10 dogs attack, kill three-year-ol

TOPE OMOGBOLAGUN and TONY OKAFOR

-Ten dogs belonging to the Proprietor of Global Growth Academ : Am;iﬁ,
m‘lﬁino%fa Nteje :‘lg the Oyi Local Government Areh of Ammbraysmlg_m,_ 3
_Jeportedly pounced on and Killed a thr year-old d @ School premises,
@'(I)'ne incident was said to have happened around 7.10 ednesday,
|.September 15, when the victim, identified as Obinna Ude, was taken the school by
Histicle; Chima-Ude, for enrollment. whﬂe/
According to a resident of the community, the three-year-old strayed off whil
is uncle was filling forms and perfecting the enrollment documentation.

The 10 dogs, on sighting the child, broke out of their cage, pounced on the boy
and mauled him.

The dogs were said to be owned by the proprietor of the school, a United
Kingdom returnee identified as Chinedu Oka, alias Chinedu-Okaa London.

The resident said, “The dogs dragged the little boy to their pen where about
10 of them descended on the three-old boy without anyone from the school
management coming to his rescue,

“The Nteje community, where the incident happened, culturally prohibits
rearing of dogs. It's a taboo to rear dogs here. The UK returnee proprietor was
warned but he refused to adhere to the community's instructions.”

It was gathered that the incident generated anger in the community, with a
gt?iup t;)lfyiouth vigilantes storming the school premises and shooting all the dogs
todea

The traditional ruler of Nteje, Igwe Roland QOdegho, who confirmed the
incident, said backed the killing and burning of the dogs, adding that the
Droprietor had been handed over to the authorities for the law to take its course.

The monarch said the proprietor was aware that rearing dogs was prohibited
in Nteje community but still went ahead to keep them.

“The young man knows that we don’t accommodate dogs in our community
and he went ahead to surround himself with dogs despite warning from the
commuinity.

“To us, the young man committed murder and it is an abomination in our
community to kil someone. : :

“We have handed him over to the appropriate authorities and we will make
sure that justice is served because we don't condoneevil, -

: "Iheymxthshaveldﬂedaudbumtﬁledogsandwemeinmppottoftheir
actions,” the traditional ruler stated. : ‘

Theschoolmsmidtohavebeendmeﬁedaspamntshmﬁed]ywi&dmtheir
wards on hearing about the tragic incident. e

- When contacted, the state Police Public Relations Officer, Ikenga Tochukwu,
confirmed the incident in a statement, titled, ‘Animal Attack’

The statement read, “The Ac1111mbm State;hP:ﬁea Comimand wishes to inform
the general public, especially Ndi Anambra, that investigation is ongoing into the
unfortunate incident that led to dogs attack on a child at Niteje in the Oyi Local

ent Area. ;

. .

“Preliminary investigation revealed that on _15/09/2021 at o710hrs, one
Chima Obi Ude M of Isiogu village, Nteje came with his nephew, Obinna Ude, 3
years, to the school for registration. :

e dogs within the school environment jumped out of the cage and atta
Obinna. The victim was rushed to the hospital and was confirmed dead by a
doctor on duty. Thebodyhasbeendepositedatﬂ:lemortualy.

Inviewofﬂneabovesomeangryyouﬁaswiﬁiniheareah'lledﬂledogs and set
‘them ablaze.

“Further details shall be communicated.

Child rights activists berates school owner

The Chief Operating Officer, Advocates for Children and Vulnerable Persons
Network, Mr Ebenezer Omejalile, condemned the action of the proprietor,
keeping dogs on school premises.

Omejalile said, “Tt is very wrong to keep dogs on a school remises; this
questions the quality assurance in the state and the efficiency of the Ministry of
Education.

“Under quality assurance, you're supposed to consider the safety of the
environment for the students and everyone who has a business within the school
premises. For dogs to attack a student within the school premises, then they ave
all culpable, both the owners of the school and the ministry that gave the approval
for the school to run, Jt s very wrong.”

. Similarly, the Executive Director, Child Rights Awareness Creation
Organisation, Joseph Igwe, said the school failed in its essential duty of ensuring

d's safety and protection,

Igwe said, “One thing a school owner must first of all put in place is safety and
protection of students. It is a sin for a school owner to have dogs on the same
premises where a school operates,

¢+ "It is ignorance and negligence for the school to keep a doghouse on the
; gemh 1ismd = bI]:OE’ the child to have been killed by the dogs, the school owner should
‘be he e, :



