed.
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corpses in Anam|

But before we knew what
was happening, we saw that
the roof of the mortuary
had caught fire. There were
over 400 corpses inside the
building. The entire place
was engulfed in fire. Before
firefighters came, the fire had
caused a lot of damage; most
of the corpses were burnt
to ashes and some beyond
1¢cognition.

“The firefighters battled to
stop the fire from escalating
> other buildings. In fact,
the water in their tank
finished; they had to go and
rzfil elsewhere because the
Lospizal does not have a water
fzciiity on its premises.”

A auxiliary worker, who
did not mention her name,
okl PUNCH Metro that the
no:gue had been contracted
o a private operator.

battled to stop the fire from
spreading to surrounding
buildings.

He said, “We received a
distress call from the General
Hospital, Onitsha, and we
deployed our men and the
firefighters’ equipment to put
out the fire.

“We found out that the fire
came through the bush and
we have been telling people to
ensure that they cut the bushes
around their houses and
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former official of the
Nigerian Meteorological
gency, Hamza Gambo.

has been arrested for allegedh
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