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T 4 HE Abia State Police
i Command has
~. arrested a policeman,

"¥T€  Inspector Ukemeé Etuk,

¢ Yor allegedly killing —a

_graduate of the Abia State
Ll x_Polx'technlc

—Ygochukwu,  over an
aﬁgma_o bribe.
. Ugochukwuwassaidtobe _
* 1 Fravelling on a motorcycle
) on Friday when his rider
:eﬁ- “Swas accosted by policemen
it a checkpoint in_front of o s
’ ge Metmlomcal Complex * Ugochukwu - Abia CP, Agbede
E " Obikabia-Umnu rernment UNCH Metro
e Road in the Obingwa Local_ state. that the policemen, led by
JDE& [ . . ®
=i Afr Force woman dies after snakebite in N
gim;-solomon Odeniyi, Abuja PUNCH Metro learnt that

the incident happened in the

with 4( Nigerian Air Force early hours of Friday.
zse}\—Am Tance A source told our
ntact Corporal Bercy Ogah.  correspondent that reptiles

tfor _has died after she was and other wild animals were
reportedly biiten by asnake.  common in the base.

dent, —Ogah, who was atiached  The source said, “You will
that _to the Defence I.ntelh ence _ find all kinds of wild animals

iver, -‘sgencv, was alleg, vitten _in the base. People who stay
was s here see snakes a lot.

__“The houses in the base
were fumigated recently but
hers was left behind because
she was not around. Th

snake must have hidden i

| Ther toilet.

restroom in her flat at th at the
ident

She was said to have
aded  dfiven her - Eh.tli‘[r_'n “and a
“relation staying with her |
fthe ~ to her neng,hbour’s house
atled before visiting the Nigerian

the

\\heAfter_ the snake bite,
e took her child and a

.Alr Force hospital, where she

_gave up the ghost. _ her ‘neighbour before _she
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g
drove to the NAF hospital for

one Yahaya, attached to
the Aba area command,
requested a bribe from the
motoreyclist, who declined
the request, which led to an
argument.

ggr/——mu&s.p_o_ndg
gathered that Etuk shot

Ugochukwu
aﬁem tea to 1nfervene in

j Accordlng to a blog tha
osted about the incident,
siggy.ng, the policemen
ed the scene after the
cident.

eyewitness,
Christopher Nduagu, said
Etuk warned the deceased
not to move close to him
and shot him when he did.

was administered to her. Apart

[ base toilet \

from the vaccine not being |-

orders probe as policeman

- Abia graduate orphan to death

He said, “He was ,
passenger on a motorcyck
going to Obikabia Junctio:
but one of the policeme:
at Umukalika  polic
checkpoint stopped ther
to demand their usual N5¢,

—the money.

— “They had a heated
argument, leading 1
intervention by the

passenger. But the police
officer, who
Chinyere

fired him and when he was
rushed to a private hospital

nearby, he was pronouncec
dead.”
Another

of anonymity, said the

in his knee.

readlly avaJ]able, I learnt that

" the person in charge of the

-drugs was not on duty.

freatment.

[ “When she got to the
ive staying with her to | Hospital, it took a little while
ore the anu~venom vaccm

\. "1 don’t know the name
the snake, but they said it v
very poisonous. Also, the part
of the body the snake bite
made her not survive, among
others issues.”

Efforts to get the reactions
of the spokesperson for the
Nigerian Air Force, Edward
-Gabkwet, were not successful,
as calls put to his telephone
line did not connect.

~ He had also yet to respond
to a text message sent to him

~as of the time of filing this

report.

The state Police Public

[__Relations Officer, Geoffrey
who confirmed
the 1nc1dent said the police |
-inspector was attached to :
the Ohuru Isimiri Police |

Obonna,

Station.
He said,
of November there wa:
an incident of accidents
discharge around 1o0. 5o0an

along Umukalika Road ir |

blngwa

“A police patrol team B
ran into a group of Okadi |
riders |
blocking the road and in |
process of dispersing |
was @ |

(motorcycle)

the

them there

when he ~hitn that he did not hawe 4

warned r
(Ugochukwu) |
not to come close to him, '

eyewitness =
who spoke on conditior

motorcyclist was also shot

“On the 16th |
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..... uLiy Saru Iuau was lond
of causing trouble in the area.
R R D IR R B

shoots

misunderstanding, during
which  one Inspector
Ukeme Etuk released a
shot that hit Ugochukwu in
the buttocks.”

According to him, the
victim was rushed to
a hospital for medical
attention, but he died on
November 20.

The PPRO said the cop
had been arrested and
detained for trial, adding
that appropriate measures
would be taken against
him.

Meanwhile, following
public outcry, the state
Governor, Okezie Tkpeazu,
has directed the immediate

investigation of the
incident.
The governor, in a

release by his Chief of Staff,
Prof. A.C.B. Agbazuer,
reminded residents that
his government had in the
past ensured the arrest of
trigger-happy  policemen
and made them face justice.

He urged everyone to
maintain the peace and go
about their normal duties “as
the government will strictly

not tolerate lawlessness
under any guise”.
However, Abians

called on the Inspector-
General of Police, Usman
Baba, and the Abia State
(fommissioner of Police,
Mrs Janeth Agbede, to
swing into action L and bring
the perpetrators o book.

The victim, who was
said to be an orphan, was
reportedly sponsored 1o
school by his extended
family.
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