PONCH—
fe@ure

How E

N-trained fi

MARCH 28, 2020

ghters’

security forces threw Imo

CHIDIEBUBE OKEOMA
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kolied by 2 stray beliet winle she wan

ber costomens arcend 3pmen
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. "My late wif wes with o two gown
2 bz shop that Momday hemamse we
s=e of schooi resom=ption. When the
mecied, she was bying to protect oux
= was a0 serving peopls food, |
wife who was af ber shep for

e bad been taken to a bospital It was a tough
rask locating where be was taken to.”

Raquasting belp from the government and
Nigerians, the widew said that the remains of
Ber huxhand were stll in the morgue because
there was Bo money to bury her.

Shesaid. "There is no money to bury him. Ty
10 cpen 3 shop where | sell 5o that my children
and I can at least eat. | don't know what the
funure bolds for me. The future looks bleak
But with God, gevernment and good Nigerians'
p. | =0 at least trzin my children and mke
are of our welfare.”

On

Y

thres of their compatriots to the Oclu crisis.
De=mbing e development as unfortunate,
Abdulkadir called
o moprove the secusity situation in the couatry.

Abdulladir, who aid Orlu was home to most
ef his kinsmen, said the death of three of his
compatricts was unwarranted as his people
were not known to cause trouble.

He said, “Most of us have lived in Ozlu for a
rem. 1082 tme We can anest to the fact that Orlu
1nd  People are peaceful. That is why we don't see

ourselves as strangers. Our pesple are oot in
©amesting B¢ stz for trouble | thank Orlu leadess for
i us. We didn't provoke anything before

the viclence stanted. We thank the traditional
rulers. We don't want this crisis to fester
becuuse there is no community in Orlu that we
o0t £ to and we are peaceful We don't want
the etk Hewss 10 lesve Orlu despite the incitement by some

ple.

e
/7 Mrs Pauline Anuforo Lold our eorrespondent
where e | Ui e MMAE of Fer Fusband, his two_police

.t bzrband m the moming before he left Benin
5 Cuy fof Owerni that day.
She added, "I didn't know that be would be
< day. | didn't know that would be
Last day om carth. | didn’t also know that ft
<l be the Last time he would speak to me. 1
syt ke bie wouldn't make it Lo the house lo
ser e and cur daughter

“He was killed on January 3 when they
had extered Imo State. 1 didnt know what

was wrong He the
hushand was shr

a his pant, the Chairman of Nigeriens in\
Imo Sute, Drabum Abdulkadir sad they Tost

on the Federal Goverament

_orderlies and driver was the saddest day of her__
On~ e, The mother of one said she spoke 1o ber-

~Orji and her baby
Eappened. 1t was his driver's wife that broke the
s2d pews to mwe. | cant question God since God
that allowed this to happen.”

Besides. the wife of go-year-ald police
sefgeant, Anyanwu, killed on
Janeary 14, was shocked to hear the news of her
busband’s death.

Sbe said, “Though my husband has been
buried but 1 doa't belicve he is dead. He was full
of life. He was dedicated to his job and eager
to get justice for the oppressed. Now that he
was killed in active duty, it 1 expected that the
Eovernment will ome (o my aid. | am not asking.
Tor toa much. [ am tallang about the welfare of

\ my children and me. He left a young family. |
'am young and cur children are young too.”

Genesis of the crisis

The Orlu-Orsu axis of Imo State had been
a flashpoint since November 2020, after the
nationwide #EndSARS protests. No sooner had
the protests ended than Orlu and Orsu areas
formerly known for their peaceful atmosphere
turned into a war zonc.

The peaceful atmosphere enjoyed by the
people of Orlu Local Government Area of the
state turned to tension and apprehension after
some militants shot and killed four soldiers
while six civilians died in the ensuing crisis that
drew local and international attention. While
the state government tried to aip the situation
in the bud, the Federal Government mobilised
sccurity forees to the troubled arca. For many
weeks afterwards, the Inspector-General of
Police team was in the state.

