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My world crashed when I saw how i
my son to death — \ium of farmerlost to Gomoe

*Life now empty, no food, shelter, security, SaY grieving families
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akulra 24l “Masi vs a 40-ycar-ald Tarmer,
_He was aleeping ot Fome when J Jizard that the
_vackers were approaching ous destinstion. |
ealled him thirice s run, that there was violence
Bl he didn’t listen 16 1tin, That wms the lam timne
ki W@_' géi]q ;u)rﬂp;.;l, to_hirm. Having, ealled Iiim
Tepeatecly, T thought he hed escaped somesdhers
ST fled ot home 16 ] kuew (hat (hings vould
end | lhin wmy, 1would have gone inside the rown
WASE BTm ol 1o run avray with me. 1 shouldn't
;Iﬁfg Titened to s responre that he wis coming,
_gc‘-i::s m’urd‘m-d ingide the voom. 1T e saasilants
= 't mee1 him st 3 £to d have
e I 8 ham_ . the story wonld have
»' “T-vres surprised to diseaver hin dlmcm?m-:d\
';_,udy. They cut off his head, legs, hands ns well |
s Intestines before setting the house ghiaz My \

’;mrld has erashed. 1 hove lowt my sppetite for |
o

-0«‘1. 1 th\"J: also |t fnterest In rany things as 1
con't explain this sudden tragedy.”

\ Wakubu added thar it wan urdortunais tha
pegple would unleash mayhem on fellow humsan
hednigs and cause them o much pain and 1ears,

She suated, “By killiag our loved ones, our worid
has assurned a pitiable suate. 1 frel dizzy mioat of
the tme now, The attackers besieged our homes
and chased us away. They packed our food and
torched our howmes. We hisve nothing W return to,
We hive no place to stay. We are left with no foed,
children arid home.”

Wajs and Lunguda emmmunitics in the border
arcas of Gombe and Adsmawa are neighbours
with » history of comiunal closhes, Overtime,
the two cominunities Intermarry to solidify their
relationship. The affected comimunities involves
Nyuwar, Hemen in Jessy waird all predominantly
Lunguda by wibe. On Tuesday, propenty warth
Toilllons of paira were burnit and 15 dead bhodies
xeeovered bn Nywuwar, Tlemen In Jeman veard,
Balanga Loeal Governmenl Area of Gombre
State. However, the state Commissioner for
Informaation, Julius lshaya, on Wednesday, said
Tursday's kllinge had po traces af the infamous
Lunguda/Waja hostility.

-~ - *I.am 40 yrars old now and have never seen thly
type of dastardly act. Imagine: behesding sameone
and chopping off people’s hands, legs and going,
awny with the body pans, *said a farmer, Mispara
Sani, who also lost a younger brother, Tandu $an),
o the bedlam.

Clothed In grief, Mispara said that life had

~ never been 5o tough, adding that his brothier had a

'/prumlsing fature,

Miaparp said, “My worid has been disrupted.
Tando was @ 38-year-old graduate of Bunchi Stale
Polyrechnic where he earned » Higher Hatianal
Diploma in Tourlsm. Me¢ was with H-Power
and later went into farming He took farming
eeriously. In our Jast discuselon, Tandy agked me

“Jimw we could build oor family and | told iim tha

we hiad 1o rededicate our lives to Cod, trust in Him
1o provide for us. 1 also urged him to ke things
essy, He was marded (o n Waja woman with two
kids but the marriage had some challznges. There
is nothing more t add than o eay that this ls
Lerrible, | have never experienced what happencd
n Combe 1hat a fellw man will cut the hands,
legs, hiead and intestines of another fellow man.
Hows can | explain the grief of our family at this
me?”

e uppealed W the gaverninent (o come 1o the
ald of the residents 1o 1ackle security ehallenges 0
the sale whike urging the relevant suthorilies 10
provide yooths will employment

Wee added, “Goverument must reslise thet
young prmple e suffering.  The  vislenen
eodd bave been pverted, The young oties are
unemplyed, tiey have nothing w do. Many of
them live basie knowledge but are not gainfully

«One of the affected areas
g

P

Te e
[Eaamayy

frod a bbeSag 1
grry #taek Samer=es we
terk e govermmers doesTll 22Dy
oot the e=Fering of dweSers

i commrmrity

weTl punish those behind
| bedlam, says Yahaya

Frered  pumm—m—izs o
| emthezce peaoe. zEmTop them

thzt the govermment wozid s==d

sHauyliro Jouwa
emplayed. There Is 8 need for reconsideration
by relevant authorities gn bow we can baild our
nation. Governmem should Invite the elders of
Waja ard Lunguda pesple 1o explain the cause of
this violence to nip it fn the bud, Some persona
mobilised athers to bum bowses. 1P not & good
thing that gome people are enjoying and others
are suffering in Nigeria.”

