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Police detained witnesses to my brother’s shooting at Abuja

viewing centre, kept CCTV footage

A 34-year-old fumniture maker, Emmanuel Samuel, was allegedly shot by tnager-hapgy poicerten #  tottod
AnAtua,nhere he went to watch the Euro 2020 final between taly and England. The footioall erthusast lter derdd He 52,
Veronica Samuel, accuses the police of frustrating the famidy’s quest for justice, n
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are you to Emomaruse] Sarmuel
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Emmanue Samuel 1s my younger
brother. He was kifled by police officers in Abirja when
e went to watch the Eumn 2020 final between Italy and
England. He was 34 years old. | am the firstbor of the
family; he is the third.

Were you there on the day the incident

No, I'was not. | was i Kadima, where | 2m based. He
Iived in Abula. He was a furiture maker.
How did you hear about the incident?
My other younger brother, Hosea Samuel. called me the
day after the incdent. July 10, 2021, totell me

wouldn't? You wake up in the morning and you are grected
w:hl:sdms]vﬁdn’lhzﬂ:me\mhmhin I:ed'ﬂﬂ
rushed to the bus perk and boarded 2 bus to Abuja. [ gt to
Abuia before Sam. [ saw my brother and [ began to weep.
lv?mmyoutoﬁﬂdlahsﬂmmw?

\\M[d&dtﬁmhimtmpmz!m“‘nshﬂhn
they told me that he was shot by 2 police officer at Empero
Gardens, Abxsa, where he, his fancée s ther iend b
[E0ne 1o wtch the Exro finzl. He wes someone who loved
soccer very much. They told me that. on that day, some
policemen in uriform czme to arrest one Jafaru 21 the
gzrden. They seid Jafaru was smoking Indizn hemp znd
they kzd come to arrest bim. One of them cocked bis gim
u‘x!fxejmepzopkm&;ebzr My brother, Emmanuel,

then, toid him to please be mindful of the position of ks

£, 50 28 Nk to shoot mistzkenly 2t amyone and term 1t
zcoidentz) discharge. especially 25 he had cocied his grm.
30 manry people heard what be szid. The poficemen pcked
Jafzre and pue him in their van. The place became a bit
rowdy, so Emmarme] decided to leave with his fences.
O b way, 2 few steps away, just across the roed, be was
shot by the police officer on the baek of his thigh. This was
2t Szberi Ome, MOPOL Barracks, zround Del Del, Abiga.
Everyone ran. inciuding the officers and the Jefru whom
they had come to arrest. They drove their Hiux van and
I It wes just Emmzmued's fizncée and bis friends who,
2fer some time, saw that Emmanye was on the ground,
Herding, thet took him to the hospital. Thet wes where
anather “Nigerizn factor’ played out. The hospitz] they
rushed bim 1o, Kobwa General Hospitzl, asked them for 2
Fr_bu: report before the could begin treatment. Al the plezs
oyhsﬁzncbeadfmndsfeﬂoudczfez:saﬂﬁeb«rmﬁ!
szid they were acting on “government directiy

mﬁiq;rqiudtow.‘mmwhmthdht
Jriends do?

T‘beymddywnwmembymhmmmn merplam
what had happened They told them that 2 police officer had
Fzst shot Emmanmel and they needed 2 police report so the
‘dorctors oriid eommence treztment.

The police said it was impeesible for one of their men to
shont angbody wh was et ua_c.umnd T%mm dmbaamm
Waamma he dzhon. o
10 e with them and gz thrnmanuéddmeh:spuaJ
n’theyhlhewa;m*rml. they
first. After much ado, the officers 2t the Gwa-Gwa Police
WWMMz&aMmG&
Gwa. There, nheyuwed}nmm ly.

mmmmmm Who stitches gunshot

with bendazen on it? | have 2 vider of ma;hmg
that happened. Hoses, his brother, did 2 viden of
treztment. A doctor frend whom I shesed the video 1o
said they don't stitch gunshet wounds. He told me, Vera,
finda wzywxoflhue" The prdicemnen were present when

as being treated. They even wanted () cuff

h:'muh]]r}t: reeeaved treztment. It was iy brother, Hesea,
who resisted the move. How do you handofl somenne who
hes just been shet, bleding and receting treatment? We
recorded everything,

Did mmlmnmdtkmhommlfaummg
lhcadnuh;ﬂdldodar}rfmd Yours?

| went tn the Investigating Police Officer 1o ask her vy
she did not give my brother 2 policr report s he could
aoress good medical care. She didn't give a satisfying
answer. [ told her, “Thave nothing, but if anything happens
mmylnu&u Ivnllrnafrzwrﬂhepmmylmn. ]ﬁt A
who knew E | was the one whe dropped
hbndmmywdandswniﬁa aurety before we were able
to take him to another haspitzl, the Gwagwalada Teaching
Hospital, Abujz, where he died eight days later. He was shet
on July 9, 2021 and he died on July 19, 2021, When we gt
1 the hospital, 1 called the FPO to come there to do whatever
checks they wanted to do an him. She then (olluwed me to
the hospital and sat for a while and said, “We are into the
cese Weare investigating " [ can tell you that these peaple
were not into any case. They were me that if | knew
where Jafaro was, I should produce him, ot 1 should tell my
brother to produce him.