From November till now, no fewer than
18 people, including soldiers, policemen and
civilians had been killed. On Christmas Eve,
two policemen were killed at the boundary
between Imo and Anambra states with their
operational vehicles set ablaze. A businessman
from the Orsu Local Government Arca of the
state was also killed. He withdrew money from
an Automated Teller Machine at Orlu town and
gunmen trailed him 1o a police cheekpoint and
killed him and two policemen.

Also, hoodlums on January 3, 2021, killed
Anuforo, his two police escorts and driver. The
Hllings caused panic at the Orlu-Orsu axis,

‘eommand, was pasted to the §
Yvas bured at his house in b

1o a battle between members of the SN and

security agents, A January

14, 2020 The police sergeant, ottached 1o the
F Totenchton Unit of the state police |

Govenument Arva of the state in Febnuary.

Raome people Tost therr hives on January 25
when the ESN members and security agents
clashed in Orlutown. The clash left four soldic,
some civilians dead and others wounded. The
crisis continued 1ill February. The destruction
of propenty, good and services and halting of
commerdial activities during the camage were
unimaginable.

1mo govt's intervention

In a bid to check the situation, the state
governor, Hope Uzodinma, on January 25,
2021, the day the incident happened declared o
dusk-to-dawn curfew in 10 out of the 12 local
council areas making up Imo West senatorial
distriet.

The sccurity agencies also mobilised more
men and equipment in the area induding
airstrikes in search of the flecing ESN members
said 1o have struek from a forest in Orsu LGA; a
border town to Anambra State.

The governor admitied at different fora that

invi ilitary, including police, airforce
and other security agencies to help the state
government combat the deadly activities of the
ESN members. The governor noted that he had
no regrets inviting the military to intervene in
the crisis.
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oody clash with

families into mourning

o “Augusiine
the Orlu sitation. First, the governor said he
heard about the conflagration on January 25.
“Meanwhile, for over two weeks, most
members of some communities in Orlu,
particularly Umutanze, slept in the bushes
during the nights, instead of their homes.
'Similarly, the overt ion of it

Paul
briefings ar that

= din

a provision for settlement has been made tn
Orlu forests for Fular herdsmen.
“He has also continued to allege that the

especially in Okporo community which the
governor said he got to know about on January
25, actually began in the early hours of Friday
January 21, the previous week.

“Second, by describing the Orlu situation
as militancy, the governor might have
unknowingly created a ncw, wrong narrative
‘that would culminate in the profiling of adult
males in Orlu as simple militants. Terrorism,
militancy, insurrection and freedom-fighting
are all different concepts in political scienee,
and one cannat be confused with the other. It is
possible the governor does not get daily security

B wis mappiog oul asettlement
for herdsmen in Orlu. Even though this daim
has every likelibood 1o be falschood This
because sources from Orlu have bern unahle
10 eorrubarate it Also, the state government
has been rather complasent to challenge the
misinformation.

“With the belief, or impression, or even
delusion that Orly might serve as a bub of the
controversial RUGA programme Kanu allezedly
deployed his newly launched Eastern Security
Network 10 the bushes and forests around Orlo
to dislodge the berdsmen.

“In one of his broadeasts, Kanu boasted

erahing
and

that he was
the

Firet, they
movement of
them, and wiy

choote 1o go after them (the ESY
the bush.

“Dayr later, repovs of
between security agents
began to emerge onrl Jammary 21, 2
soldiers were feporied o be o Osla
of the corpse of one of their alleg-
colleazues. A Chwrch i Olpero-Or 5
serve as sanchuary for members of the IPOB2nd
ESN was invaded .
arrested.

“Also, some buildings belon
Movement for Lhe Amuslsati
Ste of Biafra were abo rmed The
pandemonium. Secarty agenis wore shoon

o

everywhere and people scampered for safety.