The government has impoced a Gpm 1o Bam
curfew 1o resture nomaaley. Our asrrespondent
on Thuraday arrived in Lutheran Chareh
where go-year-uld Sambi Hauyirs resides as an
Internally Displaced Person with otbers after
residents abandoned their communities. He los
liis 70-year-6ld father to the claxh. The almosphere
of the ones bubbling town was mournful

He said, "As you can see my world will never
remain the same, Vs now empty. 1tis too pathetic
and 1 lack words to expreas my griefl. The only thing
T could retrieve from the huse ls bis identity card.
We don') elay together s the last thoe | visited my
father, | didn't see him. | went there to greet him,
We had & gowd relationship. Ho amount of effon
can bring my tother back. We had buried him. |
fee) i wseasim within ow which na one can All It

~The gecurily men did not pesist much in
uelling thy Waja maghem. Feople's huuses veere
burnt and the police couldn't do nnything. From
what | witneesed, 1his ba it o pellglous conilicr
fecango those Ut unleashed mayhem sre baith
Cheistbans and Monlima.”

For Aodia Motsanda vilio et her unele and

Mulsanda

«Sani
family houses to ths imddent, he has berome
helpless with life,

He said, "My uncle, Napmhali, vas like 2 gillar
10 our family. This i3 redeed a huge loss. [ am in
my mid-509. My oncle was one of the elders
the community in Nyuwar. ‘We czme home [or
vacation and hzd spemt zbast thres nights in
Nyuwar, We laler went to Chiam ard the nigh we
came 10 Cham everphing was pezcefol [ didn't
e my unele when | came 23 | psually did. On
Momday night arcand aq, my brother woke me
up. He inld me that there was fire, and that the
len) commmunity, Sokko, was on fire. He waid the
women and children gatherad in churches w hide.
He eaid he didnt know when kelp would cime
wnd that [ abould ezl anyone | knew who eould be
of help. We tried calling the penpls we knew har
vie didn't et any responss,”

Malsarida added that sarivers were secattered
acyoes Yolde, adding that moat of the whetips
escaped with nothing,

“Many peopls eazaped through nearby villsges
with the clothes they had on, With e ourreny
shtuation, we dow't kaow when the peopls can
retarn 1o (helr housland becauss houses were
torcheal ansd no sign of help, All we want b prace
far peapls 10 cetum o thelr pocestral hoimes and 1o
Wizr Tarmis peacefully, Peaple inthe communities
where the badlam happened bave Lived 1ogetlier
for years wnd interoarried. In my mily, wo havo
thiowe wha maraied from the oller ocotmunity asd
have children, Only the goveromment can snd this

paliztizes to them
Yahzya said, “{on: czn mze e i
bave been lost iz

diis development We are going
W enwpe that @ dosa't bappen »

sz whyy oormmted s orime 20e

was oot camsed by the 2re
was oot crased by e age<

dopute. Spealing on bebal¥ ven
[shaya, s2id, “Counch zv  deltherzted
entesively an zly develnpment that ecozrmed
s Nywwar, Jeasu and Hemen area of Belzngy
Lol Government. 1} w2 comrmuns) dash It
was 0ot the Longuds/Waia people ™

We rose o the occasion — Police

The ®ate Commimsioner of Police, lshole
Babaiza, said thai the police 240 compromise in
arvesting the snabon, s26ng that they wurked o
rotect bves and propenty as the ooisis escalxted
He poted thay the cormmand ssung inlo acmen
immediately it lesrut of the orisis.

He said, *l had 10 mobilise men Som the
varine eqisdrons 34 & v9 404 eume other tartical
teams 0 comsd with their men. 8o with the help
of security agendies, the place has been for
) ensare thal pescs returms. T curfes lasts
betwenn bpm ard 8am snd oar men are ther 10
enfoyer 1.°




