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IG squad kills Army deserter, four others in failed Owerri attack

Chidiebube Okeoma and
Gibson Achonu, Owerri

ECURITY operatives led by
Abba Kyari of the Inspector
General of Police Intelligence
Response Team have shot and

_killed a gang leader in the state
_popularly known Dragon and four

__others.
~Members of the gang had

gunshot wounds during the
exchange of fire this morning and
is currently receiving medical
attention.

However, while police in
the state confirmed that five
‘hoodlums were neutralised
(killed) in the gun duel in many

_parts of Owerri, a source at

Federal Medical Centre, Owerri,
confided in our correspondent

attempted to attack the state  that at least, five corpses of

police_command-headquarters in
Owerri.
Briefing journalists at the

policemen were brought to the

morgue.
The police spokesperson in

command headquarters, Elkana _the state, Bala Elkana, expressed

said Dragon was an army deserter,
who took over from the former
commander, Ikonso.

He said four AK-47
rifles stolen from policemen,
ammunition, local explosives and
charms were recovered from the
fallen felons.

The only suspect captured
alive, Stanley Osinachi, from
Mbieri in the Mbaitoli Local
Government Area of the state, said
he was conscripted to attack police
and government formations.

“The attackers, who came
in a white hummer bus,
wanted to access the Command
Headquarters through Works
Layout around Alvan Nursery and
Primary School, Owerri, but had
a bloody fight with the security
forces.

“They were first intercepted
by the military at the outer
perimeter cordon provided for the
police. Five hoodlums were killed
in action, including Joseph Uka
Nnachi alias King of Dragors.

“One suspect Stanley Osinachi
‘m’ 30 years old of Achi/Mberi ,
Mbaitoli Local Government Area
of Imo State was arrested and
presently aiding investigation.

_____“A police inspector sustained

confidence that the security
operatives were the battle against
hoodlums in the state.

He disclosed that additional
four rifles had been recovered
from the hoodlums by the
security agents.

Elkana, in an additional
statement, said, “Number of
hoodlums killed now is five while
four AK-47 rifles stolen from the
police during recent attack on our
police station were recovered.

“We have one injured police
officer in a critical condition at
the moment. We pray the doctors
will be able to stabilise him.”

He was, however, silent on
the alleged five lifeless bodies
of policemen brought to the
morgue of the Federal Medical

Centre in Owerri.

Suspected arsonists
raze Uzodimma aides, LGA
chair’s houses

Meanwhile, a group of

suspected arsonists reportedly
razed the houses of the state
Commissioner for Information
and Strategy, Chief Declan
Emelumba, and that of the
Oru West Local Government
Chairman, Chief Willy
Okolieogwo.

One of the incidents
occurred Saturday night when
the hoodlums stormed the house
of the commissioner in Ubulu
community in the Oru West
Local Government Area and set
it ablaze.

The hoodlums immediately
moved down to Nempi
community, the country home

of the Oru West councl boss,
where they equally set his house
ablaze.

Emelumba, who is one of
the kitchen cabinet members
of State Governor, Hope
Uzodimma, confirmed the
incident to journalists in the
state.

Sanwo-Olu, Emmanuel celebrate
Kumuyi on 8oth birthday

Samson Folarin

OME youths momentarily

disrupted  the  Sunday
service at the Deeper Christian
Life Ministry headquarters at
Gbagada, Lagos State, as they
played musical instruments in
celebration of the 8oth birthday
of the General Superintendent
of the church, Pastor Wiliam
Kumuyi.

The youths, who were on
the first gallery of the expansive
auditorium, had waited for the
guests, governors of Lagos and
Akwa Ibom states, Babajide
Sanwo-Olu  and Emmanuel
Udom, respectively, to make their
presentations, before they cashed
in on the intervening period and
played for the cleric.

Some of the excited members
joined in the birthday song, as the
pastor waved in appreciation.

Sanwo-Olu, in his speech,
described Kumuyi as “my leader,
my daddy,” and a true man of
God, who speaks and “nations
listen.”

He said despite the insecurity
the nation was confronting, he
believed God would intervene
and resolve the problem.

Udom, in his remark, said

the DCLM had impacted Nigeriz
from the church’s early days.
commending Kumuyi for being
consistent in his message of
holiness.

“At times people wonder.
how come Nigeriz & going
through all this and we are still
as sitrong as we are? Once you
that people are standing in the
gap. And certainly one of them
is our father in the Lord, making
things to stabilise,” he added.

Kumuvi who preached
on the topic, Our Glowing
Privileges from Gaee
Glory,” said long life should be
measured by the fulfilment of

urpose on earth.

“When you finish evervthing
God has appointed for you to
do, that is long hife. That is why
we dont question, ‘But s0 and
0 died at 57, for her, that was
a long life. Or you say, So and
50 died at 72, for him, that was
long life. For you, it is not the
number; it is the appointment of
God, what he has ordained that
vou will do. And once you finish
and a reward is waiting for you
in heaven, we glorify God on
your behalf because that is long
life,” he added.