“Om January 25. 2021, the increasing presence
of seqmty sgents in Orlu sugzested both
restoranan of secunty and looming tension.
The latter becarne the case mid-moming when
a aomvoy of vehiddes conveying members of the
ESN arrived and engaged Lhe seourity agents in
@ gun banle,

“Casualties were recorded. The seounty agents

d corpses ceen in its wake. Heavy
ieed afterwards. Stray bullets bit
it persots and some died. Ranforcements
both ddes unnl the governor
slamemed a doek-to~dawn curfew in the area.”
AmrrdEng, o him, it 5 important for the

grvermment 1o engage the Orlu situation in a
[ =

He smated, “Curfew, as a temparary measure
o defiuse temnon. may be effectve. But it cannot
be smtamed Fist, the sitmtion was never
gentmmenee. |t was pever militancy. It was built
=p over Wbe months, There was never some threat
amalyses by the government in the aftermath of
Lazmch of the ESN. Intdlizence failure was

wformanan 2bout RUGA in Orlu
was pever tackled Before engaging the ESN ina
bartie o the b, secumity agencies should have
been more cromnspes.

snd that r=ned @ conventional warfire,
the seommy azemts chonld have known that
“gosila warbre which the ESN has adopted
B Dever ey won, and @ the end, wmarmed
i pay more with thar fves.”

On his part, the state C issi for
justiee and Attorney General, Cyprian Akaolisa,
who stated that the state would not allow the
ESN takeover Orlu-Orsu areas, added that the
government would treat the ESN members as
murderers.

He also justified soldiers’ takeover of the
Orlu-Orsu areas by saying the state government
invited them.

Cautioning the 1POB leader, Nnamdi Kanu,
1o stop causing trouble in Igboland, Akaolisa
noted that the state government would not
concede any pant of its territory to the ESN.

Prosecution of arrested ESN members

Sunday PUNCH pathered that ninc ESN
fighters were arraigned al a magistrates’ court
16 in Owerri and consequently remanded in
Owerti Correctional Centre.

The suspects were arrested in Orlu, Orsu
and Oru Local Government Area of the state. It
was further learnt that over 20 ESN members
with Biafran insignia were arrested in another
operation by o combined team of police and
soldiers and rifles recovered.

In ancther wvein, Akaolisa told  our
correspondent in Owerri that the ESN members.
were responsible for the killings in Orlu-Orsu
axis and other parts of the state.

A youth activist in the state and Secretary
of Orluzurumee Youth Assembly, a socio-
cultural group in Imo West senatorial district,
Collins Oporazor, said he was unhoppy with the
approach of the government in handling the
matter.

He said, "When Governor Hope Uzodinma
finally addressed Imo people an January 25,
2020, he informed them that he got reports
about the activities of militants in Orlu in the
afternoon of the same day. In order to arrest the
situation, aceording to him, a curfew became
inevitable in the arca. He thercfore went ahead
10 impase a dusk-to-dawn curfew in 10 out of
the 12 LGAs that make up Orlu zone.

“ltis Ppressing to quickly point oul two major
shorteomings in the governor's reaction, and use
them as a point of departure in understanding
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Anticipating early completion of Ogun developmental praojects

Quite

T is the consensus of
Iahscncrs of developments
0 the Gateway State, Ggun,
that is gradually beeos ng a
Blant construction site. From

simply, it y
the  ballmark
administrations to walk the
talk, or in our local parlance, to
“talk and do’ and Abiodun has
in faet assumed the sobnquet

on 3 wvisit to Ejinnn Road
Tjebo-Ode to assess the level of
work done. The asphalung of
the road. he remarked, would
make movement eisy around
the @y, calling on the people

to contnue to

of  great

lockdown. | can zssure
that with the way contraz
handling this project are go

crzo and scheduled air traffic,
espesnally to the southern pant

Nigera and the West Afnean
Asd what is more, it
will complemect the status of

Abeokuta to Epe, and from
Iperu to tiebu-Ode, it's been a
season of sturdy, signal projects
all along, since the Iperu-born
pnnce mounted the saddle
o0 May 29, 2019 Last week,
he gawve quick timelines for
the completion of landmark
Projects while inspecting the

of ‘alk-and-do’ gavernor, an
appelation fitting his sincenty

As he toured the state
inspecting project after
project,  Abtodun  felt  the
love and appreciation of a
graleful  atirean.  Across
yanous communities,  there
was palpable cxatement as

