2 students feared killed, others injured as
protest rocks Plateau poly over exams
postponement ®Police deny knowledge of deaths, injuries

because ofage.”

Nanlong Another student, Isreal
Longdu, decried the incessant
strikes by the lecturers, noting

_gOS—TWO students were
Jﬁfe'fﬁayfeareddeadwhﬂe that the development had
_several others sustained various —stagnated their progress, saying:

“degrees of mjuries following “Nobody has come to address us
protest By students of the two _on the issue and we feel this is

By Marie-Therese

- campuses late ot right. We demand proper
[ Polytechnics, over sudden _explanations from the
~'|_ postponement of their semester ~ management on why we cannot
/| examinafions by the institution. ~ start our examinations today
| Tt was gathered that the  (yesterday). We are tired of this;
students were from the Heipang _ ouracademicjourneyissuffering
and Jos campuses of the andthisisnotgood forus.”
“nstitution. A staff of the institution who

Similarly, hoodlums were said spoke on condition of anonymity;
tohave taken advantage of the  said "Plateau State Government

-protesttosmmash windscreensof  inOctoberlast yearsaid they were
TOtOriStS, as angry students

"Elo_d@EeYahlquowonWay, wage, at the end of the day,
amajor highway leadmg ntoand _ govemnmentdid notadd anykobo
outofJos, - " toanyone'ssalary.

Vanguard gathered that the “They rather shortchanged us
students had expected tostart ~and deconsolidated our salaries.

| their examinations yesterday  wesaid no, if you say youwantto
morning without the implement new wage and we

have not seen anything, take us
back to where we were before.
We don't even want the

knowledge that the Academic
Staff Union of all state-owned
tertiary institutions (apart from

the state university in Bokkos) ~ consequentialadjustment ofthe
had Friday begun an indefinite ~ new Immmumwage
strike over unresolved issues
with the state government.
Lamenting the postponement,

Miss Deborah John, described
the decision of the management
to postpone the examination as

caIled on the  Federal

We were not informed; nobody
Government to proscribe

said anything to us. We just

* | discovered that we cannot start  Miyetti Allah Kautal Horeand .
. | ourexaminations. other violent Fulani socio-
| 'Thisiswhyweareprotesting  cultural groups, They also

demanded the arrest of their

and it is a peaceful protest
leaders who publicly accepted

* | becauseallwewantisgoinand
write our examinations. Wehave tesponsibility
spentoverﬂueeyeals injustone BenueState-.‘-m R
semester owing to COVID-19 " The

lockdown, butlargelyduetothe ° Progres

“implementing new minimum -

an attempt to truncate their BY Peter Buru i
academicjourney. & :

| Accordingtoher, "Wecameto - AKURDI—THE'
school this morning (yesterday) - - . kinsmen of Governer.
to start our examinations only to Samuel Ortomunder the aegls
see a circular that our lecturers  of Nongov Peoples Democratic™
have been on strike since Friday. , PDP. Stakeholders have

.declared

fotthekﬂhngsm G
« had

"Government refused but
keeps making deductions. They
will deduct cooperative, they will
not remit. They will dedtict union
check-offdues, they will not remit
and if they look at your salary
and feelitis big, they will cutany
amount they want and put it as
cooperative when they know
they will not remit.

“Tn July this year, about N44,

000 was removed from my salary
and put as union dues but they
know theywill not remit to union.
I am not the only person this is
happening to. They keep doing
that to reduce what you will be
paid at theend.

"Government introduced a
Health insurance scheme called
PLASCHEMA and said all of us
must enroll. Before anyone could
enroll, they started deduction
since January this year And since
January till date, nobody has
benefitted from it."

On the death of students, he
said, “It is not just one student
that was killed, I have just
received information that one
ND1 Mechanical Engineering
student was also kllled at

i than mounting sustamedf
' -attacks on the governor.

“The Nongov Stakeholders
yesterday in Makurdi, were

‘Teacting to the recent media
« outing of a group, the Thyarev
APCleaders, wholeveled several

allegations against Governor
Ortom and his government, but

beratedthegovemon G,

: byDn'Davui'ISevende among !

various strikes embarked upon  leadersin Benue Statewprevall . Tis]

by our lecturers. on Federal Governmen - in
"We keep paying for our - establish the No

i accommodation, school fees, and mentAge

 other expenses, Moreso,weare theneedsofvicimsof]

| getting old and by the time we * crisisaswell asrebuild destroyed

- graduate, we can't find jobs communitiesin the state rather

forthe Minister

" of Special Duties and Inter-
.Governmental Affairs, Senator
George Akume who recently

-,theriden_-‘ o red

Heipang. I have not confirmed
the department of the one that
was killed in Jos campus.”

Reacting, the State Police
Command through its Public
Relations Officer, Gabriel Uba
said, "Yes, there was a protest this
morning (yesterday) by the
Polytechnic Students.
Immediately, officers of the
Command were deployed tothe
areas and instructed that they
should be civil, polite but firm;
and ensure that there is no
breakdown of law and order by
the protesters."”

Uba said he was unaware of
anyinjured or killed student.

But Dr Filimon Golwa, the
Chief Medical Director of Plateau
State Specialist Hospital where
some of the injured students were
taken to, said: ‘About 10 students
were brought to the hospital
injured. Maybe somebody was
killed but they did not bring the
corpse here sowe did not record
any death. Some of them had
been treated and discharged but
some are still here. I don't have
the number of those still around,
I'will checkand getbackto youw."

HEBQSMEMLUNGS Benue PDP stakeholdelswant
- Mlyetl:l Allah, others proscnbed

others, urged the Ihyarev APC
leaders to “instead of resorting to
baseless accusations against the
- Governor, impress on President
Muhammadu Buhan‘ho provide

support the lmplemclhtmn of
theranching laws ofBenueand
otherstates.

"They should also "mﬁ t{g




