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(2>Cultists kill two in Rivers community, 22 tricycles razed

Dennis Naku, Port Harco

UNMEN suspected to
e_cnltists have invaded
the_Kahangh.mennm.th_m

Am_oimms.smte killed two_

persons and critically injured
_another.
One of the victims, identified

as Blessing Nwinne, was killed

on Easter Sunday, while the

in Borno - Army

had been harassing residents
around the Mandara

Mountains of Gwoza LGA.
“Although it has been long
we had any confrontation with
the insurgents, the incident
of Sunday was commendable
because our military fought
with doggedness and
commitment,” he added.

econd, Emeka Erasmus, had his
hands severed by the assailants.

It was leant that the gun-
wielding cultists stormed the
community just after dinner,
shot indiscriminately in the air,
__ wentinto the victim’s compound
" and shot him several times in
the neck to ensure he was dead.

It was also leant that another
victim, who was shot by the
cultists, survived and was
rushed to hospital.

Though it was not clear if the
attack was a reprisal, but sources
said the gunshots sent the area
into panic as villagers remained
in their houses even at dawn.

The younger brother of the
deceased, Kingston Nwinne,
who conformed Blessing’s
killing to our correspondent on
the telephone, said his brother
was not a cultist.

“They came last night and
my brother was not even feeling
fine and was lying down. They
shattered his neck with bullets.
He was in a pool of his own
blood. I reported the matter
to the police and went to bury
him,” he stated.

Kingston called on the police
to investigate the matter and fish
out his brother’s killers, adding,
“He was not a cultist. He was not
even making trouble.”

In a separate development,
about 22 tricycles were
completely burnt during a
fire outbreak at a mechanic
workshop on the Eagle Cement
Road, Iwofe in the Obio/Akpor
Local Government Area of the
state on Monday.

Our correspondent, who
visited the scene, reports that
wood and fabrication tools were

police rescue six kidnap victims in Delta

Toyota Sienna with number
plate BWR 301 SU was under
attack by hoodlums armed with

“They gave the kidnappers a
hot chase; the hoodlums, who
could no longer withstand the

AK-47 rifles at Qkntolo on-the —pressure, quickly abandoned

injured the driver and a woman,_ __
while other passengers were
dragged into the bush; the DPO
swiftly mobilised patrol teams,
assisted by the military patrol
team, to the scene and they
went after the kidnappers into
the forest.

the kidnapped victims and fled.

— “Thg.h.nndhlms_sh.ot.and__ “The patrol teams successfully

‘rescued the six kidnapped
passengers, including Edoma

" Rita, Evelyn Chinwekwe,

Beheve Omoruyi, Linus Kojo
and Idolo Christina.”
He said one of the injured

she died while on admission.

The PPRO added that her
corpse and that of the driver
were deposited in a mortuary,
while expended shells of 7.62
and 39mm ammunition were
recovered from the scene.

He said the command had
launched a manhunt for the
hoodlums and appealed to
members of the public to avail
the police useful information

passengers, Esther Ojemudia, __that would lead to the arrest of

was rushed to the hospital, but,

the hoodlums.

also razed.

Eyewitnesses said the fire was
caused by persons engaging in
illegal oil bunkering, popularly
known as ‘kpofire’ in the area,
even as they said fire fighters
were not available to extinguish
the inferno when it started
around 2am.

One of the victims said,
“They are doing kpofire (illegal
bunkering) here. It’s the kpofire
that caused the fire; all our
keke are burnt. We don’t have
anything again.

“The person doing the kpofire
has fled. He has even packed out
of his house. Now, I don’t have
anything with which to take
care of my family.”

Another resident, whose
tricycle was burnt, said, “Idon’t
know where I want to start
from. It is the illegal petroleum
business they are doing here
that caused this fire.”

On his part, the mechanic
said, “My shop and the spare
parts inside all got burnt. What
I havelost here is above N12m.”

The victims called on the
state government to come to
their aid.

Efforts to reach the
spokesman for the state police
command, Nnamdi Omoni,
were unsuccessful as he did
not take his calls or reply to a
text message sent to his mobile
telephone as of the time of filing
this report.