Arviduals &

support  his
administration’s quest to make
movemest on roads across the
state seamless. And this week,
the governor further indicated
that  his  administration
would complete the ongoing
construction  of & fyover
across the Sagamu-Ore-Besin
E:

ONZOINE  projects across the
state Governor Dapo Abiodun
ok no Ogun resident by
Sumpnise. To say the least,
lofty cxpectations have come
10 be associated with the
Administration and the feeling
that it s poised to Iift the state
into a phenomenal leved s
Penvasive,

The 1y-lane, stateof-the-
art Lebu Ode-Epe Expressway
willbe completed by May 2021,
1ogether with the loop being
constructed to reduce accidents
A the road interchange, set
0 be completed by the iird
Quarter of the year. Confidence
18 spurred by the rpidity with
which, at the onset of the
COVID-1g pandemic, testing
404 treatment centres sprang
UP almaost at the speed of light.

xulted
i the fact that development
bad come to their doomteps.
Abiodun and his team were
receved  with  pomp  and
circumstance. Speaking duning
an on-thespot assessment of
work done on the loop that
would aid the easy movement
of road users linking Bemin-
Ore from the ljebo Ode-Epe
Expressway or hinking the Tebu
Ode-Epe Expressway from the
Sagamu end, Abiodun averred
that the road would further
open up the axis 1o more
economic development
in ancther devclopment,
the govemor assured  the
people that his administration
would continue 1o do all i can
to make movement of people
and goods casy across the
state. This time round, be was

hinking Tjebo-Ode
to the Epe Road by the third
quarter of this year It is a pven
that when completed, it would
case vehicular movemenl and
reduee accidents for commuters
travelling from the eastern part
of the country to Lagos and
those transiting to Sagamo and
Tjehu-Ode.

Stratepeally, and as
Abiodun  himsell  peounta
ool the completion of the
Myover would decongest the
Lagos-Ibadan Expressway. In
addition, it is bourd to enhaccee
the industnaliation of the state
while increasing the commercial
value of the area. The govern
i, TThe constrecuon of this
road, which started n February
last year, ought to hove boen
completed  before  now, but
for the global pasdemic acd

Sute’s ecenomic growth as well
as izdustrial cluster equpped
with agro, communicatans snd
cduction abies, am:
This , of course, oot the
to dwell es the governar's
rovolution. but o safss
that the nooks and Gan:
opening wp and

£

eoted that while @spocs:
150-umit housing
the Sazama Lozl Go

Area,  Abiodun

b communm

affordable housy
people of the state. As b

the gov t o1 powsed b
reduce 2o

defoit in the sate

consTnucn.
housing wits in all
senatonal ditnas
and the two and three-bedrocm
bungalows would be sold at

2500 housing units ia the pext

delrvered in the

phase and the
second phase.
nz Estate
o cppeste the NYSC
gamn. Qo the other
tand the 200-0nit Ou sule
alsd be constructed in

Diro estate

TS 100 housng umits

10 be delivered in two phases

the site being along the Ge:
ad.

2 ensure effcent
and effective conacctivity for
wternatenal, reponal and local

Cxun State as the foremost
[~ ! hub an the country
while epomining ke logistics
azd distributicn value chain,
UDpruving compentveness
and enabling the state to take
full advantage of the Afnica
Coutizental Free Trade Area
for  econemic growth  and
development.

These  are  mot  white
clephants: they are projects
rooted  in developmental
pragmatics. Much more is

onzeing v Ogun State than

what has been coted here, but

the point cannct he mised

that prudent management of
s

w governance will guarantce
maltiple developmental
retums. Consequently,  life
@ore abundant for the people
«ved in penlous tmes like the
moment when the pandemic
& sull hobbling the econemies
and  finances  of  different
natonsl  and  sub-pavonal
governments around the globe

Branco sent this piece via
Junmibranco@col.com