Were your brother and Jafaru friends?

No, they were not He only went there to have fun with
his fzncée and friends and that was the only aime be
commitied If he knew Jafaru, why put himself throegh 20
this stress till his dezth and allow the Jzfaru roam the seets
of Abusja a free man? The pofice shauld do their jobr, if they
are booking for Jatzru, they should search for Bim well, bt
tefling s to produce him ts what 1 don't understand.

What after this?

When he died zround 2zpm on July 19, 2021, [ cilled the
IPO and told her 1 hed lost my bruther, 2nd | wes ooming
&Lhmuﬁiﬁmlhztivm“ﬂﬂe:}z’&nm@,
Lod:lir'-’-nsmsos’mbmhstothemcgam Teading
Hospitz! Mortuary, nhj‘;e."l'xem;.smm,lﬂ wes
N23. 000; I paid them N3, 000, beczuse | hed pent over
\mn,ooouixexm}b:uh:ruzsmiielv.swﬂme;um
still insisting | get Jafzru for them. Am [ 2 pofice officer? M;
ttuﬁimsn:;dﬁ&daﬁsbmrgﬁotb,am&aﬁmaﬁme
showed no empathy. I bave not seen a more nuthless set
of people 21l my Efe. They told me to provide the withesses
who szw what happened on the day Emmanue wes chot
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Thepobice ke refisd tnredese Es corpse o e o
brmrizl T heve bees oo 05 cese for more then thmes wesis,
I hzrve oot ressed Siove Emmamed el Ther vl
ez bsompetome o brtter sl S e

¢ prayed for safe trip to orientation camp, it's
painful my son died in road accident- Gnevmg mum

Mrs Esther Akpan, the Akwa loom-based mother of Victor Josenh Akpan

one of the prospective National Youth Service Corps members who lost

their lives in a ghastly motor accident en route to Katsina State for the
programme shares her griefs with PATRICK ODEY

L

do you do for a living?
Iam a housewife. 1 am an
NCE graduate. | tried my
best after graduation
ook for a jobtona
avail. Right nerw, | farm and produce
pelm oil to assist my husband in
bringing up the children.

How many children do you
hewe?

I hirve five children. Two have
graduated from the university and the
elder sister tn Victor is currently doing
her NYSC programme in Ekiui state.

What went rhmtghymn'mxmi
when you heard about your son's
death?

1 did net believe it when [ was told about the death of
iy sasm, Even pow, it & still like a dream to me. | eouldnt
Lelieve but | was shown the pictures of the scodent; [ was
mad. And 1 am ne hapgy in my heart becanse that boy was
a gy after my heart

Do you remember what it was like raising him?

My husband singehandedly sponsored him, but it was
ot ezsy fur us. My husband adked me e day if | wanted
ray children to go to se ool and 110l him that, since |
stogped at NCE level, | wanted my children to go tugher
So, I started farming and cooking palm frusts to suppurt
my hushand. My hushand was a health worker, now he s
retired

Since the incident happened, has the NYSC
reached out to your family?

Itis only God I}fumu mwd the NYSC; they have done
eremely well, especially the NYSC coordinator in the state
The Commissioner for Youths and Sports, Monday Uko
was here with us 1o represent aur state Governor, Udom
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In w}ul way has the state

n.q!g(r{rn‘rhrﬁmx ?
Governor Emmanued bas doow well hg«

hetped. He sent bas Commassannes §¢ Youths and Spuets,
whis was here in person. | huve seen what they dad bz thes
should do more 1 andet o consde e and the imh_even
the father Abay the pavmnment should caze i NR
members who ane going out 8 wove the natn

Tt waasty ¥ easy for us b0 rage Victoe and spuonsoe has
education up to that kvl becswse there ase !‘w o the and
two have grachistend already The ekder saster 18 anEgin
Ekti State

Do you have unysxnain-quml oURCeTTing
wﬂhwhln- is serving in Ekiti State?

Um appeabg to the NYSC @ hes redephoyment hack
e to commplete ber NYSU programme bex pes | will g
e able to stay without seemg tm since Victor 1 no mare.

What kind of care do you want the
state government to have for prospective NYSC
members?

Whenever they're pusting prospective NYSC members,

_Sister of slain footoall enthusiast
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