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Residents flee as herdsmen sack Enugu community, kill five, others missing

Raphael Ede, Enugu
" TERDSMEN on Wednesday

seen in the compound.
Ebe, in an interview with our
correspondent, described the

sacked five village
farm settlements in i

invasion of his community as
horrific and unwarranted.

autonomous community, Eha-

He said since January 1, no

Amufu, Isi-Uzo LocalGovernment _fewer than 10 persons have been

Area of Enugu State, kalling five _ killed in his community while

rsons, including
women.

1s came barelv five days
@mthme members of the state

N%' Gﬁg@urhood\-’\'atchwem Klled
while pursuing appers to
rescue the “%-' e and 11-vear-old

many others were kidnapped for
ransom.

A community leader, Chief
Moses Olinya, lamented that
more than 24 hours after security
agencies were informed of the
invasion and carnage done,

daughter of Dr Eugene Edeoga.

VO
Commissioner for Environment,
Chijioke Edeoga, that were
abducted on January 1, 2022.

Our .correspondent, who
visited Mgbuji Community on
Wednesday, reported that people
carrying their belongings were
seen running into the town from
the troubled settlements.

At the residence of Chief Eric
Ebe, one of the stakeholders in the
town, over 50 women and children
who reportedly escaped from the
troubled farm settlements were

they were yet to see any security
personnel.

According to him, the suspects
invaded the community around
10am.

Some displaced women, who
spoke to our correspondent,
appealed to the government to
come to their aid.

When contacted on telephone,
the state Police Public Relations
Officer, Daniel Ndukwe, did not
take his calls.

As of the time of filing this
report, he had not responded to a
text message sent to him.

Gombhe tricvele rider feions own kidnan. demands

Meanwhile, the Chairman of
Isi-Uzo Local Government Area,
Jacob Abonyi, confirmed the
invasion, describing the frequent
attacks on Mgbuji community as
unacceptable.

Abonyi said, “When I got
the information on Tuesday,
I contacted the police but the
Divisional Police Officer’s phone
number was switched off and I

immediately called the military.

“About five days ago, we were
battling with kidnapping in
same Mgbuji when the wife and
daughter of Eugene Edeoga were
kidnapped and they were just
released on Monday.

“So, I called the military and
we were ready this morning,
including the Neighbourhood
Watch and Forest Guard.

Unfortunately, the soldiers that
were already at Tkem said they got
a call for another emergency from
Uzo-Uwani-and they decided
to turn back and they have not
returned.

“Thatisthesituation, but all our
local security - Neighbourhood
Watch and Forest Guards -are
doing everything possible to calm
the situation.”

Ul students lament as robbers raid private hostels

Olufemi Olaniyi, Ibadan

OME residents of Agbowo
area and adjoining streets
were on Wednesday attacked

-and injured during robbery

operations carried out at private
hostels located off the University
of Ihadan campus. ;
Our correspondent gathered
that the hoodlums, who stormed
Barika area, Agricola Street
and Agbowo community
located in Ibadan North Local
Government Area of Ibadan,
shot some students and stole
telephone sets, iPads, laptops
and other portable gadgets as
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injured.

The student was said to have
been taken to the UI Health
Centre popularly known as Jaja
Clinic while other injured victims
were taken to a private hospital

_ in the area.

A student, who identified
himself as Eddy, said porous
security at Agricola area made
the robbery operation possible
and successful.

He said, “ I learnt that the
security men hired by landlords
at Agricola Street were
disengaged because of issue
about payment.

“The robbers numbering 12

and other areas were said to
have moved to the scene but
the hoodlums were said to
have hurriedly left before the
policemen arrived.

Another Ul student said three
students were injured at his
hostel but nobody was killed.

The student, who spoke on the
condition of anonymity, said

“A particular student lost
many gadgets to the hoodlums.
They took away her iPhone and
came back to ask her to write the
password of her banking app.

“She hurriedly went to check
her account in the money and
discovered that they had cleared



