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Youths barricade highway as three killed in Akwa Tbom

Patrick Odey, Uyo

REE women lost their
lives while a male was

injured in an auto crash

near Akon community on the

Calabar-Itn__Road in the T

Ibom State.
PUNCH Metro gathered

that the accident
—_ Saturday around 7.45pm when

All three female occupants

aboard the tricycle died on_the

L
Our correspondent learnt that
~jouths in the area, who were
—irked by frequent accidents on
the road, barricaded the Calabar-
Itu highway for several hours,
causing gridlock that stretched

_w 1

neighbouring

of passengers
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were said to have been stranded
as a result of the barricade.

PUNCH' Metro was told that
the group sang solidarity songs
and welded machetes and sticks,
scaring away officers of the
Federal Road Safety Corps who
came for a rescue operation.

The Deputy Corps
Commander in charge of
Operations, FRSC,  David
Ironuje, described the accident
as unfortunate.

He said the command had
been preaching to road users
to always take necessary
precautions while driving on
highways to minimise road
crashes in the state. -

“Our advice is that truck
drivers should not think that
they are the owners of the road
and Keke Napep operators

the road; some of them will see
a truck coming and will quickly
meander their way. This is
wrong; they should keep to their

“Yesterday (Saturzy) the
youth did not allow gz boys to
conduct rescue operion; they
barricaded the road, snging war

governor on projects came and
was able to pacify them before
allowing our boys; the road is
now clear,” Ironuje added.

Militants attack AThom fishemen, steal 50

outhoard engines

Patrick Odey, Uyo

UNMEN  suspected
to be sea pirates
continued their siege

to a fishing community
in Akwa Ibom State on
Saturday, injuring scores of
residents in an early morning
attack.

PUNCH Metro gathered
that more than 10 Yamaha
engines and 40 horsepower

Ncrn ni7zes nrmeinal nfﬁcers

utboard engines were
snatched at gunpoirt during
the attack, which ocurred in
the Itanwa area, inthe Ikot
Abasi Local Gowmment
Area of the state.

Our correspondent learnt
that the fishermn had
suffered several atticks and
abductions of their pembers
in the last one year.

The fishermen, wder the
auspices of the Vatchout
Cooperative Society Ibaka,
recently staged a protest
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